
 

   

 

 

Sunday, October 18, 2026 
The Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

Service Theme 
Worship God and Honour the King 

 

Like the denarius of Jesus day, Canada’s newest coins bear 
the image of a King. But unlike the Roman emperor, our king 
doesn’t claim to be the son of a god but “King by the grace of 
God.” (D · G · REX). God provides us earthly leaders for our 
good. Sadly, some of them try to usurp the glory that belongs 
to God alone. What should our relationship be with 
government? Let us listen to Christ explain, under the axiom: 
give to Caesar the things that are “Caesar's, and to God the 
things that are God's.” 
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775 Before You, Lord, We Bow CW 775 

 

 

 

 

Text: Francis Scott Key, 1779–1843, alt.  Tune: John Darwall, 1731–1789.  Text and tune: Public domain. 

 

The Service 

Setting One (page 154) 
 

Invocation CW 154 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 

Amen. 
 

 

Confession CW 154 
 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not in us. 
 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 



 

 
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
 

Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, 
words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a 
sinner. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He 
sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the 
atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, 
as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Amen. 
 

 

Lord, Have Mercy 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Tune: Kevin Becker.  Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723. 
 

 
Glory Be to God on High CW 157 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray. 
 

O Lord our God, so govern the nations on earth and direct 
the affairs of this world that your church may worship you 
in peace and joy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 



 
 

 
 
First Reading Daniel 1:3–21 
 

We learn from Daniel how to live in two kingdoms. 
 

  3The king told Ashpenaz, the chief of his court officials, 
to bring some young Israelite men from the royal family or 
from the nobility. 4He was to choose young men who had 
no blemish, who were good looking, who had insight into 
all kinds of wisdom, who possessed knowledge, 
understanding, and learning, and who were capable of 
serving in the king's palace, in order to teach them the 
literature and language of the Chaldeans. 5The king 
assigned them daily rations from the special royal food and 
from the king's own wine. He ordered that they should be 
trained for three years. At the end of training they were to 
serve the king. 6In this group of young men were the 
Judeans Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 7The chief 
of the officials gave them new names. He gave Daniel the 
name Belteshazzar, Hananiah the name Shadrak, Mishael 
the name Meshak, and Azariah the name Abednego. 
  8Daniel made up his mind that he would not defile 
himself with the special food of the king or with the wine 
that he drank. So he sought permission from the chief 
official, so that he would not have to defile himself. 9God 
made the chief of the officials favorable and sympathetic 
toward Daniel. 10Then the chief of the officials said to 
Daniel, “I am afraid of my lord the king, who assigned your 
food and your drink. Why should he see your faces looking 
less healthy than those of the other young men who are 
your age? You put my life at risk before the king.” 
 
 



 
 
 
  11Daniel said to the superintendent whom the chief of the 
officials had placed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah, 12“Please test your servants for ten days. Tell them 
to give us only vegetables, and we will eat them and drink 
water. 13Observe our appearance and the appearance of the 
young men who eat the special royal food. Then deal with 
your servants based on what you see.” 14So he listened to 
what they said about this and tested them for ten days. 
  15At the end of ten days, their appearance was noticeably 
better than that of the others. They were healthier than any 
of the young men who had been eating the special royal 
food. 16So the superintendent permanently took away the 
special royal food and the wine they were to drink and gave 
them only vegetables. 17As for these four young men, God 
gave them knowledge and insight into all kinds of 
literature, as well as wisdom. In addition, Daniel also 
understood every kind of vision and dream. 
  18At the end of the time which the king had set for them 
to be brought to him, the chief of the officials brought them 
before Nebuchadnezzar. 19The king spoke with them, and 
none of the others were found to be comparable to Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. So they served the king. 
20In every matter concerning wisdom and understanding 
that the king sought from them, he found them ten times 
better than all the magicians and spell casters in his entire 
kingdom. 21So Daniel remained there until the first year of 
King Cyrus. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 



96A Let the Heavens Rejoice Psalm 96A 

 

 

 

 

 

Sing to the LORD a / new song; 
   sing to the LORD, / all the earth. 
Sing to the LORD, / praise his name; 
   proclaim his salvation day / after day. 
Declare his glory among the / nations, 
   his marvelous deeds among all / peoples. 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory / due his name; 
   bring an offering and come in- / to his courts.    Refrain 
 

Let all creation rejoice before the LORD, / for he comes, 
   he comes to / judge the earth. 
He will judge the world in / righteousness 
   and the peoples in his / faithfulness. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
   and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 
 

Tune: © 2010 Tim TenClay, admin. Faith Alive Christian Resources. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723.  Setting: © 2011 Faith 
Alive Christian Resources. Used by permission: License no. 130377859. 
 

 



Second Reading Romans 13:1–7 
 

God has established governmental authority. 
 

  1Everyone must submit to the governing authorities. For 
no authority exists except by God, and the authorities that 
do exist have been established by God. 2Therefore the one 
who rebels against the authority is opposing God's 
institution, and those who oppose will bring judgment on 
themselves. 
  3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to evil. 
Would you like to have no fear of the one in authority? Do 
what is good, and you will receive praise from him, 
4because he is God's servant for your benefit. But if you do 
wrong, be afraid, because he does not carry the sword 
without reason. He is God's servant, a punisher to bring 
wrath on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore it is necessary to 
submit, not only because of wrath, but also because of 
conscience. 
  6For this reason you also pay taxes, because the 
authorities are God's ministers, who are employed to do 
this very thing. 7Pay what you owe to all of them: taxes to 
whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, 
respect to whom respect is owed, and honor to whom 
honor is owed. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation Colossians 2:10 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

In Christ you have been brought to fullness.  
He is the head over every power and authority. 
 

Alleluia. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
Gospel Matthew 22:15–22 
 

Give to the government what is the government’s and give to God what is 
God’s. 

 

  15Then the Pharisees went out and plotted together how 
to trap him in his words. 16They sent their disciples to him 
along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know 
that you are truthful and teach the way of God in accord 
with the truth. You are not concerned about gaining 
anyone's approval because you are not swayed by 
appearances. 17So tell us, what do you think? Is it lawful to 
pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 
  18But Jesus knew their evil purpose and said, “Why are 
you testing me, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin used for 
the tax.” 
 They brought him a denarius. 
  20He asked them, “Whose image and inscription is this?” 
  21“Caesar's,” they replied to him. 
 Then he said to them, “Therefore give to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are 
God's.” 
  22When they heard this, they were amazed. Then they 
left him and went away. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

 
 
 
 



 
619 Praise the Almighty; My Soul, Adore Him CW 619 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Johann D. Herrnschmidt, 1675–1723, abr.; tr. Alfred E. R. Brauer, 1866–1949, alt.  Tune: New-vermehrte Christliche Seelenharpf, 
Ansbach, 1665.  Text and tune: Public domain. 
 



 
Sermon Mark 12:17 
 

Regarding Government, God wants us to: 
1) Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s. 

2) Give to God what is God’s. 
 

 

Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from 
heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 



 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your 
mercies, especially for the gift of your Son, through 
whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise 
you for the Holy Spirit and his working through the 
means of grace. 
 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to 
produce fruit in our lives. 
 

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word 
and sacraments faith may grow and love toward all may 
increase. 
 

Support all who spread the light of your truth 
throughout the world. 
 

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable 
their parents to train them in lives of faith. 
 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of 
the Word and in all godly walks of life. 
 



 
Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless 
all who make, administer, and judge our laws. 
 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice 
and hinder evil. 
 

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce 
and industry, medicine and science, the arts and culture. 
Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is 
difficult or dangerous. 
 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful 
task. 
 

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or 
adversity, [especially . . .]. Remember those who suffer 
persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom 
death draws near. 
 

Grant them your love, and take them into your 
tender care. 
 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
 

Silent prayer 
 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved 
and served you, who now rest from their labors, 
[especially . . .]. Console those who are mourning or living 
with sadness. 
 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the 
joys of heaven. 
 

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who 
died and rose again. 
 

Amen. 
 

 
Offertory Prayer 



 
 

 
The Sacrament 

 

Preface CW 165 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in 
all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty 
and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
promised that wherever two or three come together in his 
name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he 
comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth 
and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join 
their glorious song: 
 



 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus 
Christ, whom you sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and 
the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all 
things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, 
conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To 
fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross 
and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 
 

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you 
that you have gathered us together to receive your Son’s body 
and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, 
Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God 
our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it 
to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new 
covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

Amen. 
 

 



 
 
O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Distribution 
 

Thanksgiving 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
with this saving gift. We pray that through it you will 
strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one 
another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
 



 
Blessing 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

Amen. 

 
 

774 God Bless Our Native Land CW 774 

 

 

 

 

Text (st. 1): Charles T. Brooks, 1813–1883, st. 1, alt.; (st. 2): John S. Dwight, 1813–1893.  Tune: Thesaurus Musicus, London, c. 1740.  Text 
and tune: Public domain. 
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Announcements 
 

Church Cleaners 
 

October 25 – Andrew / November 1 – Peter 
 

DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR 
 

Su (18) 9:00 am Sunday School / Bible Class 
 10:30 am Worship with Holy Communion 
 3:00 pm Worship in Poltimore 
 4:00 pm Youth Confirmation in Poltimore 
 

Tu (20) 6:00 pm Elders Meeting 
 7:00 pm Council Meeting 
 

Fr (23) 3:00 pm Women’s Bible Study (Online) 
 6:00 pm Friday Fellowship 
 

Sa (24) 10:00 am Bible Information Class 
 

Su (25) 9:00 am Sunday School / Bible Class 
 10:30 am Worship 
 Evangelism Meeting (after worship) 
 

Mo–We (26–28) Pastors Conference in Orleans 
 

Fr (30) 3:00 pm Women’s Bible Study (Online) 
 

Sa (31) 10:00 am Bible Information Class 
 

Su (1) 9:00 am Sunday School / Bible Class 
 10:30 am Worship 
 


