
   

 

 

Sunday, September 20, 2026 
The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

Service Theme 
GRACE IS AMAZING 

 

Humans expect fairness. Labourers who do less work should 
make less money. People who sin more should expect less 
mercy. But that’s not how God dispenses grace and blessing. 
He doesn’t offer only to the deserving or those who are 
friendly to Him. He offers it to all – even His enemies. No gift 
of God can be earned. They can only be received with 
gratitude in faith for His mercy’s sake. His grace is truly 
amazing. 
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Order of Service  
(Baptismal Gathering Rite & Service of Word and Sacrament) 

 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 

Amen. 

 

I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God 
unless he is born of water and the Spirit.  

 

Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to 
spirit.  (John 3:5,6) 
 

Surely we were sinful at birth, sinful from the time our 
mothers conceived us.  (Psalm 51:5) 
 

But we were washed, we were sanctified, we were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by 
the Spirit of our God.  (1 Corinthians 6:11) 
 
 



 

 

As baptized children of God, we confess our sins. 
 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature 
sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, 
words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed 
to do what is good. For this I deserve your 
punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 
sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

  

 



Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to 
make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water 
through the word, and to present her to himself as a 
radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other 
blemish, but holy and blameless (Ephesians 5:25-27). 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Amen. 
 

 
 

The Baptism of Germain Mongeon  
(at Our Shepherd in Poltimore) 

 

In obedience to the command of our Lord and trusting in 
his promise, you have brought Germain Mongeon to be 
baptized. Jesus told us: “Let the little children come to 
me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these.” It is in baptism that God grants 
the new life of forgiveness, joy, and peace to little 
children. By the power of God’s Word, this gracious 
water of life washes away sin, delivers from death and the 
devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe. 



Receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart to 
mark you as a redeemed child of Christ. 
 

Germain Mongeon, I baptize you in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
 

The Almighty God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—has 
forgiven all your sins. By your baptism, you are born 
again and made a dear child of your Father in heaven. 
May God strengthen you to live in your baptismal grace 
all the days of your life. Peace be with you. 

 

Exhortation  
 

Brothers and sisters in Christ: 
 

Our Lord commands that we teach his precious truths to 
all who are baptized. Christian love therefore urges all of 
us, especially parents, to assist in whatever manner 
possible so that Germain Mongeon may remain a child of 
God until death. If you are willing to carry out this 
responsibility, then answer: Yes, as God gives me 
strength. 
 

Yes, as God gives me strength. 
 

Let us pray: 
 

Merciful Father in heaven, we thank you for the blessing 
of baptism by which you offer and grant the forgiveness 
of sins, life, and salvation. Help us to regard our baptism 
as the robe of righteousness we are to wear all the days of 
our life. Look with special favor on Germain Mongeon 
and grant him a rich measure of your Spirit that he may 
grow in faith and godly living. Make us willing to carry 
out our responsibilities to those who have been baptized, 
so that all of us may finally come to the blessed joys of 
heaven, through Jesus our Lord. 
 

Amen. 



The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is 
worthy of praise. 



 

 

 
Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Lord God, you call us to work in your kingdom and promise 
to reward us according to your grace. Help us to rid our 
minds of worldly expectations and rejoice that you freely 
pour out the blessings of salvation to all people; through 
the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

First Reading Jonah 3:10–4:11 
 

Jonah is perplexed at the mercy God shows His enemies. 
 

  10When God saw their actions, that they had turned from 
their evil way, God relented from the disaster which he said 
he would bring on them, and he did not carry it out. 



  1But to Jonah all this seemed very bad, and he became 
very angry. 2He prayed to the LORD, “LORD, wasn't this 
exactly what I said when I was still in my own country? 
That is why I previously fled to Tarshish, because I knew 
that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger and 
abounding in mercy, and you relent from sending disaster. 
3So now, LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better 
for me to die than to live.” 
  4But the LORD replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 
  5Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city. 
He made a shelter for himself there and sat in the shade 
under it, waiting to see what would happen in the city. 
  6Then the LORD God provided a plant and made it grow 
up over Jonah to provide shade over his head, to relieve him 
from his discomfort. So Jonah was very happy about the 
plant. 7But at dawn the next day God provided a worm, and 
it attacked the plant so that it withered. 8When the sun 
rose, God provided a scorching east wind. The sun beat 
down on Jonah's head so that he grew faint. He wanted to 
die, so he said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 
  9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry 
about the plant?” 
 Jonah said, “I do have a right to be angry—angry enough 
to die!” 
  10So the LORD said, “You have been concerned about this 
plant. You did not work for it or make it grow. It grew up in 
one night and perished after one night. 11So should I not be 
concerned for Nineveh, the great city, in which there are 
more than one hundred twenty thousand people who do 
not know the difference between their right hand and their 
left—and also many animals?” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 



 
 
 

115A Not to Us, O LORD Psalm 115A 

 

 

 
 

Why do the nations say, “Where / is their God?” 
    Our God is in heaven; he does whatever / pleases him. 
The LORD remembers us and will / bless us: 
    He will bless his people / Israel, 
he will bless those who / fear the LORD— 
    small and / great alike.   Refrain 
 

All you Israelites, trust / in the LORD— 
    he is their / help and shield. 
House of Aaron, trust / in the LORD— 
    he is their / help and shield. 
You who fear him, trust / in the LORD— 
    he is their / help and shield. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 
 
Tune: Michael D. Schultz. Setting: Michael D. Schultz. Music: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense 
no. 719723 

 



 
 
Second Reading Romans 11:32–36 
 

Paul praises God for His wisdom condemning everyone under His Law, that 
through the Gospel, He might have mercy on All. 

 

 32For God imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may 
show mercy to all. 
 33Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of 
God!  How unsearchable are his judgments and how 
untraceable his ways!  34For who has known the mind of the 
Lord, or who has been his adviser?  35Or who has first given 
to God that he will be repaid? 36For from him and through 
him and to him are all things. 
To him be the glory forever! Amen. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



Gospel Matthew 20:1–16 
 

Jesus tells a story of God’s amazing generosity. 
 

  1“Indeed the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went 
out early in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 2After 
agreeing to pay the workers a denarius for the day, he sent them 
into his vineyard. 3He also went out about the third hour and 
saw others standing unemployed in the marketplace. 4To these 
he said, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will give you 
whatever is right.’ So they went. 5Again he went out about the 
sixth and the ninth hour and did the same thing. 6When he went 
out about the eleventh hour, he found others standing 
unemployed. He said to them, ‘Why have you stood here all day 
unemployed?’ 
  7“They said to him, ‘Because no one hired us.’ 
 “He told them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When it was 
evening, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the 
workers and pay them their wages, starting with the last group 
and ending with the first.’ 
  9“When those who were hired around the eleventh hour 
came, they each received a denarius. 10When those who were 
hired first came, they thought they would receive more. But they 
each received a denarius too. 11After they received it, they began 
to grumble against the landowner: 12‘Those who were last 
worked one hour, and you made them equal to us who have 
endured the burden of the day and the scorching heat!’ 
  13“But he answered one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no 
wrong. Did you not make an agreement with me for a denarius? 
14Take what is yours and go. I want to give to the last one hired 
the same as I also gave to you. 15Can't I do what I want with my 
own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16In the 
same way, the last will be first, and the first, last.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 



 
572 Not What My Hands Have Done CW 572 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–1889, abr. Tune: George W. Martin, 1828–1881, alt. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon Romans 11:32–36 
 

Glorify God for His Unquestionable Mercy 

1) His decisions reflect His infinite wisdom. 
2) He owes nobody. 



Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from 
heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is

 worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 



Offertory Prayer 
 
Prayer of the Church 
  

Eternal God and Father, we thank you for the blessings we 
share as members of your holy Church, for your gracious 
Word and sacraments, for opportunities to worship and to 
grow in faith and knowledge, for occasions to serve and be 
served, and for fellowship with believers in our 
congregation and our synod. 
 

Help us rejoice in these blessings, dear Lord, and use 
them faithfully. 
  

Jesus Christ, Lord of the Church, you give grace to your 
people by calling us to be your witnesses in the world. 
Open our eyes to see the great and noble mission that lies 
before us. In the hurting eyes of the lonely, in the pained 
eyes of the sick, and in the searching eyes of the lost, help 
us to see your face, Lord Jesus, and to serve others as we 
would serve you. 
 

Awaken us to opportunities to proclaim your message 
of love. 
  

Holy Spirit, giver of life, through Word and sacrament 
bestow on us the wisdom and power we need to witness 
clearly and to act boldly. Help us to speak the truth in love, 
to give the reason for the hope we have, and to conduct 
ourselves with gentleness and respect. 
 

Set our hearts on fire as we work and witness for 
Christ. 
  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray for a family member, a neighbor, 
or a friend who does not believe in you, or whose faith is 
weak or troubled. 
  

Silent prayer 
  



 
Keep in your care those who are enduring chronic pain and 
incessant unhappiness, those enduring rejection and 
struggling with poverty, those mourning the loss of 
someone they loved. [Especially bless…] Bring healing and 
help and comfort and calm to everyone in distress. 
 

Move us to act alone or join with others to provide 
help and support.  
  

Bless the Church with men and women who are willing to 
proclaim your Word in places where we cannot go. Keep 
them and their loved ones in your care and let nothing 
hinder their work. By the power of the gospel, restore their 
spirits each day, so that they do not lose heart as they serve 
us and others. 
 

Move us to support them with our sincere prayers and 
generous offerings. 
  

Wherever your Word is proclaimed, O Lord, grant it 
success. Let your kingdom come to us and others, so that 
we and many more might join the assembly of saints and 
angels to sing your praise forever. 
 

Savior of all, hear our prayer and help us in our 
mission. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
forever. Amen.  

 



 
 
 

The Sacrament 
 

The Lord be with you. 

 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 
 

 
Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In 
love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He 
sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to 
strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come the 
salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and 
the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne 
and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory 
for ever and ever: 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



Words of Institution 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave 
it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the 
new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.”  
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 



 
Distribution 
 

 
Thanksgiving 
 

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which 
have praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the 
eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his 
coming again, and that all who have received in his true body 
and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to 
live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
 

 
 



Blessing 
 

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one 
another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

 

575 By Grace I’m Saved CW 575 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcements 
 

Church Cleaners 
 

September 27 – Thomas / October 4 – John 
 
 

Seniors for Christ 
 

On Thursday, September 24, at 10:00 AM, Pastor Geoff 
Cortright from Saviour of the Nations in Vancouver, BC, will 
be presenting on his ministry at St. Paul Lutheran Church 
downtown. Everyone is welcome! 
 

Thanksgiving Flowers 
 

Anyone wishing to help beautify the Altar for Thanksgiving, 
please drop off the plant(s) of your choice (traditionally 
mums) to the church by Saturday, October 11th at 9 
am.   You are welcomed to take your plants home after the 
worship services or, if you wish, you may leave them at 
church to continue to beautify the altar for upcoming 
worship services. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR 
 

Su (20) 9:00 am Sunday School / Bible Class 
 10:30 am Worship with Holy Communion 
 12:00 pm Evangelism Meeting 
 3:00 pm Worship in Poltimore 
 4:00 pm Youth Confirmation in Poltimore 
 

Fr (25) 3:00 pm Women’s Bible Class 
 6:30 pm Friday Night Fellowship 
 

Sa (26) 10:00 am Communicating Christ Bible Class 
 

Su (27) 9:00 am Sunday School / Bible Class 
 10:30 am Worship 
 11:45 am Voters’ Meeting 
 

Th (1) 10:30 am Longfields Manor Devotion 
 

Fr (2) 3:00 pm Women’s Bible Study 
 

Sa (3) 10:00 am Communicating Christ Bible Class 
 

Su (4) 9:00 am Sunday School / Bible Class 
 10:30 am Worship 
 11:30 am First Fellowship 
 3:00 pm Worship in Poltimore 
 4:00 pm Youth Confirmation in Poltimore 

 
 
 


