
 
 

 

 

Sunday, August 30, 2026 
The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Service Theme 
THE CROSS COMES BEFORE CROWN 

 

Some churches teach that if a person follows God, He 
responds with prosperity and peace, as would only be 
expected. That is nonsense. That Bible explicitly states that 
members of Christ’s Kingdom should expect crosses in life. 
But Christians bear them willingly and joyfully, grateful for 
Jesus bearing His cross for our forgiveness. Because God 
the Father gave Jesus a crown after His cross secured our 
salvation, we are confident that our crosses will end in glory. 
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Text: Georg C. Neumark, 1621–1681, abr.; tr. Laurie F. Gauger, b. 1965 Tune: Georg C. Neumark, 1621–1681 
Text: © 2021 Laurie F. Gauger, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723 Tune: Public domain 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Order of Service – Service of the Word 

(Old Hymnal) 
 

The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
 

And also with you. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to 
love and serve him as his dear children. But we have 
disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. 
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his 
mercy. 
 

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from 
birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and 
do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in 
Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according 
to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take 
away my guilt. 
 

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the 
perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he 
has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. 
May God give you strength to live according to his will. 
 

Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 
 
 
 



 
Oh, Taste and See 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, your Son willingly endured the agony and 
shame of the cross for our redemption. Grant us courage 
to take up our cross daily and follow him wherever he 
leads; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
 

Amen. 



 
 
 

THE WORD 
 

First Lesson 

Jeremiah 15:15–21 (EHV) 
 

When Jeremiah complained about carrying his cross, the Lord 
called on him to repent and promised salvation. 

 

15 O LORD, you understand. Remember me and care for me. 
Take vengeance for me on those who persecute me. You 
are slow to anger. Do not take me away. Keep in mind that 
for your sake I bear disgrace. 16 Your words came to me, 
and I devoured them. Your words became my joy, the 
delight of my heart, because I bear your name, O LORD God 
of Armies. 17 I did not sit with the band of partygoers, nor did 
I celebrate with them. I sat alone, because your hand was 
upon me. You filled me with indignation. 
18 Why is my pain unending? Why is my wound incurable, 
refusing to heal? Will you be as deceptive as an intermittent 
stream to me, like a source of water that a person can't 
depend on? 
19 Therefore this is what the LORD says. If you repent, I will 
take you back, so that you may stand before me. If what you 
say is worthwhile and not worthless, you will be my 
spokesman. They must turn to you, but you must not turn to 
them. 20 I will make you like a bronze wall to this people. 
They will fight against you, but they will not overcome you, 
because I am with you to save you and to rescue you, 
declares the LORD. 21 I will rescue you from the hand of the 
wicked, and I will deliver you from the grasp of the ruthless. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 
 



 
Psalm of the Day 

Psalm 31A 
 

In You, O Lord, I Have Taken Refuge 
 

 

 

 

In you, LORD, I have taken / refuge; 
    let me never be / put to shame. 
        Into your hands I commit my / spirit; 
            deliver me, LORD, my / faithful God. 
 

My life is consumed by / anguish 
    and my years by / groaning; 
        my strength fails because of my af- / fliction, 
            and my / bones grow weak.   Refrain 
 

My times are / in your hands; 
    deliver me from the hands of my enemies, from those 
who pur- / sue me. 
        Let your face shine on your / servant; 
            save me in your un- / failing love. 
 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
        as it was in the be- / ginning, 
            is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 
 

Tune and setting: Hal H. Hopson; arr. Dale A. Witte  Music: © 1985 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 
719723 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Second Lesson 

Romans 8:18–25 (EHV) 
 

No cross can compare with the crown of glory that is waiting. 
 

  18For I conclude that our sufferings at the present time 
are not worth comparing with the glory that is going to be 
revealed to us. 19In fact, creation is waiting with eager 
longing for the sons of God to be revealed. 20For creation 
was subjected to futility, not by its own will, but by the will 
of the one who subjected it, in the hope 21that even 
creation itself will be set free from slavery to corruption, in 
order to share in the glorious freedom of the children of 
God. 
 

  22For we know that all of creation is groaning with birth 
pains right up to the present time. 23And not only creation, 
but also we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly while we eagerly await our adoption as 
sons, the redemption of our body. 24Indeed, it was for this 
hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is not hope, 
because who hopes for what he already sees? 25But if we 
hope for something we do not see, we eagerly wait for it 
with patient endurance. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Verse of the Day 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Gospel Lesson 

Matthew 16:21–26 (EHV) 
 

Jesus calls His Church to walk in His path. First comes the 
cross, then comes the crown. 

 

  21From that time, Jesus began to show his disciples that 
he had to go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the 
elders, chief priests, and experts in the law, and be killed, 
and on the third day be raised again. 
 

  22Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, 
saying, “May you receive mercy, Lord! This will never 
happen to you.” 
 

  23But Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, 
Satan! You are a snare to me because you are not 
thinking the things of God, but the things of men.” 
 

  24Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone wants to 
follow me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and 
follow me. 25In fact whoever wants to save his life will lose 
it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 26After 
all, what will it benefit a person if he gains the whole world, 
but forfeits his soul? Or what can a person give in 
exchange for his soul? 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
867 Afflicted Saint, to Christ Draw Near CW 867 sts. 1–2, 
Ref, 3–4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text (sts. 1–4): John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt.; (Ref): Constance Dever, b. 1960 Tune: Constance Dever, b. 1960 
Text and tune: © 2018 Sovereign Grace Praise, admin. Integrity Music. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723 

 



 
 
 
 

Sermon Text  
Romans 8:18–25  

 

Groan in anticipation of God’s promised glory, which 
1) Is won for us by Christ, 

2) Sustains creation in its suffering, 
3) Gives purpose to our suffering. 
4) Empowers us to endure patiently 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
    born of the virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty. 
    From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Text: Henry Francis Lyte, 1793–1847, abr., alt. Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–1887 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Offertory Prayer 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank 
you for all that you give us day after day. 
 

We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 



 

You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls 
and to protect us from the temptations of the devil, the world, 
and our sinful nature. 
 

We thank you for those who teach and preach your 
saving truth at this place and everywhere. Grant them a 
rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love. 
 

Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind 
of danger: sudden catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the 
pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by land, sea, 
and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils may 
threaten them. 
 

Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm 
those who are distressed, and comfort all who are old 
and infirm. 
 

Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of 
high trust. Keep our government and schools upright and 
strong for the advancement of good citizenship and useful 
vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, 
and well-being. 
 

Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where 
there are wars, may there be peace. Where there is 
hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, 
or disaster, come with your almighty power to help and 
restore. 
 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus 
our Lord, and ask you to hear us. Take all that we have, our 
bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and 
offerings, and use them to your glory. 
 

We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in 
whatever way is pleasing in your sight. Amen. 
 



The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Final Prayer 
 

O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit 
on your faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace and 
truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow 
on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

 
 

 

 
Blessing 

 

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one 
another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
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Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660–1722, abr.; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823–1907, alt. Tune: Swedish 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Announcements 
 

Church Cleaners 
 

September 6 – Luke / September 13 - Timothy 
 

Regular Schedule Resumes September 13 

 

On Sunday, September 13, the Sunday after Labour Day, 
we return to our regular schedule: Bible class and Sunday 
school at 9:00 a.m., worship at 10:30 a.m. 
 
 
 

DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR 
 

Su (30) 9:30 am  Worship 
 10:45 am Brief Bible Study 
 

Th (3) 6:00 pm  Devotion at Longfield Manor 
 

Sa (5) 10:00 am Communicating Christ Bible Class 
 
Su (6) 9:30 am  Worship (with Communion) 
 10:45 am Brief Bible Study 
 3:00 pm Worship in Poltimore 
 4:00 pm Youth Confirmation in Poltimore 
 
 

Fr (11) 6:00 pm Friday Night Fellowship 
 

Sa (12) 10:00 am Communicating Christ Bible Class 
 

Su (13) 9:00 am  Sunday School / Bible Class 
 10:30 am  Worship 
   

 


