
   

 

 

Sunday, July 12, 2026 
The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Service Theme 
CHRISTIANS ARE PLANTED BY THE WORD 

 

Seeds are extraordinary. In your hand, they look lifeless. Put 
the seed into the soil, and suddenly, all by itself, the seed 
germinates and sprouts and reaches to the sun. Except when it 
doesn’t! Plant multiple seeds, and often only some will grow. 
The Bible describes Christians as planted by the Word. Why do 
some people grow in faith, and not others? What makes 
Christians different? The Bible describes the supernatural 
process by which God calls people to faith through the gospel. 
He promises that his Word always accomplishes his purpose. It 
is powerful all on its own, without our help. As we grow in faith, 
we give God thanks for the miracle of his work in our lives. 
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633 Speak, O Lord CW 633 

 
Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963.  Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 
Text and tune: © 2006 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723 

 



The Service 
Setting Three (page 188) 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 

Amen. 
 

Confession CW 188 
 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not in us. 
 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
 

Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, 
words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a 
sinner. 
  

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He 
sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the 
atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, 
as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Amen. 



Lord, Have Mercy CW 190 



Glory to God in the Highest CW 191 



 

Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman 
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723 

 

The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 

And also with you. 



Prayer of the Day 

 

Let us pray. 
 

 Blessed Lord, since you have caused all Holy Scriptures to be 
written for our learning, grant that we may so hear them, 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may 
embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting 
life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
 

Amen. 
 

First Reading Isaiah 55:6–11 
 

God’s Word produces the fruit that God desires. 
 

6Seek the LORD while he may be found! 
Call on him while he is near! 
7Let the wicked man abandon his way. 
Let an evil man abandon his thoughts. 
Let him turn to the LORD, and he will show him mercy. 
Let him turn to our God, because he will abundantly 
pardon. 

8Certainly my plans are not your plans,  and your ways are 
not my ways, declares the LORD.  9Just as the heavens are 
higher than the earth,  so my ways are higher than your 
ways,  and my plans are higher than your plans. 

10Just as the rain and the snow come down from the sky 
and do not return there unless they first water the earth, 
make it give birth, and cause it to sprout, so that it gives 
seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11in the same way 
my word that goes out from my mouth will not return to 
me empty. 
Rather, it will accomplish whatever I please, 
and it will succeed in the purpose for which I sent it. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God. 



65A The Seed That Falls Psalm 65A 
  

Praise awaits / you, our God; 
    you call forth / songs of joy. 
You care for the land and / water it; 
    you soften it with showers and / bless its crops. 
The streams of God are filled with / water 
    to provide the peo- / ple with grain.   Refrain 
   

You crown the year with your / bounty, 
    and your carts overflow with a- / bundance. 
The whole earth is / filled with awe  
    at your / wonders. 
The meadows are covered with flocks and the valleys are 
man- / tled with grain; 
    they shout for / joy and sing. 
 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 
 
Text: David Haas, alt.  Tune: David Haas, alt. 
Text and tune: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723 
Setting: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723 
 



 
 
 
 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 3:5–11 
 

We sow the seed of God’s Word, but only he can make it grow. 
 

  5What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? They are 
ministers through whom you believed, and each served as 
the Lord gave him his role. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but 
God was causing the growth. 7So then, neither the one who 
plants nor the one who waters is anything, but it is God 
who causes the growth. 8The one who plants and the one 
who waters are united, and each will receive his own reward 
according to his own labor. 9For God is the one whom we 
serve as coworkers, and you are God’s field, God’s building. 
  10In keeping with the grace of God given to me, as a wise 
master builder, I laid a foundation, and someone else is 
building on it. But let each person be careful how he builds 
on it. 11In fact, no one can lay any other foundation than the 
one that has been laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
   

The Word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation Isaiah 55:11 
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  
My word will not return to me empty, but will accomplish 
what I desire  and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Gospel Matthew 13:1–9,18–23 
 

Jesus pictures ministry as a planter scattering seed. 
 

  1That same day Jesus left the house and was sitting by the 
sea. 2A large crowd gathered around him. So he stepped into a 
boat and sat down, while all the people stood on the shore. 
3He told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen, a 
sower went out to sow. 4As he sowed, some seed fell along the 
path, and the birds came and ate it. 5Other seed fell on rocky 
ground, where it did not have much soil. Immediately the 
seed sprang up, because the soil was not deep. 6But when the 
sun rose, the seed was scorched. Because it had no root, it 
withered away. 7Other seed fell among thorns. The thorns 
grew up and choked it. 8But some seed fell on good ground 
and produced grain: some one hundred times, some sixty, and 
some thirty times more than was sown. 9Whoever has ears to 
hear, let him hear.” 
  18“So listen carefully to the parable of the sower. 19When 
anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the Evil One comes and snatches away what 
has been sown in his heart. This is the seed that was sown 
along the path. 20The seed that was sown on rocky ground is 
the person who hears the word and immediately receives it 
with joy, 21yet he is not deeply rooted and does not endure. 
When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he 
immediately falls away. 22The seed that was sown among the 
thorns is the one who hears the word, but the worry of this 
world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it 
produces no fruit. 23But the seed that was sown on the good 
ground is the one who continues to hear and understand the 
word. Indeed he continues to produce fruit: some a hundred, 
some sixty, and some thirty times more than was sown.” 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 



 

 

 

 

644 Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast CW 644 

 

 
 
Text: John Cawood, 1775–1852, abr., alt. Tune: The CL Psalmes of David, Edinburgh, 1615 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon Matthew 13:1–9,18–23 
 

How do you receive the Word of God? 
 

1) Do you let the devil snatch it from your ear? 
2) Do you let trouble scorch it from your heart? 
3) Do you let the world choke it from your soul? 

4) Or does it take root in you and produce abundant fruit? 
 
 
 
 
 



Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 
  

Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that 
surrounds us and the globe on which we live. You control 
all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in 
glory. 
 

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence. 
  

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. 
Clear away our confusion, and demolish our doubts. Send 
your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your 
promises and our desire to live according to your will. 
 



Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day 
by your grace. 
  

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. 
Protect us from scoffers who sneer at your truth. Spare us 
and Christians around the world from all forms of hate and 
persecution.    
 

Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and 
joy. 
  

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as 
they prepare for future days. Help them distinguish 
between what is passing and what is eternal, between 
instant thrills and lasting joy. Encourage more young 
people to prepare for service in the public ministry of the 
gospel. 
 

Mold us and move us to be good examples for our 
youth.    
  

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing 
physical or emotional pain and all who are afflicted by 
disease or facing death. [Especially bless ….] Pour out your 
compassion on the grieving, and comfort the mourners who 
miss someone they loved. 
 

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to 
help when we can. 
  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  

Silent prayer 
  

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to 
hear and answer us. Give us patience to accept your 
blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and 
wisdom, prepare us for the day when you will take us to be 
with you forever. 
 

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 



 

Offertory Prayer  

981 In This Place Your Word Is Planted CW 981 

 

 

 
 
Text: Delores Dufner, b. 1939  Tune: Christian F. Witt, 1660–1716 
Text: © 2011 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723  Tune: Public domain 

 
Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for 
our learning. May we so hear them, read, learn, and take 
them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by 
your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
 

Amen. 
 



Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

Amen. 
 

925 On What Has Now Been Sown CW 925 

 

 



 

 
 
Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, adapt., alt.  Tune: John Darwall, 1731–1789 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 
 

Announcements 
 

Church Cleaners 
 

  July 19 Thomas / July 26 John  
 

Church Picnic and Corn Boil 
 

Mark your calendars! The annual church picnic and corn boil is 
August 9th after the service. This year we have the added treat 
of ice cream catered by AY Ice Cream (12–2). There will also be 
fun games and great fellowship. This is a wonderful opportunity 
to practice ‘friendship evangelism’. Invite your friends for worship 
at 9:30 and then the picnic. Hope to see everyone there! 

 

Flower Donations to Beautify the Altar 
 

Congregational members are encouraged to donate cut fresh 
flowers and/or potted flowering plants to beautify the altar for 
special occasions such as: anniversaries, birthdays, weddings, 
birth of a child, in memory of a loved one, etc. Please notify your 
intention to donate and the date to Judy Bellefeuille 
(judy.bellefeuille@gmail.com). 

 



 

DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR 
 
 

Su (12) 9:30 am  Worship  
 10:45 am Brief Bible Study 
 

Tu (14) 6:00 pm Elders Meeting 
 7:00 pm Council Meeting 
 

Sa (18) 10:00 am Bible Information Class  
 

Su (19) 9:30 am  Worship (with Communion) 
 10:45 am Brief Bible Study 
 11:30 am Evangelism Meeting 
 3:00 pm Worship in Poltimore 
 4:00 pm Youth Confirmation in Poltimore 
 

Pastor will be away from July 20 - 31 
 

Su (26) 9:30 am  Lay led Worship   
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