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ﬂe e righteousness, godliness,
faith, love, steadfastness,

these thingy. gentleness.

1Timothy 6:11

Sunday, June 28, 2026
The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

Service Theme
LOVE GOD ABOVE ALL

Not all love is good. It is self-destructive to love bad things. It
is just as harmful to love good things in a bad order. For
example, it would seem to be a good thing for a man to love his
dog. But if he loves his dog more than he loves his wife, his
“love” for both is disordered. For love to be healthy, it needs to
be properly ordered. Christians love the people whom God has
placed into their lives. But when those people desire something
that God does not desire, Christians love and serve God above
all. Properly ordered love leads us to be faithful to God and his
Word. We love God above all because he first loved us.
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1 Fight the good fight with all your might; Christ is your
2 Run the straight race through God’s good grace; lift up vyour
3 Cast care a - side, lean on your guide; his bound-less
4 Faint not nor fear, his arms are near; he chang-es
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strength and  Christ your right. Lay hold on life, and
eyes and seek his face. Life with its way be -
mer - cy will pro - vide. Lean, and the trust - ing
not, and you are dear. On - ly be - lieve, and

it  shall be your joy and crown e - ter - nal - ly.
fore us lies; Christ is the path and Christ the prize.
soul shall prove Christ is its life and Christ its love.
you will see that Christ is Lord e - ter - mnal - ly.

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 18111875, alt. Tune: The Methodist Harmonist, New York, 1821. Text and tune: Public domain

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the -~ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

The Service
Service of Word and Prayer (page 266)

[ rejoiced with those who said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the Lord.”
How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord Almighty!

Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are
ever praising you.



The Lord is near to all who call on him,

to all who call on him in truth.

Time of the Church

Teach me, Lord, the way of your decrees,
that I may follow it to the end.

Your word is a lamp for my feet,

a light on my path.

Faith comes from hearing the message,

and the message is heard through the word about
Christ.

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the
wisdom that comes from above. Let nothing hinder your
Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying
of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in
steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Exodus 32:15-29
Israel’s example of the golden calf reveals how easily we fall into idolatry.

5Moses turned and went down the mountain, with the two
tablets of the Testimony in his hand—tablets that were written
on both sides, written on one side and on the other. *The tablets
were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God,
engraved on the tablets.

7When Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted,
he said to Moses, “There is the noise of war in the camp.”



BMoses said, “It is not the sound of people who shout for
victory; neither is it the sound of people who cry because of
defeat. But I do hear the sound of people who are celebrating.”

9As soon as Moses came near the camp, he saw the calf and
the dancing, and Moses' anger burned. So he threw the tablets
out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain.
2°He took the calf that they had made, burned it with fire,
ground it to powder, and scattered it on the water. Then he
made the people of Israel drink it.

>'Moses said to Aaron, “What did these people do to you, that
you have brought such a great sin on them?”

22Aaron said, “Do not let the anger of my lord burn. You know
these people. They are set on evil, 3so they said to me, ‘Make a
god for us, who will go ahead of us, because this Moses, the man
who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know
what has become of him.” 24So I said to them, ‘Whoever has any
gold, pull it off.” So they gave it to me. I threw it into the fire and
out came this calf.”

3When Moses saw that the people were out of control (for
Aaron had let them get so out of control that they were
disgraced among their enemies), 2Moses stood in the gate of the
camp and said, “Whoever is on the LORD's side, come to me!”

All the descendants of Levi gathered themselves together to
Moses. 27He said to them, “This is what the LORD, the God of
Israel, says, ‘Every man is to strap his sword on his thigh and go
back and forth throughout the camp, from one gate of the camp
to the other, and every man is to kill his brother, and every man
his friend, and every man his neighbor.” *®The Levites did what
Moses said, and that day about three thousand men from among
the people fell. 2Moses said, “Begin your service of the LORD
today. Yes, because every man among you took a stand against
his son and against his brother, the LORD is bestowing a blessing
on you today.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



27A The LORD Is My Light Psalm 27A

Refrain
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The LORD is my light and my salvation—whom / shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I / be
afraid?
One thing I ask / from the LORD,
this only / do I seek:
that I may dwell in the house / of the LORD
all the days / of my life,
to gaze on the beauty / of the LORD
and to seek him in his / temple. Refrain

He will hide me in the shelter of his / sacred tent
and set me high up- / on a rock.
I remain confi- / dent of this:
I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land / of the living.
Wait / for the LORD;
be strong and take heart and wait / for the LORD.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in / the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain

Text: adapt. Adrian Smith; Christopher Walker. Tune: adapt. Adrian Smith; Christopher Walker
Setting: adapt. Adrian Smith; Christopher Walker
Text and music: © 1996 Christopher Walker. Published by OCP (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723



Epistle 1 Timothy 6:11-16
St. Paul describes how loving God above all things will look in our lives.

"But you, O man of God, flee from these things and pursue
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance, and
gentleness. *Fight the good fight of faith. Take hold of
eternal life, to which you were called and about which you
made your good confession in the presence of many
witnesses. B3I charge you in the presence of God, who gives
life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who made a good
confession as a witness before Pontius Pilate, “that you
keep this command without spot and without fault, until
the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, >which he will make
known at the proper time—the blessed and only ruler, the
King of kings and Lord of lords, *who alone has
immortality, who lives in unapproachable light, whom no
one has seen or is able to see. To him be honor and power
forever! Amen.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Verse of the Day Mark 8:34

Alleluia, alleluia.
Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves

and take up their cross and follow me.
Alleluia.



Gospel Matthew 10:34—-42

Jesus calls us to love him above all.

3%Do not think that I came to bring peace to the earth. I
did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35For I came to
turn a man against his father, a daughter against her
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.
3%A man's enemies will be the members of his own
household.

37“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more
than me is not worthy of me. 3¥Whoever does not take up
his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 3Whoever
finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my
sake will find it.

1°“Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever
receives me receives him who sent me. ¥Whoever receives a
prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's
reward. Whoever receives a righteous man because he is a
righteous man will receive a righteous man's reward.
“Whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold
water to drink because he is my disciple—Amen I tell you—
he will never lose his reward.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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1 “Come, fol - low me,” the Sav - ior spake, “all in my
2“1 am the light, I light the way, a god - ly
3 Y teach you how to shun and flee what harms your

4 Then let us fol - low Christ our Lord and take the
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way a - bid - ing; de - ny vyour-selves, the world for- sake,

life dis - play - ing; I bid youwalk as in the day,
soul’s sal - va - tion, your heart from ev - ’ry guile to free,
cross ap - point - ed and, firm - ly cling - ing to his Word,
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I Lkeep your feet from stray - ing. I am the way, and
from sin and its temp - ta - tion. I am the ref - uge
in suf-fring be un - daunt - ed. For those who bear the
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e’er be - tide, take my ex - am - ple for vyour guide.
well I show how you must so - journ here be - low.
of the soul and lead you to your heavn -ly goal.”
bat-tle’s strain the crown of heav’n - ly life ob - tain.

Text: tr. Charles W. Schaeffer, 1813-1896, alt.; (sts. 1-2, 4): Johann Scheffler, 1624-1677, abr.; (st. 3): Geistliche Lieder und Lobgesénge,
1695. Tune: Bartholomdus Gesius, c. 1555-1613, adapt. Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon Exodus 20:1-6

"Then God spoke all these words:

2] am the LORD your God, who brought you out from the land
of Egypt, where you were slaves.

3You shall have no other gods beside me. 4You shall not make
any carved image for yourself or a likeness of anything in heaven
above, or on the earth below, or in the waters under the earth.
5Do not bow down to them or be subservient to them, for I the
LORD your God am a jealous God. I follow up on the guilt of the
fathers with their children, their grandchildren, and their great-
grandchildren, if they also hate me. ®But I show mercy to
thousands who love me and keep my commandments.

The LORD is a jealous God
1) Who deserves your love,
2) Who demands your fear,

3) Who encourages your trust.



Apostles’ Creed CW 268

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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1 Lord, thee I love with all my heart; I pray thee,
2 Yea, Lord, ’twas thy rich boun - ty gave my bod - vy,
3 Lord, let at last thine an - gels come, to A-br’ham’s
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ne’er from me de - part, with ten - der mer - cy cheer me.

soul, and all I have in this poor life of la - bor
bos - om bear me home that I may die un-fear - ing;
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Earth has no plea-sure I would share; yea, heav’n it -
Lord, grant that I in ev - ry place may glo -1i -
and in its nar - row cham - ber keep my bod -y
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self were void and bare if thou, Lord, wert not near me.
fy thy lav - ish grace and help and serve my neigh - bor.
safe in peace-ful sleep wun - til thy re - ap- pear - ing.
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And should my heart for sor-row break, my trust in thee can
Let no false doc-trine me be-guile; let Sa - tan not my
And then from death a - wak-en me that these mine eyes with
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noth-ing shake. Thou art the por-tion I have sought; thy pre-cious
soul de - file. Give strength and pa-tienceun - to me to bear my

R joy may see, O Son of God, thy glo-rious face, my Sav-ior
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blood my soul has bought. Lord Je - sus Christ, my God and
cross and fol - low thee. Lord Je - sus Christ, my God and
and my fount of grace. Lord Je - sus Christ, my prayer at-
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Lord, my God and Lord, for-sake me mnot! I trust thy Word.
Lord, my God and Lord, in death thy com - fort still af - ford.
tend, my prayer at-tend, and [ will praise thee with-out end.

Text: Martin M. Schalling, 1532-1608; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 18271878, alt.
Tune: Zwey Biicher . . . Tablatur, Strassburg, 1577
Text and tune: Public domain



Offertory Prayer

Prayer CW 268
Lord, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy;

in your faithfulness and righteousness, come to my
relief.

Spare us, Lord, from the lies of the devil and the attacks of
our conscience. Comfort and save us in your patient
compassion.

Have mercy on us, Jesus.

Guide us, Lord, to the wisdom of your Word and the power
of your promises. Take away our confusion and doubt.

Have mercy on us, Jesus.

Hear us, Lord, when we come to you in prayer. Make us
confident to take you at your word and to follow you in
faith.

Have mercy on us, Jesus.

Empower us, Lord, to walk in your ways and live in your
truth. Fill us with your love, that we may love you and one
another.

Have mercy on us, Jesus.

Prayer for Canada Day

Almighty God, we acknowledge with thanks that all we
have and enjoy is a gift from your gracious hand. We come
before you today in heartfelt appreciation for our nation
and its people.

We thank you for enabling us to worship you in
freedom and to serve you without fear.



You have enriched us with the bounties of farm and factory,
the beauty of forest and mountain, and the marvels of
medicine and science.

For all these blessings, we praise and glorify you.

Look with favor upon our nation and preserve our
cherished liberties. Enable our leaders to govern with
wisdom, honesty, courage, and justice. Protect those who
serve in the armed forces and those who maintain peace
and safety in our communities.

Give us willingness to obey our nation’s laws and to
work for the common good.

Keep our financial institutions secure and our economy
strong. Bless our fields that they may produce abundant
harvests. Guard us from calamities of nature and accident
and spare our land from the ravages of disease and
epidemic.

Teach us not to worry but to cast all our cares on you.

Strengthen the homes of our nation. By your Spirit lead
husbands and wives to love each other, parents to nurture
their children, young adults to assume responsibility, and
children to show respect.

Lead the citizens of our land to honor the useful
foundations of society.

Care for those who are sick or have been injured. Calm
those who are disappointed and depressed. [Especially
bless... here name the person and the cause of the petition. ]
Provide guidance to those who care for people in trouble or
in need.

Lead us to provide help when we can and to pray at all
times.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.



Silent prayer
To you, O Lord, we bring our thanks and our requests.

Hear our prayers for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Time of the Church CW 269

Almighty God, by your Spirit the whole body of the Church
is governed and sanctified. Receive our prayers for all
members of your holy Church, that in their vocations and
ministries they may truly serve and honor you; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen.

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord—the Father, the 4 Son,
and the Holy Spirit—bless us and keep us.

Amen.



775 Before You, Lord, We Bow
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Be - fore you, Lord, we bow, our

God who reigns a - bove and
well your love de-clare, from
vale and for - est green, shine
your great Re-deem-er own; be -
oh, may our na-tive land from

1

2 The na-tion you have blessed may
3 May ev-’ry moun-tain height, each
4 Earth, hear your mak-er’s voice,
5 And when in pow’r he comes,
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rules the world be - low in bound-less pow’r and love. Our thanks we
foes and fears at rest, pro-tect -ed by vyour care. For this bright
in your Word’s pure light and its rich fruits be seen! May ev - ’ry
lieve, o - bey, re - joice, and wor-ship him a - lone. Cast down your
all its rend-ing tombs send forth a glo-rious band, a count-less
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joy and praise,our hearts we raise to you, our King!
day, for this fair land—gifts of your hand—our thanks we pay.
tongue be tuned to praise and join to raise a grate - ful song.
pride, your sin de- plore,and bow be - fore the Cru - ci - fied.
throng, with joy to sing to heav’ns high King, sal - va - tion’s song!

Text: Francis Scott Key, 1779-1843, alt. Tune: John Darwall, 1731-1789 Text and tune: Public domain
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Announcements

Church Cleaners

July 5 Timothy / July 12 Mark

DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR

Su (28) 9:30 am
10:45 am

10:30 am
10:00 am

9:30 am
10:45 am
3:00 pm
4:00 pm
Fr(10) 6:00 pm
Sa (11) 10:00 am

Su (12) 9:30 am
10:45 am

Th (2)
Sa (4)
Su (5)

Worship
Voters Meeting

Devotion and Longfield Manor
Bible Information Class

Worship (with Communion)
Brief Bible Study

Worship in Poltimore

Youth Confirmation in Poltimore

Friday Night Fellowship
Bible Information Class

Worship
Brief Bible Study




