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Service Theme
HE LIVES TO RULE ALL THINGS FOR THE CHURCH

Without the resurrection of Jesus, we would have to wonder
who oversees the world. The world seems so chaotic. People
claim to be in charge, but they have limited power and strange
ideas -many of which are harmful for Christians. Leaders seem
to lead without acknowledging Jesus. But he lives, and it makes
a difference. Jesus is head over everything for the Church. At
the time of Ascension, he took his proper place. The Festival of
the Ascension is one of the oldest and most joyful celebrations
in the Christian Church. It will be observed by Christians until
Christ returns to take us to be with him.
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472 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing CW 472 sts. 1-2
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Text: The Venerable Bede, 673-735, abr.; tr. Composite. Tune: Geistliche Kirchengeséng, Kéln, 1623. Text and tune: Public domain

The Service
Setting Two (page 172)

In the name of the Father and of the -~ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.




Confession CW 172

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the
truth is not in us.

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts,
words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He
sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the
atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore,
as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 4 Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Lord, Have Mercy CW 174
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CW 176

Glory to God in the Highest
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Tune: Marty Haugen Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far
above the heavens, and at God’s right hand you rule the
nations. Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant us the Spirit
of truth that, at your command and by your power, we may
be your witnesses in all the world; for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

First Reading Acts 1:1-11
Jesus ascends to rule over all things as his Church serves as his witnesses.

'l wrote my first book, Theophilus, about everything
Jesus began doing and teaching *until the day he was taken
up, after he had given instructions through the Holy Spirit
to the apostles he had chosen. 3After he had suffered, he
presented himself alive to the apostles with many
convincing proofs. He appeared to them over a period of
forty days and told them things about the kingdom of God.

4Once, when he was eating with them, he commanded
them, “Do not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for what the
Father promised, which you heard from me. 5For John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit not many days from now.”

°So when they were together with him, they asked,
“Lord, is this the time when you are going to restore the
kingdom to Israel?”

"He said to them, “It is not for you to know the times or
seasons that the Father has set by his own authority. 3But
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”



9After he said these things, he was taken up while they
were watching, and a cloud took him out of their sight.
“They were looking intently into the sky as he went away.
Suddenly, two men in white clothes stood beside them.
"They said, “Men of Galilee, why are you standing here
looking up into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been
taken up from you into heaven, will come back in the same
way you have seen him go into heaven.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Text: The Venerable Bede, 673-735, abr.; tr. Composite. Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesédng, Kéln, 1623. Text and tune: Public domain



Second Reading Ephesians 1:15-23

Jesus ascended to fill all creation with his presence and power for a very
specific purpose.
5This is why, ever since I heard about your faith in the

Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, °I never stop
giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 7]
keep praying that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious Father, will give you the Spirit of wisdom and
revelation in knowing Christ fully. **I pray that the eyes of
your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know the
hope to which he has called you, just how rich his glorious
inheritance among the saints is, and just how surpassingly
great his power is for us who believe. *°It is as great as the
working of his mighty strength, which God worked in
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at
his right hand in the heavenly places, *far above all rule,
authority, power, and dominion, and above every name that
is given, not only in this age but also in the one to come.
22God also placed all things under his feet and made him
head over everything for the church. The church is his
body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



472 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing CW 472 sts. 5-6
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Text: The Venerable Bede, 673-735, abr.; tr. Composite. Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesang, K6ln, 1623. Text and tune: Public domain

Luke 24:44-53

Before he ascends, Jesus promises to send the disciples power from on high
to carry out the mission of the Church.

Gospel

44He said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to
you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled
that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets,
and the Psalms.”

4Then he opened their minds to understand the
Scriptures. 4°He said to them, “This is what is written and so it
must be: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the
third day, ¥7and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be
preached in his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem.




4“You are witnesses of these things. °Look, [ am sending
you what my Father promised. But stay in the city until you
are clothed with power from on high.”

5°He led them out as far as the vicinity of Bethany. He
lifted up his hands and blessed them. 5'And while he was
blessing them, he parted from them and was taken up into
heaven. 5°So they worshipped him and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy. 3They were continually in the
temple courts, praising and blessing God. Amen.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
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Sermon Psalm 47
'All you peoples, clap your hands!
Shout to God! Sing a loud song!
*Yes, the LORD Most High is awesome.
He is the great King over all the earth!
3He subdues peoples under us
and nations under our feet.
4He chooses our inheritance for us.
It is the pride of Jacob, whom he loves. Interlude
5God has ascended with a joyful shout.
The LORD goes up with the sound of the ram's horn.
®Make music for God! Make music!
Make music for our King! Make music!
7For God is the King of all the earth.
Make music for him with a wise song.
8God reigns as king over the nations.
God is seated on his holy throne.
9The nobles of the peoples come together
as the people of the God of Abraham.
Yes, the shields of the earth belong to God.
He is greatly exalted.

Theme: Sing the Praises of Our Ascended LORD.
1) He subdues the peoples under us.
2) He reigns over the nations for us.

Nicene Creed CW 180

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.



Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the

Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the

dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Offertory Prayer

Prayer of the Church (W 182

Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you
forgive our sins in Christ. Lead us to see clearly the path you
have laid out for us.

Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have
heard today.



Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach
your Word. Fill them with a love like yours as they proclaim your
grace to us and all people.

Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they
serve.

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead
husbands and wives to love each other with commitment,
respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal value of
keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to
those who are single, and make them a blessing to others.

Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us
pure hearts and minds.

Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set
policies. Give us respect for those who protect us from crime.
Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and to defend
those who cannot defend themselves.

Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel
may be proclaimed to all.

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family
and friends. Overcome unbelief, and open the hearts of people
everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus has forgiven
their sins and opened the gates of heaven.

Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to
trust in you.

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in
body or mind. [Pour out your special blessing on . . .] Give
patience and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying.

Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ.
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer



Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all
people. Hear our prayers, spoken and silent, and answer them in
your wisdom and grace.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

The Sacrament

Preface CW 183
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Tune: Marty Haugen. Tune: © 1984, 1985, 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all
places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his
willing sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the world and
by his glorious resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore,
with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your
holy name and join their glorious song:
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Prayer of Thanksgiving CW 185

Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from
all people. You created the world and all who live in it, and
in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for the
grace of your Son, Jesus Christ.

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant
and became obedient to death, even death on a cross. He
offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from
its curse and penalty.




He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored
eternal life with you. He conquered our enemies and gained
for us the kingdom of grace and glory.

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead
us to remember his suffering, death, and resurrection.
Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in
heaven. Hear our praise and receive our thanks as we
worship you—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer CW 185

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen.

Words of Institution CW 186

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave
it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my - body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my = blood of the
new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.



Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186
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Distribution

Thanksgiving and Proclamation

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.



We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the
heavenly banquet you have given us in this Sacrament.
Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our
hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to
live as your holy people until that day when you will receive
us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to
you.

The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.

Amen.
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Announcements
Church Cleaners
May 24 — Simon / May 31 — Matthew

DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR

Su (17) 9:00 am Sunday School / Bible Study
10:30 am Worship (with Communion)
11:45 am Coffee Hour
12:00 pm Evangelism Meeting
3:00 pm Worship in Poltimore
4:00 pm Youth Confirmation in Poltimore

Tu (19) 6:00 pm Elders Meeting
7:00 pm Council Meeting

Su (24) 10:30 am Lay-led Worship
11:45 am Coffee Hour

Pastor will be out of town from May 20 through May 26

Su (31) 9:00 am Sunday School / Bible Study
10:30 am Worship
11:45 am Coffee Hour




