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MATTHEW 28:6

Sunday, April 5, 2026
Easter Service with Holy Communion

Service Theme
Our Living High Priest

Even though Jesus’ Resurrection is God’s irrevocable
declaration of forgiveness, life, and salvation for those who
believe in Him, it doesn’t mark the end of Jesus work. As
our risen and living High Priest, Jesus continues to
intercede to His Father on our behalf and brings His
Father’s blessings to us.
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Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen!

The Lord is risen!
He is risen indeed!

This is the day the LORD has made;
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
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CONFESSION OF SINS

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Holy and merciful Father, | confess that | am by nature
sinful and that | have disobeyed you in my thoughts,
words, and actions. | have done what is evil and failed
to do what is good. For this | deserve your
punishment both now and in eternity. But | am truly
sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus
Christ, | pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
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on us. Lord, have mer-cy on us. A - men.

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and
has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our
sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of your Son,
Jesus Christ, you conquered death and opened the gate
to eternal life. Grant that we, who have been raised with
him through Baptism, may walk in newness of life and ever
rejoice in the hope of sharing his glory; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be dominion and praise now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Isaiah 25:6-9

The Lord has taken away our disgrace, torn up the shroud of
death, and promised us an eternal feast of joy.

°On this mountain
the LORD of Armies will prepare for all peoples
a banquet of rich food, a banquet of aged wines,
with the best cuts of meat, and with the finest wines.
70On this mountain
he will destroy the shroud that covers all peoples,
the burial cloth stretched over all nations.
8He has swallowed up death forever!
The LORD God will wipe away the tears from every face.
He will take away the shame of his people throughout the
earth.
For the LORD has spoken.
90n that day it will be said, “Look, here is our God!
We waited for him, and he saved us!
This is the LORD! We waited for him.
Let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation!”
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The LORD is my strength and / my defense;
he has become my sal- / vation.
The LORD’s right hand is / lifted high;

the LORD’s right hand has done / mighty things!

I will not / die but live,

and will proclaim what the / LORD has done. Refrain

[ will give you thanks, for you / answered me;

you have become my sal- / vation.
The stone the builders re- / jected
has become the / cornerstone;
the LORD has / done this,
and it is marvelous / in our eyes.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,

is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain




Epistle 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Jesus’ Resurrection, witnessed by many, is the cornerstone of
the Christian faith.

'Brothers, I am going to call your attention to the gospel
that I preached to you. You received it, and you took your
stand on it. *You are also being saved by that gospel that
was expressed in the words I preached to you, if you keep
your hold on it—unless you believed in vain. 3For |
delivered to you as of first importance what I also received:

that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the

Scriptures,

4that he was buried,

that he was raised on the third day in accordance with

the Scriptures,

5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve.
®After that he appeared to over five hundred brothers at the
same time, most of whom are still alive, but some have
fallen asleep. "Then he appeared to James, and then to all
the apostles. 8Last of all, he appeared also to me, the
stillborn child, so to speak. °For I am the least of the
apostles, and I am not worthy to be called an apostle,
because I persecuted God's church. *But by the grace of
God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not
ineffective. On the contrary, I worked more than all of them
(and yet it wasn't my doing, but it was the grace of God,
which was with me, that did it). "So whether it is I or they,
that is what we preach, and that is what you believed.



'After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week,
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the
tomb. *Suddenly, there was a great earthquake! For an
angel of the Lord came down from heaven, and going to the
tomb, he rolled away the stone and was sitting on it. 3His
appearance was like lightning, and his clothing was as
white as snow. “The guards were so terrified of him that
they shook and became like dead men.

5The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid! [ know
that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified.

Verse of the Day Revelation 1:18
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®He is not here. He has risen, just as he said. Come, see the
place where the Lord lay. 7Go quickly and tell his disciples,
‘He has risen from the dead! And look, he is going ahead of
you to Galilee. There you will see him.” See, I have told
you!”

8They hurried away from the tomb, with fear and great
joy, and ran to tell his disciples. °Suddenly Jesus met them
and said, “Greetings!”

They approached, took hold of his feet, and worshipped
him.

°Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go, tell my
brothers that they should go to Galilee, and there they will
see me.”
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Praise be to you, O Christ! Praise be to you, O Christ!

The Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the
dead.




I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

4411 Know That My Redeemer Lives
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Sermon Text & Theme

Hebrews 7: 24-25 ... Jesus is our Living High Priest”

But because this one endures forever, he has a
permanent priesthood. So for this reason he is able to

save forever those who come to God through him,
because he always lives to plead on their behalf.
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Sav-ior and my God, with Christ my Sav-ior and my God.

Offertory Prayer




Prayer for the Church & Lord’s Prayer

Heavenly Father, God of grace, you have brought us into a
new and living hope by the resurrection of Jesus from the
dead. For as in Adam all died, so in Christ all will be made
alive.

He was delivered over to death for our sins, and raised
to life for our justification.

We marvel at the love you showed by your willingness to
sacrifice your Son to pay for our sins; we bow down in
adoration at your mighty power which raised him from the
dead.

We praise you for sending the true Life and Light into
the world.

Lord Jesus, God of grace, you have filled our hearts with
resurrection joy by your victory over sin, death, and the
grave.

You have conquered the darkness and given us
comfort and hope.

With the church of every age, we offer you unending praise,
for you have crushed Satan's head and have removed our
guilt. Dear Savior, we who are weary and burdened come
to you for rest, knowing that because of your perfect
redemption there is now no condemnation for us.

Take away our doubts and fears, and daily renew in us
the joy of our salvation.

(Special intercessions may follow)

Holy Spirit, God of grace, you have called us by the gospel
and brought us to saving faith in our risen Lord.

We glorify you for opening our eyes to see the light of
life.



Keep us with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. As we journey
through life, make us yearn for the day when you will give
eternal life to us and all believers in Christ. Work through us
as we proclaim the saving message of the crucified and risen
Jesus near and far, so that many others may hear your call,
obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, and join us before
the throne of our God and of the Lamb.

Alleluia! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Alleluia!

Gracious Lord, we now pray the prayer you have taught us
to pray:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen

The Sacrament of Holy Communion

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is good and right so to do.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in
all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty
and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord and
we praise you especially for the glorious resurrection of
your Son, the true Passover Lamb, who by his sacrifice
fook away the sins of the world and by his resurrection
restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and
join their glorious song:
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Word of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave
it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.




O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD
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SONG OF SIMEON

Nunc Dimittis
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Thanksgiving
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
And his mercy endures forever.

Final Prayer

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving
kindness you sent your Son to share our humanity. We thank
you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in
this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but
will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we
willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.



Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to

yoOu.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
Amen.
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Announcements

Church Cleaners
April 12 — Barnabas / April 19 — Luke

DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR

Su (5) 8:00 am Easter Sunrise (with Communion)
9:00 am Easter Breakfast
10:30 am Easter Worship
3:00 pm Easter at Our Shepherd (Poltimore)

Pastor will be out of town from April 7 - 11

Su (12) 9:00 am Sunday School / Bible Study
10:30 am Worship
11:45 am Coffee Hour

Tu (14) 7:00 pm Communicating Christ Class
Fr(17) 3:00 pm Women’s Bible Study

Su (19) 9:00 am Sunday School / Bible Study
10:30 am Worship (with Communion)
11:45 am Coffee Hour
3:00 pm Worship in Poltimore
4:00 pm Youth Confirmation in Poltimore




