
   

 

 

Sunday, April 26, 2026 
The Fourth Sunday of Easter – Good Shepherd Sunday 

 

 

Service Theme 
HE LIVES TO BE MY GOOD SHEPHERD 

 

Without the resurrection of Jesus, we would have to choose 
our own direction in life. We would be terrible at it, because, 
like sheep, we can generally see only what’s in front of us at 
the moment, and we get ourselves into trouble. It is 
especially difficult for us to look far into our future as 
planned by Jesus. If he had not risen from the dead, we would 
be on our own. But he lives, and it makes a difference. We 
have the reliable direction of the Good Shepherd. He feeds 
us with his Word. He protects us from the roaring lion, 
Satan. He is leading us into the green pastures of eternal life. 
Jesus lives to be our Good Shepherd. 
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685 Through Simple Water, Drawn and Poured CW 685 

 

 

 
 
Text: Nicolaus Selnecker, 1532–1592, abr.; tr. Mark G. Schroeder, b. 1954 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, Wittenberg, 1535, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text: © 2021 Mark G. Schroeder, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723 
Tune: Public domain 

 
 

The Service 
Holy Baptism (page 151) 

 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 

Amen. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Confession 
 

Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said, 
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.” 
  

All of us are born into this world with a deep need for 
Baptism. From our parents we inherit a sinful nature; we 
are without true fear of God and true faith in God and are 
condemned to eternal death. But while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. He took away our sin by giving 
his life on the cross. In Baptism, he clothes us with the robe 
of his righteousness and gives us a new life. We recall what 
Baptism means for our daily lives: 
  

Baptism means that the sinful nature in us  
    should be drowned by daily sorrow and repentance,  
    and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to 
death.  
It also means that a new person should daily arise  
    to live before God in righteousness and purity 
forever. 
  
 
 
 
 



As baptized children of God, we confess our sins: 
 

Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, 
words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a 
sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

God saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal 
by the Holy Spirit and united us to the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. Every day God forgives your sins, 
removes your guilt, and strengthens you to defeat Satan’s 
power. His promise is for you and your children, and he will 
never forsake you. Your sins are forgiven. You are clothed 
with Christ. You are at peace with God now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism for Paul Jonathan Sawatzky 
 

Do you believe that you were born in sin and therefore 
eternally lost? 
 

Yes, I believe. 
  

Do you believe that the triune God—the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit—planned and carried out your 
salvation? 
 

Yes, I believe. 
  

 



 
 
Do you believe that God grants you the forgiveness of sins 
in Holy Baptism? 
 

Yes, I believe. 
  

Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty 
promises? 
 

Yes, I do. 
  

Do you desire to be baptized into the Christian faith? 
 

Yes, I do. 
 
Paul Jonathan Sawatzky, I baptize you in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
  

Receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart to mark 
you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified. 
  

The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has 
given you the new birth of water and the Spirit and has 
forgiven all your sins. May he strengthen you with his grace 
all the days of your life. Peace be with you. 
  

Let us pray. 
  

We give thanks, most merciful Father, that you have 
received Paul as your own child and made him a member of 
Christ’s body, the church. Now, we pray, grant to him and 
to all your church on earth that, being dead to sin, we may 
live to righteousness and, being buried with Christ into his 
death, we may also share in his resurrection, so that, with 
all your saints, we may inherit eternal life; through Christ 
our Lord. 
 

Amen. 
 



 
 
 
551 Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep CW 551 

 

 

 
 
Text: Henry Cook, 1788–1868, alt. Tune: Friedrich Filitz, 1804–1876. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray. 
  

O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid 
down your life for the sheep. Lead us now to the still waters 
of your life-giving Word that we may abide in your Father’s 
house forevermore; for you live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
 
 



 
The Service 

Service of Word and Prayer (page 266) 
 

I rejoiced with those who said to me, 
 

“Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
  

How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord Almighty! 
 

Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are 
ever praising you. 
  

The Lord is near to all who call on him, 
 

to all who call on him in truth. 
 

Time of Easter 
 

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us 
 

so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God. 
  

Jesus was delivered over to death for our sins 
 

and was raised to life for our justification. 
  

Death has been swallowed up in victory! 
 

Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the 
wisdom that comes from above. Let nothing hinder your 
Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying 
of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in 
steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Epistle 1 Peter 2:19–25 
 

St. Peter calls on us to follow our Shepherd and Overseer even 
if it means we will suffer for doing good. 

 

 19For this is favorable: if a person endures sorrows while 
suffering unjustly because he is conscious of God. 20For 
what credit is it to you if you receive a beating for sinning 
and patiently endure it? But if you suffer for doing good 
and endure it, this is favorable with God. 
  21Indeed, you were called to do this, because Christ also 
suffered for you, leaving you an example so that you would 
follow in his steps. 22He did not commit a sin, and no deceit 
was found in his mouth. 23When he was insulted, he did not 
insult in return. When he suffered, he made no threats. 
Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 24He 
himself carried our sins in his body on the tree so that we 
would be dead to sins and alive to righteousness. By his 
wounds you were healed. 25For you were like sheep going 
astray, but you are now returned to the Shepherd and 
Overseer of your souls. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 



23A I Will Live in the House of the LORD Psalm 23A 

 

 

 
  
The LORD is my / shepherd,  
   I lack / nothing. 
He makes me lie down in green / pastures,  
   he leads me beside quiet / waters, 
he refreshes / my soul.  
   He guides me along the right paths for his / name’s sake. 
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no / evil,  
   for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they / 
comfort me.    Refrain 
  

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my / 
enemies.  
   You anoint my head with oil; my cup / overflows. 
Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days / 
of my life,  
   and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for- / ever. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
   and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 



 
 
 
 
Gospel John 10:1–10 
 

Jesus, the Good Shepherd, is the gate through which we enter 
the green pastures of salvation. 

 

  1“Amen, Amen, I tell you: Anyone who does not enter the 
sheep pen by the door, but climbs in by some other way, is 
a thief and a robber. 2The one who enters by the door is the 
shepherd of the sheep. 3The doorkeeper opens the door for 
him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought 
out all his own sheep, he walks ahead of them. The sheep 
follow him because they know his voice. 5They will never 
follow a stranger, but will run away from him, because they 
do not know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus used this 
illustration in speaking to the people, but they did not 
understand what he was telling them. 
  7So Jesus said again, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: I am the 
door for the sheep. 8All who came before me were thieves 
and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the 
door. Whoever enters through me will be saved. He will 
come in and go out, and find pasture. 
  10“A thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came 
that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 



 
 
 
 
552 The King of Love My Shepherd Is CW 552 

 

 

 
 

5 You spread a table in my sight, 
    a banquet here bestowing; 
your oil of welcome, my delight; 
    my cup is overflowing! 

 

6 And so through all the length of days 
    your goodness fails me never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing your praise 
    within your house forever! 

 
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–1877, alt.  Tune: Irish, 18th cent.  Text and tune: Public domain 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Sermon Ezekiel 34:11–16a 
  

 11For this is what the LORD God says. Here I am. I myself 
will seek the welfare of my flock and carefully search for 
them. 12As a shepherd searches for his flock when his sheep 
that were with him have been scattered, so I will search for 
my flock and rescue them from all the places where they 
were scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will 
bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the 
countries and bring them to their own soil. I will shepherd 
them on the mountains of Israel, in the valleys, and in all 
the settlements of the land. 14I will lead them into good 
pasture, and their grazing land will be on the high 
mountains of Israel. There they will lie down in good 
grazing land, and they will pasture on rich pasture on the 
mountains of Israel. 15I myself will shepherd my flock. I 
myself will let them lie down, declares the LORD God. 16I 
will seek the lost. I will bring back the strays. I will bind up 
the injured. I will strengthen the weak.  

 
Jesus is our loving Shepherd-King 

 

1) Who seeks after his scattered, scared sheep.  
2) Who fulfills his promises and grants us peace.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 



804 I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb CW 804 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Henrietta L. von Hayn, 1724–1782; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Choral-Buch . . . Brüder-Gemeinen, Leipzig, 1784.  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Prayer 
 

Lord, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy; 
 

in your faithfulness and righteousness, come to my 
relief. 
  

Spare us, Lord, from the lies of the devil and the attacks of 
our conscience. Comfort and save us in your patient 
compassion. 
 

Have mercy on us, Jesus. 
  

Guide us, Lord, to the wisdom of your Word and the power 
of your promises. Take away our confusion and doubt. 
 

Have mercy on us, Jesus. 
  



Hear us, Lord, when we come to you in prayer. Make us 
confident to take you at your word and to follow you in 
faith. 
 

Have mercy on us, Jesus. 
  

Empower us, Lord, to walk in your ways and live in your 
truth. Fill us with your love, that we may love you and one 
another. 
 

Have mercy on us, Jesus. 
 

Time of Easter 
 

Almighty God, by the death of your Son you conquered sin, 
and by his resurrection you restored our innocence and 
gave us everlasting life. Fill our hearts with steadfast faith 
that we may daily serve you in your kingdom and praise 
and thank you always; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 



Blessing 
 

The almighty and merciful Lord—the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit—bless us and keep us. 
 

Amen. 
 

625 Splendor and Honor CW 625 

 

 

 
 
Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr., b. 1944Tune: K. Lee Scott, b. 1950 
Text: © 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723 
Tune: © 1987 Birnamwood Publications, a division of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723 
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Announcements 
 

Church Cleaners 
 

May 3 – Mark / May 10 – Thomas 
 
 

 

DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR 
 
 

Su (26) 9:00 am  Sunday School / Bible Study 
 10:30 am Worship  
 11:45 am Coffee Hour 
 12:00 am Evangelism Meeting  
  

Tu (28) 7:00 pm Council Meeting 
 

We (29) 7:00 pm Communicating Christ  
 

Fr (1) 3:00 pm Women’s Bible Study  
  

Su (3) 9:00 am  Sunday School / Bible Study 
 10:30 am Worship (with Communion) 
 11:45 am First Fellowship 
 12:00 pm Divine Sisters 
 3:00 pm Worship in Poltimore 
 4:00 pm Youth Confirmation in Poltimore 
 

Tu (5) 7:00 pm Communicating Christ  
 

Fr (8) 3:00 pm Women’s Bible Study 
 6:00 pm Friday Fellowship 
 

Su (10) 9:00 am  Sunday School / Bible Study 
 10:30 am Worship  
 11:45 am Coffee Hour 
 

 

 


