
 
 

Thursday, April 2, 2026 
Maundy Thursday  

 

Service Theme 
 

Jesus’ Cup of Suffering Fills our Cup with 
Blessing 

 

On the night before His crucifixion, Jesus instituted the 
special meal of Holy Communion: a sacrament that not only 
offers us the very body and blood Jesus used to win our 
salvation on the cross, but also the blessings of forgiveness, 
life and salvation. How can the Lord’s Supper offer us such 
amazing things? All because of Christ’s promise and work 
He connected to this sacrament. Jesus drank the cup of 
suffering His Father gave Him so that, in Holy Communion, 
our plate and cup might be filled with wonderful blessings. 

 



 

Invocation 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 

Amen. 
 

Opening Sentences 
 

On this night, Christ Jesus gathered with His disciples in the 
upper room 
 

And ate with the one who would betray Him. 
 

On this night, Christ, the suffering servant, took a towel and 
washed the disciples’ feet, saying: 
 

A new command I give you: Love one another. As I 
have loved you, so you must love one another. 
 

On this night, Christ our Lord gave us His Holy Supper. 
 

That we who eat this bread and drink this cup may 
proclaim His death, receive His body and blood, have 
His forgiveness, and on the Last Day share in His 
resurrection. 
 

On this night Christ, the Lamb of God, gave Himself into the 
hands of those who would slay Him. 
 

And was abandoned by those who follow Him. 
 

Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, in the Sacrament of Holy Communion, you 
give us your true body and blood as a remembrance of your 
suffering and death on a cross. Grant us so firmly to believe 
your words and promise that we may always partake of this 
sacrament to our eternal good; for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Amen. 



417 It Was a Dark and Dismal Night CW 417 sts. 1–4 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, abr., alt. Tune: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–c. 1561. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Reading Mark 14:12–26 
  

 12On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, 
when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, his disciples asked 
him, “Where do you want us to go and prepare for you to 
eat the Passover?” 13He sent two of his disciples and said to 
them, “Go into the city, and there a man carrying a jar of 
water will meet you. Follow him. 14Wherever he enters, tell 
the owner of the house that the Teacher says, ‘Where is my 
guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my 
disciples?’ 15He will show you a large upper room, furnished 
and ready. Make preparations for us there.” 
  16His disciples left and went into the city and found 
things just as he had told them; and they prepared the 
Passover. 
  17When it was evening, he arrived with the Twelve. 



  18While they were reclining and eating, Jesus said, “Amen 
I tell you: One of you will betray me, one who is eating with 
me.” 
  19They began to be sorrowful and said to him one by one, 
“Surely not I?” 
  20He said to them, “It is one of the Twelve, one who is 
dipping bread with me in the dish. 21Indeed, the Son of Man 
is going to go just as it has been written about him, but woe 
to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would 
have been better for that man if he had not been born.” 
  22While they were eating, Jesus took bread. When he had 
blessed it, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “Take it. 
This is my body.” 
  23Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them. 
They all drank from it. 24He said to them, “This is my blood 
of the new testament, which is poured out for many. 
25Amen I tell you: I will certainly not drink again of the fruit 
of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the 
kingdom of God.” 26After they sang a hymn, they went out 
to the Mount of Olives. 
 

417 It Was a Dark and Dismal Night CW 417 st. 5 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, abr., alt.  Tune: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–c. 1561.  Text and tune: Public domain 

 



 
 
 
 
 
Reading Mark 14:32–42 
 

  32They went to a place named Gethsemane. Jesus told his 
disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” 33Then he took Peter, 
James, and John along with him and began to be troubled 
and distressed. 34He said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed 
with sorrow, even to the point of death. Stay here and keep 
watch.” 
  35Going forward a little, he fell on the ground and prayed 
that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. 36He 
also said, “Abba, Father, everything is possible for you. Take 
this cup away from me. Yet not what I will, but what you 
will.” 
  37When he returned to the disciples, he found them 
sleeping. He said to Peter, “Simon, are you sleeping? Were 
you not strong enough to keep watch for one hour? 
38Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. 
The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 
  39Again he went away and prayed, saying the same thing. 
40When he returned, he found them sleeping, for their eyes 
were heavy. They did not know what they should answer 
him. 41He returned the third time and said to them, “Are 
you going to continue sleeping and resting? It is enough. 
The hour has come. Look, the Son of Man is betrayed into 
the hands of sinners. 42Rise, let us go. Look, my betrayer is 
near.” 
 



424 The Garden of Gethsemane CW 424 

 
Text: Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963.  Tune: Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963 
Text and tune: © 2010 Michael D. Schultz, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723 

 



Sermon Text & Theme Hebrews 5:7–9 
 

  7In the days of his flesh, he offered prayers and pleas with 
loud cries and tears to the one who was able to save him from 
death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 8Although 
he was the Son, he learned obedience from the things he 
suffered. 9After he was brought to his goal, he became the 
source of eternal salvation for everyone who obeys him. 
 

Jesus is our sympathetic High Priest. 
 

He willingly drank the cup of suffering to fill our cup with 
blessing. 

 
425 Go to Dark Gethsemane CW 425 

 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901 Text and tune: Public domain 



 
Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord God, heavenly Father, author of the everlasting 
covenant and giver of the cup of salvation, 
 

We gather in your courts to offer you our sacrifice of 
thanksgiving. 
 

For fulfilling your promise to establish a new covenant 
through the blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
 

We give you humble and hearty thanks. 
 

As our Lord Jesus Christ gave thanks to you when he broke 
the bread, as he gave thanks to you when he took the cup, 
 

We also give you thanks. 
 
Precious Savior, both Priest and offering, awe and wonder 
fill our hearts as we partake of your body, broken for us, 
and your blood, shed for us. 
 

We praise you, bless you, and adore you, Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 

In our poverty of righteousness, we have nothing to offer. 
Without your tremendous sacrifice, we would still be in our 
sins, 
 

But through your sacrament of the New Testament, we 
are assured that our iniquities are forgiven and our 
sins are no longer remembered. 
 

O Holy Spirit, dwell within us as we remember our Lord’s 
death in this sacrament. Enter our hearts to strengthen our 
faith and fill us with gratitude for your great mercy. 
 

Move us to encourage one another to love and to do 
good works. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

As our Lord served his disciples by washing their feet, so 
may we also humbly serve one another. 
 

Help us live our lives as sacrifices of thanksgiving to 
him who first loved us. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 

Hymn of Preparation 
 

CWS 743:1-3 - “O Gracious Lord, I Firmly Am Believing” 
(see next page) 

 
 
 



 



Confession and Absolution 
 

My fellow disciples, in the Lord’s Supper, Jesus is coming to 
us in a very special way: as we receive the bread and the wine 
of communion, Jesus is present to give us his actual body and 
blood, and to pronounce forgiveness to each one of us 
personally. Because of the Lord’s presence and his 
forgiveness in communion, the Apostle Paul wrote, “A man 
ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and 
drinks of the cup.” (1 Corinthians 11:28)  Therefore, before the 
Lord comes to meet with us, let us honestly ask ourselves 
before God who knows our hearts: 
 

1) Do you confess that you have sinned against God and 
deserve his anger and punishment? If so, then answer, “I 
do confess!” 

 

 I do confess! 
  

 It is good for you to confess because God’s word says, 
“When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my 
groaning all day long.” (Psalm 32:3) 

 
 

2) Are you sorry for the sins you have committed against 
God by things you have done, said and thought, and by 
the things you have failed to do? If so, then answer, “I do 
repent!” 

 

  I do repent! 
  

 It is right for you to repent because God’s Word says, “If 
we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not within us.” (1 John 1:8)  

  

3) Do you now believe that God will forgive you and save 
you for the sake of Jesus’ perfect life and redeeming 
death? If so, then answer, “I do believe!” 

 

 I do believe! 



 
 
 

It is right for you to believe because Jesus himself says, 
“God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.” (John 3:16) 

  

4) Do you now promise by the power of the Holy Spirit to 
make every effort to turn away from sin and live for your 
Lord? If so, then answer, “I do so promise!” 

 

 I do so promise! 
  

 It is right for you to promise because God’s Word says, 
“Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.” (Matthew 3:8) 

 

Words of Institution 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave 
it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
       

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new 
covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

As repentant and forgiven sinners, we now come to meet 
with our Lord. 
 

Hymn of Trust 
 

CWS 743:4-5 - “O Gracious Lord, I Firmly Am Believing” 
(see previous hymn) 

 
 

Distribution 
 



 
Hymn after Distribution 

 

673 O Lord, We Praise You CW 673 sts. 1–2 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (st. 2): Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, Wittenberg, 1524, ed. Johann Walter, alt. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723 Tune: Public domain 

 



 
Prayer for Peace 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in loving kindness 
you sent Son to share our humanity.  We thank you that 
through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 
sacrament.  We also pray that you will not forsake us but will 
rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we 
willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

Amen. 
 

673 O Lord, We Praise You CW 673 st. 3 

 



 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, Wittenberg, 1524, ed. Johann Walter, alt. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723  Tune: Public domain 
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Holy Week Schedule at Divine Word 
 
 

April 2 
 

 7:00 PM - Maundy Thursday Service with Holy Communion 
 
 

April 3 
 

10:30 AM – Good Friday Service (no Communion) 
 

 

April 5 
 

8:00 AM – Easter Sunrise Service with Holy Communion 
9:00 AM – Easter Breakfast 

10:30 AM – Easter Late Service (no Communion) 
3:00 PM – Easter Service at Our Shepherd in Poltimore, QC 

 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Divine Word 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1081 Greenbank Rd., 

Ottawa, ON., K2B 5A8 

613-825-1629    

           www.divinewordottawa.ca  

http://www.divinewordottawa.ca/

