
   

 

 

Sunday, April 19, 2026 
The Third Sunday of Easter 

 

 

Service Theme 
HE LIVES TO RESTORE MY HOPE 

 

Without the resurrection of Jesus, we would have little hope 
for the future. That’s how the disciples felt after this death. 
“We hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem 
Israel” (Luke 24:19). Their hope for a better life had died 
along with Jesus. But he lives, and it makes a difference. Our 
hope for the future is restored. We have victory over the 
feeling of hopelessness, because the one who heals us and 
gives us a better life is himself alive. He lives to restore our 
hope. 
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455 Alleluia! Jesus Lives CW 455 

Text: Karl B. Garve, 1763–1841, abr.; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–1897, alt.   

Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812–1887.  Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Order of Service  
(Service of Word and Sacrament) 

 

The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
 

And also with you. 
 

Confession of Sins 
 

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him 
with humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us 
acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature 
sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, 
words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed 
to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my 
sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: 
Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has 
given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, 
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Amen. 

 

 
 



 
 
 
Prayer and Praise 
 

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all 
your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us 
from your love and for the courage to stand against the 
assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and 
for those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our 
prayer, O Lord. 
 

 

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by 
your power and keep us in your tender care: 

 

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is 
worthy of praise. 

 

 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer of the Day 
 

O God, by the humiliation of your Son, you lifted up this 
fallen world from the despair of death. By his resurrection 
to life, grant your faithful people gladness of heart and the 
hope of eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 



 
First Reading  Acts 2:14a, 32–41 
 

The message of Christ crucified and risen gives the certain 
hope of forgiveness to sinners. 

 

  14Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, 
and spoke loudly and clearly to them: 
  32“This Jesus is the one God has raised up. We are all 
witnesses of that. 33So, after he was exalted to the right 
hand of God and after he received the promised Holy Spirit 
from the Father, he poured out what you are now seeing 
and hearing. 
  34“For David did not ascend into heaven, and yet he says: 

The Lord said to my Lord, 
‘Sit at my right hand, 
35until I make your enemies 
a footstool under your feet.’ 

  36“Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain 
that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both 
Lord and Christ.” 
  37Now when the people heard this, they were cut to the 
heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Gentlemen, 
brothers, what should we do?” 
  38Peter answered them, “Repent and be baptized, every 
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
39For the promise is for you and for your children and for all 
who are far away, as many as the Lord our God will call.” 
  40He testified solemnly with many other words and was 
appealing to them, saying, “Escape from this crooked 
generation.” 
  41Those who accepted his message were baptized, and 
that day about three thousand people were added. 
 



 

 

Psalm 116 

 

I love the LORD, for he heard my voice;* 
he heard my cry for mercy. 

Because he turned his ear to me,* 
I will call on him as long as I live. 

The LORD is gracious and righteous;* 
when I was in great need, he saved me. (Refrain) 

 
For you, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death,* 

my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 
How can I repay the LORD* 

for all his goodness to me? 
I will lift up the cup of salvation* 

and call on the name of the LORD. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. (Refrain) 
 
Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 



 
 
Second Reading 1 Peter 1:17–21 
 

Our hope and expectation is joining our Savior in the glory of 
heaven. Until that day, we live as pilgrims heading toward 

home. 
 

  17If you call on the Father who judges impartially, 
according to the work of each person, conduct yourselves 
during the time of your pilgrimage in reverence, 18because 
you know that you were redeemed from your empty way of 
life handed down to you from your forefathers, not with 
things that pass away, such as silver or gold, 19but with the 
precious blood of Christ, like a lamb without blemish or 
spot. 20He was chosen before the foundation of the world 
but revealed in these last times for your sake. 21Through 
him you are believers in God, who raised him from the dead 
and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 

 
Verse of the Day John 20:31 

 



Gospel Luke 24:13-35 
 

Jesus restored the hope of two disciples as he explained the 
Scriptures. 

 

  13Now, on that same day, two of them were going to a 
village named Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 
14They were talking with each other about all of these things 
that had happened. 15While they were talking and 
discussing this, Jesus himself approached and began to walk 
along with them. 16But their eyes were kept from 
recognizing him. 17He said to them, “What are you talking 
about as you walk along?” Saddened, they stopped. 
  18One of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you 
the only visitor in Jerusalem who does not know the things 
that have happened there in these days?” 
  19“What things?” he asked them. 
 They replied, “The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a 
man who was a prophet, mighty in deed and word before 
God and all the people. 20The chief priests and our rulers 
handed him over to be condemned to death. And they 
crucified him. 21But we were hoping that he was going to 
redeem Israel. Not only that, but besides all this, it is now 
the third day since these things happened. 22Also some 
women of our group amazed us. They were at the tomb 
early in the morning. 23When they did not find his body, 
they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of 
angels, who said that he was alive. 24Some of those who 
were with us went to the tomb. They found it just as the 
women had said, but they did not see him.” 
  25He said to them, “How foolish you are and slow of 
heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26Did not 
the Christ have to suffer these things and to enter his 
glory?” 27Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, 
he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures 
concerning himself. 



  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 28As they approached the village where they were going, 
he acted as if he were going to travel farther. 29But they 
urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, since it is almost 
evening, and the day is almost over.” 
 So he went in to stay with them. 30When he reclined at 
the table with them, he took the bread, blessed it, broke it, 
and began giving it to them. 31Suddenly their eyes were 
opened, and they recognized him. Then he vanished from 
their sight. 32They said to each other, “Were not our hearts 
burning within us while he was speaking to us along the 
road and while he was explaining the Scriptures to us?” 
33They got up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem. 
They found the Eleven and those who were with them 
assembled together. 34They were saying, “The Lord really 
has been raised! He has appeared to Simon.” 35They 
themselves described what had happened along the road, 
and how they recognized him when he broke the bread. 

 
 
 
 



783 Abide with Me CW 783 sts. 1–5 

 

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847, alt. Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–1889. ext and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Sermon Luke 24:13-35 

 

Your Risen Lord walks with you. 

1) He sees your sadness. 
2) He listens to your laments. 
3) He corrects your confusion. 
4) His revelation revives your hope. 



 

Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from 
heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is

 worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



 
 Offertory Prayer 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 

Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless 
blessings, which we receive from your hand: the beauties 
of creation and the bounties of the earth, the joy of life 
and the pleasure of friendship, the good of work and the 
gift of rest, the privilege to share happiness and sorrow 
with one another. Above all we praise and thank you for 
your saving Word and for your Son’s body and blood, 
which you give us to eat and to drink in the sacrament. 
Through these means of grace, you send the Holy Spirit 
into our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the whole 
Christian Church on earth. 

 

Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase 
our trust in Christ and our love for one another. 

 

Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we 
easily waver in our faith, lose courage, and grow careless 
in our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. 
Give us strength to face the evils of each day with fresh 
confidence. Open our lips to speak of your grace, and 
move us to use the gifts that you give us to share your 
Word of salvation with all people. Protect and prosper 
the family, the school, the government, and all good 
institutions that you have established for the benefit of 
society. Remember in mercy those who are sick and 
suffering, and bring your healing to troubled homes and 
lives. 

 

Move us to pray for those in need and to help them 
with deeds of kindness.  

 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 



Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith 
and so enable us to overcome all things through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours now and forever. Amen.  

 
The Sacrament 

 

The Lord be with you. 

 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 
 

 



 
 
 
Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In 
love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. In the 
past he spoke to us through the prophets, but in these last 
days he has spoken to us by his Son, who is the radiance of 
his glory. Now have come the salvation and the power and 
the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To 
him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and 
thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever: 

 
 



Words of Institution 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave 
it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the 
new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.”  
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 



Thanksgiving 

 

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which 
have praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the 
eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his 
coming again, and that all who have received in his true body 
and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to 
live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
 

(Sing) Amen 
 

Blessing 
 

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one 
another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

(Sing) Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

458 Christ Is Arisen CW 458 

 

 
 



 
 

Announcements 
 

Church Cleaners 
 

April 26 – Timothy / May 3 – Mark 
 
 

 

DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR 
 
 

Su (19) 9:00 am  Sunday School / Bible Study 
 10:30 am Worship (with Communion) 
 11:45 am Coffee Hour 
 3:00 pm Worship in Poltimore 
 4:00 pm Youth Confirmation in Poltimore 
 

Tu (21) 7:00 pm Elder’s Meeting 
 

We (22) 7:00 pm Communicating Christ  
 

Fr (24) 3:00 pm Women’s Bible Study 
 6:00 pm Friday Fellowship 
 

Su (26) 9:00 am  Sunday School / Bible Study 
 10:30 am Worship  
 11:45 am Coffee Hour 
 12:00 am Evangelism Meeting  
  

Tu (28) 7:00 pm Council Meeting 
 

We (29) 7:00 pm Communicating Christ  
 

Fr (1) 3:00 pm Women’s Bible Study  
  

Su (3) 9:00 am  Sunday School / Bible Study 
 10:30 am Worship (with Communion) 
 11:45 am First Fellowship 
 12:00 pm Divine Sisters 
 3:00 pm Worship in Poltimore 
 4:00 pm Youth Confirmation in Poltimore 
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