THEREFORE DO NOT BECOME PARTNERS WITH THEM; FOR AT ONE TIME
YOU WERE DARKNESS, BUT NOW YOU ARE LIGHT IN THE LORD.

EPHESIANS 5:7-8

Sunday, March 15, 2026
The Fourth Sunday of Lent

Service Theme
EXACTLY WHAT | NEED: Sight

| recognize that | am spiritually blind when | don’t know
Jesus. | cannot see the world as it really is. | am tempted to
see what is harmful as good, and what is good as
meaningless. | cannot see the danger that lurks behind
every temptation. | realize that Jesus gave physical sight to
the blind. But he also gives me spiritual vision. He said, “I
am the light of the world.” He comes to shine his light into
my darkened eyes so that | see him and live.
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515 Christ Is the World’s Light CW 515

1 Christ is the world’s light, Christ and none other;
born in our darkness, he became our brother.
If we have seen him, we have seen the Father:
Glory to God on high!

2 Christ is the world’s peace, Christ and none other;
no one can serve him and despise another.
Who else unites us, one with God the Father?
Glory to God on high!

3  Christ is the world’s life, Christ and none other;
sold once for silver, murdered here, our brother.
He who redeemed us reigns with God the Father:
Glory to God on high!

4 Give God the glory, God and none other;
give God the glory, Spirit, Son, and Father;
give God the glory, God with us, our brother:

Glory to God on high!

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000, alt. Text: © 1969 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723



The Service
Setting One (page 154)

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 154

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the
truth is not in us.

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in
my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He
sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the
atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore,
as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Glory Be to God on High
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

The Word




Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

O Lord Jesus Christ, by your almighty power you opened the
eyes of the blind and showed yourself to them. Turn our eyes
away from worthless things, and lead us to love you sincerely;
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading Isaiah 42:14-21
God promises to lead the blind to safety and turn their darkness to light.

] have been silent for a long time. I have kept still.
I have restrained myself.

But now, like a woman giving birth, I will scream.

I will gasp and pant.

5] will dry up mountains and hills. I will make all their grass
wither. I will turn rivers into islands. I will dry up pools.

1T will lead the blind on a way they do not know. Along paths
they do not know I will direct them. Ahead of them I will
turn darkness into light and rough places into level ground.

These are the things [ will accomplish for them. I will not
abandon them.

"They will be turned back and completely disgraced—those
who trust in an idol, those who say to molten images, “You
are our gods.”

You deaf ones, listen! You blind ones, watch carefully so that
you can see! Who is as blind as my servant?

Who is as deaf as my messenger whom [ sent? Who is as
blind as my associate, as blind as the servant of the LORD?

*You, Israel, see many things, but you do not observe.

Israel opens his ears, but he does not hear.

*Because of his own righteousness, the LORD was pleased to

make his law great and glorious.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



27C The LORD Is My Light and My Salvation Psalm 27C

Refrain
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Hear my voice when I / call, LORD;
be merciful to me and / answer me.
Do not hide your / face from me,
do not turn your servant away in anger; you have been my
/ helper.
Do not reject me or for- / sake me,
God my / Savior. Refrain

Though my father and mother for- / sake me,

the LORD will re- / ceive me.
I remain confi- / dent of this:

[ will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the /
living.
Wait / for the LORD;

be strong and take heart and wait / for the LORD.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son

and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,

is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain

Tune: David Haas. Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer. Tune: ® 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723



Second Reading Ephesians 5:8-14

Once | have seen the light of Christ, | strive to leave deeds of darkness
behind.

8For you were once darkness, but now you are light in
the Lord. Walk as children of light, for the fruit of the light
consists in all goodness, righteousness, and truth. °Try to
learn what is pleasing to the Lord, "and do not participate
in fruitless deeds of darkness. Instead, expose them. *For it
is shameful even to mention the things that are done by
people in secret. BBut everything exposed by the light
becomes visible, for it is light that makes things visible.
“Therefore it is said, “Awake, sleeper, rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Hebrews 12:2

Glory, praise, and honor to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.

Glory, praise, and honor to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Gospel John 9:1-7,13-17,34-39

Jesus enables a man who had been born blind to see him both physically
and spiritually.

'As Jesus was passing by, he saw a man blind from birth.
*His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his
parents, that he was born blind?”

3Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his
parents, but that God's works might be revealed in connection
with him. 4I must do the works of him who sent me while it is
day. Night is coming when no one can work.
5As long as [ am in the world, I am the Light of the World.”



®After saying this, Jesus spit on the ground, made some
mud with the saliva, and spread the mud on the man's eyes.
7“Go,” Jesus told him, “wash in the pool of Siloam” (which
means “Sent”). So he went and washed, and came back seeing.

SThey brought this man who had been blind to the
Pharisees. *Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the
mud and opened his eyes. >So the Pharisees also asked him
how he received his sight.

“He put mud on my eyes,” the man told them. “I washed,
and now I see.”

®Then some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from
God because he does not keep the Sabbath.” Others were
saying, “How can a sinful man work such miraculous signs?”

There was division among them, '7so they said to the blind
man again, “What do you say about him, because he opened
your eyes?”

The man replied, “He is a prophet.”

34They answered him, “You were entirely born in
sinfulness! Yet you presume to teach us?” And they threw him
out.

3Jesus heard that they had thrown him out. When he
found him, he asked, “Do you believe in the Son of God?”

3%“Who is he, sir,” the man replied, “that I may believe in
him?”

37Jesus answered, “You have seen him, and he is the very
one who is speaking with you.”

3Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” and he knelt down and
worshipped him.

3Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, in order
that those who do not see will see, and those who do see will
become blind.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
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Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Tune: Andéchtige Haus-Kirche, Niirnberg, 1676, alt. Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon Ephesians 5:8-14
You are Light in the LORD

1) Continue to walk in the Son-Light
2) Shine His Light in the Darkness.



Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The
third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Lord Jesus, you are the author and perfecter of our faith.
Obeying your Father's will, you endured the cross and
scorned its shame. Now you sit at the right hand of the
throne of God, governing all things.

Lord, we confess that it was for us and for our salvation that
you came to this world to suffer and die. You bore our guilt.
You endured our punishment. You experienced the wrath
of God in our place. For your unselfish sacrifice on our
behalf, help us show our gratitude to you in everything we
think, say, and do.

As we walk through life, keep us from becoming entangled
by sin. Remove all obstacles and stumbling blocks, and
keep us from falling or going astray. Help us run with
perseverance the race that you have marked out for us.



When that way involves pain, suffering, or persecution,
help us view these things as evidence of your loving
discipline intended to draw us ever closer to you.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

Hold before us the example of those who have gone before,
bearing the cross for you. As you led them, so lead us. As
you strengthened them, so strengthen us. Keep our eyes
fixed on you, for then we shall surely arrive safely at the
heavenly home you have prepared for us. Hear us for your
mercy's sake. Amen.

Offertory Prayer
The Sacrament
Preface CW 165
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all
places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought
the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of
the cross so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree, would
in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join
their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus
Christ, whom you sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and
the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all
things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate
Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin
Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands
on the cross and released from eternal death all who believe
in you.

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank
you that you have gathered us together to receive your
Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one,
and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your
Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you,
O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave
it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”



Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my T blood of the
new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
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Thanksgiving

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.




We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
with this saving gift. We pray that through it you will
strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one
another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

Amen.
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Text (sts. 1-3): John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.; (st. 4): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, Richmond, 1790
Tune: Columbian Harmony, Cincinnati, 1829, ed. Benjamin Shaw; ed. Charles H. Spilman. Text and tune: Public domain




Announcements

Church Cleaners
March 22 - Matthew/ March 29 - Andrew

Easter for Kids Volunteer Request

We are hoping to host an Easter for Kids on March 21 from
1:30pm - 4:30pm. If you would be willing to help out for
this event, contact Rebecca Hill at (613) 404-6874 or
rschroeder@rogers.com.

Easter Flower Donations

Anyone wishing to help beautify the Altar for Easter, please
drop off the plant(s) of your choice (lilies, tulips, daffodils,
hyacinth, etc.) to the church by Saturday, April 4th, at 9
am. You are welcome to take your plants home after the
Easter Day worship services, or, if you wish, you may leave
them at church to continue to beautify the altar for
upcoming worship services.
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DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR

Su (15) 9:00 am

Sunday School / Bible Study

10:30 am Worship with Communion

11:45 am
3:00 pm
4:00 pm
Tu (17) 5:00 pm
7:00 pm
We (18) 10:00 am
7:00 pm
Sa (21) 1:30 pm
Su (22) 9:00 am
10:30 am
11:45 am
12:00 pm
Tu (24) 5:00 pm
We (25) 10:00 am
7:00 pm
Fr(27) 3:00 pm
6:00 pm
Su (29) 9:00 am

10:30 am
11:45 am

Coffee Hour
Worship in Poltimore
Bible Class in Poltimore

Communicating Christ Class
Elders Meeting

Bible Information Class Review
Midweek Lent Service

Easter for Kids at Divine Word

Sunday School / Bible Study
Worship

Coffee Hour

Voters Meeting

Communicating Christ Class

Bible Information Class Review
Midweek Lent Service

Women’s Bible Study
Friday Fellowship

Sunday School / Bible Study
Worship
Coffee Hour




