Sunday, January 4, 2026
2"4 Sunday after Christmas / Epiphany

Service Theme
Jesus Christ is the Saviour of the World

Jesus Christ is the Light of the world. He attracts His chosen
people from every nation on earth to worship Him as their
Lord and Saviour. Any gift we offer Him in thanksgiving
pales in comparison to the great gift He graciously offers us,
which He has been preparing for us from before creation.
What is it? The robe of righteousness and garments of
everlasting salvation!
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life for - ev - ern noth-ing me from him can sev - er.

Text: Philipp Nicolai, 15561608, abr., adapt; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608. Text and tune: Public domain



The Service

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

Confession

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the
truth is not in us.

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts,
words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He
sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the
atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore,
as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Lord, Have Mercy
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray
to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.
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Text: Michael A. Perry. Text: © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723. Tune: Public domain

The Word
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the
Word who became flesh and lived among us. Let the light
of our faith shine in all we do; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



First Reading Isaiah 61:10—62:3

We rejoice in the spiritual clothing God graciously gives us in
Christ. It covers our sins, makes us beautiful before God, and
declares His glory to the world.

I will rejoice greatly in the LORD.
My soul will celebrate because of my God,
for he has clothed me in garments of salvation.
With a robe of righteousness he covered me,
like a bridegroom who wears a beautiful headdress like
a priest,
and like a bride who adorns herself with her jewelry.
"For as the earth produces its growth,
and as a garden causes what has been sown to sprout
up,
so God the LORD will cause righteousness and praise to
sprout up
in the presence of all the nations.
'For the sake of Zion I will not be silent.
For the sake of Jerusalem I will not be quiet,
until her righteousness goes forth shining brightly,
and her salvation burns like a torch.
*Nations will see your righteousness,
and all kings will see your glory.
You will be called by a new name
that the mouth of the LORD will assign to you.
*Then you will be a beautiful crown in the LORD's hand,
and a royal diadem in the palm of your God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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to take a - way trans-gres-sion,and rule in eq - ouw -ty
whose souls, con-demned and dy - ing, are pre-cious in his sight.
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Text: James Montgomery. Tune: Leonhart Schréter. Text and tune: Public domain

Second Reading Ephesians 1:3-18

Rejoice in the salvation God has prepared to give you in Christ
since before creation.

>Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in
the heavenly places.

“He did this when he chose us in Christ before the
foundation of the world, so that we would be holy and
blameless in his sight. In love *he predestined us to be
adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ.



He did this in accordance with the good purpose of his
will, ®and for the praise of his glorious grace, which he has
graciously given us in the one he loves.

In him we also have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of sins, in keeping with the riches of his grace,
®which he lavished on us in all wisdom and insight. °He
made known to us the mystery of his will in keeping with
his good purpose, which he planned in Christ. “°This was to
be carried out when the time had fully come, in order to
bring all things together in Christ, things in heaven and
things on earth.

"In him we have also obtained an inheritance, because
we were predestined according to the plan of him who
works out everything in keeping with the purpose of his
will. "He did this so that his glory would be praised as a
result of us, who were the first to hope in Christ.

BIn him, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of
your salvation, and in him, when you also believed, you
were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit. "*He is the down
payment of our inheritance until the redemption of God's
own possession, so that his glory would be praised.

PThis is why, ever since I heard about your faith in the
Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, *°I never stop
giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. "I
keep praying that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious Father, will give you the Spirit of wisdom and
revelation in knowing Christ fully. **I pray that the eyes of
your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know the
hope to which he has called you, just how rich his glorious
inheritance among the saints is, ?and just how surpassingly
great his power is for us who believe.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Allthe endsof the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
Tune: © 2023 Michael D. Schultz and Kevin P. Becker, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723
Gospel Matthew 2:1-12

Magi from the east worship Jesus, revealing Him to be not only the
Saviour of the Jews, but of the whole world.

'After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, when Herod
was king, Wise Men from the east came to Jerusalem. They
asked, **Where is he who has been born King of the Jews?
We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship
him.” *When King Herod heard this, he was alarmed, and
all Jerusalem with him. *He gathered together all the
people's chief priests and experts in the law. He asked them
where the Christ was to be born. °They said to him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea, because this was written through the
prophet:

You, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are certainly not
least among the rulers of Judah: because out of you will
come a ruler, who will shepherd my people, Israel.”



until it stood still over the place where the child was.

"Then Herod secretly summoned the Wise Men and
found out from them exactly when the star had appeared.
®He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search
carefully for the child. When you find him, report to me, so
that I may also go and worship him.”

After listening to the king, they went on their way. Then
the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them,

““When they saw the star, they rejoiced with overwhelming
joy. "After they went into the house and saw the child with
Mary, his mother, they bowed down and worshipped him.

Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts:
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. “Since they had been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back
to their own country by another route.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
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Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963. Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963
Text and tune: © 2005 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723

Sermon Isaiah 61:10—62:3
God gave you new clothes for Christmas!

1) They completely change your look.
2) They completely change your purpose.

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of
God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God,

begotten, not made,

of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.



For us and for our salvation, he came down from
heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin
Mary, and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your
mercies, especially for the gift of your Son, through whom
you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the
Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace.

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce
fruit in our lives.



Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word
and sacraments faith may grow and love toward all may
increase.

Support all who spread the light of your truth
throughout the world.

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable
their parents to train them in lives of faith.

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the
Word and in all godly walks of life.

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless
all who make, administer, and judge our laws.

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and
hinder evil.

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce
and industry, medicine and science, the arts and culture.
Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is
difficult or dangerous.

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task.

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or
adversity, [especially . . .]. Remember those who suffer
persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom
death draws near.

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender
care.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and
served you, who now rest from their labors. Console those
who are mourning or living with sadness.



Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the
joys of heaven.

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who
died and rose again.

Amen.
Offertory Prayer

The Sacrament

Preface

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in
all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty
and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, by
whose wonderful and mysterious birth you have opened
our eyes to the glory of your grace and renewed in our
hearts the fervor of your love. Therefore, with all the saints
on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and
join their glorious song:
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Text: Michael D. Schultz. Tune: Gesangbuch der Herzogl. Hofkapelle, Wiirttemberg, 1784
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723. Tune: Public domain

Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus
Christ, whom you sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and
the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all
things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word,
conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To
fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross
and released from eternal death all who believe in you.

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you
that you have gathered us together to receive your Son’s body
and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son,
Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God
our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.




Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave
it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my T blood of the
new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
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Text: Michael D. Schultz. Tune: Latin, 15th cent.
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723. Tune: Public domain

Distribution

Thanksgiving and Final Prayer

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
with this saving gift. We pray that through it you will
strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one
another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.



Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to
you.

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.

Amen.
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Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-1893. Text and tune: Public domain
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Announcements

Church Cleaners

January 11 - Matthew / January 18 - Andrew

DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR

Su (4)

Fr (9)

Su (11)

9:00 am
10:30 am
11:45 am
3:00 pm
4:00 pm

10:30 am
5:30 pm
7:00 pm
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10:30 am
11:45 am
12:00 pm

We (14) 10:30 am

Fr (16)

Su (18)

5:30 pm
7:00 pm

3:00 pm

9:00 am
10:30 am
11:45 am
12:00 pm
3:00 pm
4:00 pm

Sunday School / Bible Study
Worship with Communion
First Fellowship

Worship in Poltimore

Bible Class (Poltimore)

Communicating Christ
Youth Confirmation (W)
Communicating Christ

Women'’s Bible Study
Friday Fellowship

Sunday School / Bible Study
Worship

Coffee Hour

Divine Sisters Meeting

Communicating Christ
Youth Confirmation (W)
Communicating Christ

Women'’s Bible Study

Sunday School / Bible Study
Worship with Communion
Coffee Hour

Evangelism Meeting

Worship in Poltimore

Bible Class (Poltimore)




(1]

Divine Word
Evangelical Lutheran Church

1081 Greenbank Rd.,
Ottawa, ON., K2B 5A8
www.divinewordottawa.ca



http://www.divinewordottawa.ca/

