1 DO NOT ASK THAT yo
TAKE THEM OUT OF THE WORL D

!

BUT THAT YOU KeeP THem
FROM THe eVIL one.

JoHn 17:15

Sunday, January 18, 2026
Confession of St. Peter / Confirmation Sunday

Service Theme
JESUS IS THE CHRIST,
THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD

Peter became a disciple of Jesus, and the Holy Spirit made
it clear to him who Jesus is: a truth He confessed boldly to
all.

Today, we rejoice in the Spirit's work of revealing Jesus’
identity to William Bellefeuille (Divine Word), Cora Lange
(Our Shepherd), and Leah Contois (Our Shepherd) as they
confirm the faith in which they were baptized by publicly
confessing it and receiving their first Communion.



Opening Prayer

In the name of Jesus our Lord and by the power of the
Holy Spirit, we call on you, dear heavenly Father:

Hear us for Your name’s sake.

We approach you confidently this day, for we rely on
Jesus, our Redeemer, for the full forgiveness of sins:

Receive our thankful worship for His sake.

By the Holy Spirit increase our knowledge of You and of
Your will for our lives. Fill our hearts with joy and peace
into eternity:

In You, O Lord, have we taken refuge; never let us be
ashamed.

O Lord, our Rock and our Fortress, assure us that because
you live, we shall live also:

In You we hope: Our praise is for You. Amen
Let us pray:

Almighty God, you inspired Simon Peter to confess Jesus
as the Messiah and Son of the living God. Keep your church
firm on the rock of this faith that in unity and peace it may
proclaim one truth and follow one Lord, Jesus Christ, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and forever.

Amen



Gospel
Matthew 16:13-19 (EHV)

Jesus calls Peter blessed for confessing Him as the Christ,
God'’s Son — a truth that only God could reveal to Him.

BWhen Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi,
he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man
is?”

“They said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah,
and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”

“He said to them, “But you, who do you say that I am?”

%Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of
the living God.”

"Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for
flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but my Father
who is in heaven. ®And I tell you that you are Peter, and on
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell will
not overpower it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of
heaven. Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven.”

This is the Gospel of the LORD.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
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Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872, abr; tr. Carl Dving, 1867-1937, alt.

Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-1887. Text and tune: Public domain

Reading

Acts 4:8-13 (EHV)

The Holy Spirit emboldened Peter to confess Jesus as the
only way of salvation — even to His enemies!

%Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them,
“Rulers of the people and elders of Israel, °if we are being
questioned today for a kind act that was done for the lame
man, as to how this man has been healed, °let it be known
to all of you and to all the people of Israel that it was by the
name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified,
whom God raised from the dead! By him this man stands
before you healed. "This Jesus is the stone that was rejected
by you builders, which has become the cornerstone.

*“There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other
name under heaven given to people by which we must be
saved.”

BWhen they saw the boldness of Peter and John and
found out that they were uneducated and untrained men,

they were astonished and took note of the fact that these
men had been with Jesus.

This is the Word of the LORD.
Thanks be to God!
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Reading
Colossians 2:6—-15 (EHV)

Paul encourages us to strengthen our faith, so we don’t lose
it to worldly ideas. He reminds us of who Jesus is and what He
has done to save us. In Him we have victory over Satan and
every evil. May these Gospel truths encourage us to keep
confessing Christ to the world.

®Therefore, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord,
continue to walk in him, by being rooted and built up in
him, and strengthened in the faith just as you were taught,
while you overflow in faith with thanksgiving.

®See to it that no one takes you captive through
philosophy and empty deceit, which are in accord with
human tradition, namely, the basic principles of the world,
but not in accord with Christ. °For all the fullness of God's
being dwells bodily in Christ. >’And you have been brought
to fullness in him. Christ is the head over every ruler and
authority. "You were also circumcised in him, with a
circumcision not done by human hands, in the putting off
of the body of flesh, in the circumcision of Christ, *when
you were buried with Christ in baptism. And in baptism you
were also raised with him through the faith worked by the
God who raised Christ from the dead.

BEven when you were dead in your trespasses and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with
Christ by forgiving us all our trespasses. “*God erased the
record of our debt brought against us by his legal demands.
This record stood against us, but he took it away by nailing
it to the cross. After disarming the rulers and authorities,
he made a public display of them by triumphing over them
in Christ.

This is the Word of the LORD.
Thanks be to God!
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Sermon Text & Theme

John 17:11b-19... Jesus prays for you:

1) That you remain protected under His name
2) That you keep and confess His Word in this world

Holy Father, protect them by your name, which you gave
me, so that they may be one as we are one.”While [ was
with them, I kept those you gave me safe in your name. I
protected them and not one of them was destroyed, except
the son of destruction, so that the Scripture might be
fulfilled.

B“But now I am coming to you, and I am saying these
things in the world, so that they may be filled with my joy.
"I have given them your word. The world hated them,
because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the
world. ®I am not asking that you take them out of the
world, but that you protect them from the Evil One. **They
are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.

'7“Sanctify them by the truth. Your word is truth. '®As you
sent me into the world, I also sent them into the world. 1
sanctify myself for them, so they also may be sanctified by
the truth.

Prayer for our Youth

Heavenly Father, you have gathered people of all ages into
the communion of saints. Today we thank you especially for
the gift of young people to your Church. We come before you
today and ask that you keep them in your care.

Protect them from the perils and temptations common to
youth. Help them resist the pressure to engage in godless and
immoral activity. When they become confused, show them the
way. When they hurt, bind up their wounds. When they fail,
restore them according to your mercy and keep the cross of
Christ before their eyes.
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Bless them with good friends, competent teachers, faithful
ministers, caring parents, supportive homes, and life-enriching
experiences. According to your wisdom, spare them from the
perils of unexpected tragedy, severe illness, violent crime, a
broken home, or an untimely death.

Be with our children as they continue to mature. Teach them
the value of honest labor and faithful stewardship. Guide and
direct them as they prepare for their life's vocations. Remind
them that their highest joy is found in using talents and
abilities in service to you.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

Most of all, dear Lord, we ask you to keep this and every
generation faithful to your truth. Strengthen believers
through regular use of Word and sacrament. Open our
mouths to share the gospel with friends and acquaintances,
that each new generation may know the praiseworthy deeds
of the Lord. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.
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The Rite of Confirmation with Catechetical
Examination

Brother/Sisters in Christ, our Lord Jesus said to his disciples:
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very
end of the age.”

In obedience to the Lord’s command, you have been baptized
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit. You have been taught the precious truths of the
Christian faith as confessed by the Evangelical Lutheran
Church. You know what God has given you by his grace and
what he expects of you as his dear child. You now have the
privilege of receiving the Lord’s body and blood in the
Sacrament of Holy Communion.

You are here to make a public profession of your Christian
faith. The apostle Paul, writing to the Romans, said: “If you
confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord’ and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and
it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. Everyone
who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

Therefore, lift up your hearts to the God of all grace and
joyfully answer these questions.

Examination
How many Gods are there?
One
Who is the only true God?

The triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
~11~



Recite the Apostle’s Creed, which tells us about God.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of

heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended into Hell. The
third day he rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father almighty. From there he
will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the Life
everlasting. Amen.

Recite the Ten Commandments, which expresses God’s will
for our lives?

You shall have no other gods.

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother, that it may go
well with you and that you may enjoy a long life on
the earth.

You shall not murder.

You shall not commit adultery.

You shall not steal.

You shall not give false testimony against your
neighbour.

You shall not covet your neighbour's house.

You shall not covet your neighbour's wife, workers,
animals, or anything that belongs to your
neighbour.

Do you believe that you are a sinner?
Yes
~12 ~



How do you know that you are a sinner?

From the Ten Commandments. God's Law shows me
my sin.
What do you deserve from God because of your sins?
His eternal wrath and punishment.
Do you also have the certain hope of salvation?
Yes
Who do you trust in for your salvation?
Jesus Christ.

What has Jesus done for you that you trust in Him?

He died for me and shed His blood for me on the
cross for the forgiveness of all my sins.

How do you know that Jesus died for you and shed His blood
to save you from your sins?

From the Gospel, the Apostles’ Creed, and from the
words of the Lord's Supper.

What does Jesus give you in the Lord's Supper?

He gives me His true body and blood for the
forgiveness of all my sins.

Do you believe that Jesus gives you His actual body and blood
the Lord's Supper, or are the bread and wine only symbols and
not really Jesus' body and blood?

It is His true body and blood.

What are the words of Jesus that teach you that the Lord's
Supper gives you the body and blood of Jesus to eat and to
drink?'

Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you.

Drink from it, all of you; this cup is my blood of the
new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins.
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Does the Lord's Supper strengthen your faith in Jesus?
Yes
Does it strengthen you to love others as Christ loves you?

Yes
Recite the Lord’s Prayer.

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today Our Daily Bread.
Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For the Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

What did God do when you were baptized?

He washed my sins away.
He adopted me as His child.
He gave me the Holy Spirit so I can believe in Jesus.

Confirmation Promises

Having heard your confession of the doctrines you have
learned, we now invite you to publicly confess your faith:

Do you this day, in the presence of God and of this
congregation, acknowledge that in Baptism, God gave you
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation?

I do.

Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty
promises?

I do.
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Do you believe in God the Father, God the Son, and God the
Holy Spirit, as you confessed in the Apostles’ Creed?

Yes

Do you believe all the books of the Bible are the inspired Word
of God?

I do.

Do you believe that the teaching of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church, as you have learned to know it from Luther’s Small
Catechism, is faithful and true to the Word of God?

I do.

Do you intend to continue steadfast in this teaching and to
endure all things, even death, rather than fall away from it?

I do, and I ask God to help me.

Do you intend faithfully to conform all your life to the teachings
of God’s Word, to be faithful in the use of the Word and
sacrament, and in faith and action remain true to God—Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit—as long as you live?

I do, and I ask God to help me.
(The minister addresses the congregation)

Since it is God alone who enables us both to will and to do his
good pleasure, it is right for us, dear friends in Christ, to call on
him for these confirmands, that he would graciously complete
the good work which he has begun in them. Let us, therefore,
bow our heads and pray.
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Prayer

Gracious Father, you have adopted these brothers and sisters
in Baptism and anointed them with your Holy Spirit. Renew
and strengthen them by that same Spirit so that they may
continue to grow in faith and boldly confess you before others.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Move them to faithfully hear your Holy Word and joyfully
receive your Sacrament that they may again and again be
assured of your gracious love and forgiveness. Lord, in your
mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Give them the sincere desire to die each day to sin and put on
the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and
holiness. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Clothe them with the kindness, humility, and patience of
Christ and so that they may live at peace with all the members
of Christ’s body. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Protect them from the powers of evil, and give them the
weapons to fight against the devil. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Keep them faithful and holy so that they may inherit eternal
life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Individual Blessing

William / Cora & Leah, may God the Father who created you,
may God the Son who redeemed you, may God the Holy Spirit
who sanctified you keep you faithful unto life everlasting.

Confirmation Verse

For William - John 8:12
[ am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.

For Cora - John 3:16
God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

For Leah - Psalm 27:1
The LORD is my light and my salvation—
whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life—
of whom shall I be afraid?

Your church now invites you to receive the Sacrament of the
Lord’s body and blood. Accept this invitation with deep
reverence and holy joy. Regard your communing at the Lord’s
Table as a precious privilege given you by God through his
Church; receive this Sacrament thankfully and often. The
almighty and most merciful God—Father, Son, 1+ and Holy
Spirit—bless and keep you.

Amen.

~17 ~



707 Cling Tightly to the Word of God

pin

N
-l
|

| | | \ I 1 I

j
}
|
|

—
1 Cling tight - ly to the Word of God and Christ’s dis -
2 Re call in faith the pre-cious gift of your bap -
3 For just as God raised up his Son from death by
" u4 Be strong! Stand firm! Come, walk the path that saints be -
¥ =" f - P f P I .
A ) | | | | = |
@, J e [ [ fre [ ¢
— N e !
ci - ple be, for then, be - lov - ed, you will know the
tis - mal day, when you were joined to Je - sus’ death that
his great might, so too, in Christ, we now may live as
fore you trod, with read -y feet to bring good news of
Q ﬂu i I — —
VY ] | | 1 i { f I | | I— )
(9 bl ‘ ‘ ‘ 1 ﬂl- | | | | 1 { H
!) — J o Ly ‘\——i ‘ &
truth that sets you free, the truth that sets you free.
washed your sins a - way, that washed your sins a - way.
chil - dren of the light, as chil - dren of the light.
Christ, the peace of God, of Christ, the peace of God.
5  Know that his body and his blood
will feed your hungry soul
like manna in life’s wilderness,
until you reach your goal,
until you reach your goal.
6  Now fix your eyes on Jesus Christ;

“Come, follow me,” says he.
“Deny yourself, take up your cross;

come, lose your life for me,

come, lose your life for me.”
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Confession and Absolution

My fellow disciples, in the Lord’s Supper, Jesus is coming to
us in a very special way: as we receive the bread and the wine
of communion, Jesus is present to give us his actual body and
blood, and to pronounce forgiveness to each one of us
personally. Because of the Lord’s presence and his
forgiveness in communion, the Apostle Paul wrote, “A man
ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and
drinks of the cup.” (1 Corinthians 11:28) Therefore, before the
Lord comes to meet with us, let us honestly ask ourselves
before God who knows our hearts:

1) Do you confess that you have sinned against God and
deserve his anger and punishment? If so, then answer, “I
do confess!”

I do confess!

It is good for you to confess because God’s word says,
“When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my
groaning all day long.” (Psalm 32:3)

2) Are you sorry for the sins you have committed against
God by things you have done, said and thought, and by
the things you have failed to do? If so, then answer, “I do
repent!”

I do repent!

It is right for you to repent because God’s Word says, “If
we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the
truth is not within us.” (1 John 1:8)
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3)

4)

Do you now believe that God will forgive you and save
you for the sake of Jesus’ perfect life and redeeming
death? If so, then answer, “I do believe!”

I do believe!

It is right for you to believe because Jesus himself says,
“God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life.” (John 3:16)

Do you now promise by the power of the Holy Spirit to
make every effort to turn away from sin and live for your
Lord? If so, then answer, “I do so promise!”

I do so promise!
It is right for you to promise because God’s Word says,

“Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.” (Matthew 3:8)

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it
to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

As repentant and forgiven sinners, we now come to meet
with our Lord.
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Thanksgiving

We give thanks, Almighty God, that you have refreshed us
with this holy supper. We pray that through it you will
strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one
another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all

Amen.
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1 In Christ a - lone my hope is found; he is my
2 In Christ a - lone, who took on flesh, full - ness of
3 There in the ground his bod - vy lay, light of the
4 No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the
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light, my strength, my song; this cor - ner-stone, this sol - id
God in help - less babe; this gift of love and right-eous-
world by dark - nessslain; then burst - ing forth in glo-rious
pow’r of Christ in me; from life’s first cry to fi - nal
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ground, firm through the fierc - est drought and storm.
ness, scorned by the ones he came to save.
day, up from the grave he  rose a - gain!
breath, Je - sus com-mands my  des ti - ny
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What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are
Till on that cross as Je - sus died, the wrath of
And as he stands in vic - to - 1y, sin’s curse has
No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man can ev - er
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stilled, when striv-ings cease! My com - fort - er, my all in
God was sat - is - fied; for ev-'’ry sin on him was
lost its grip on  me; for I am his and he is
pluck me from his hand; till he re-turns or calls me
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all; here in the love of Christ I stand.
laid; here in the death of Christ I live.
mine, bought with the pre - cious blood of  Christ.
home, here in the powr of Christ Ir'n stand.

Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963. Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963
Text and tune: © 2002 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723

Announcements

Church Cleaners
January 25 — Peter / February 1 — Barnabas
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DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR

Su (18) 9:00 am Sunday School / Bible Study
10:30 am Worship with Communion
11:45 am Coffee Hour
12:00 pm Evangelism Meeting
3:00 pm Worship in Poltimore

Tu (20) 7:00 pm Elders Meeting

We (21) 10:30 am Communicating Christ
5:30 pm Youth Meeting
7:00 pm Communicating Christ

Th (22) 10:00 am WELS Senior Fellowship at DW

Fr(23) 3:00 pm Women's Bible Study
6:00 pm Friday Fellowship

Su (25) 9:00 am Sunday School / Bible Study
10:30 am Worship
11:45 am Coffee Hour

Tu (27) 7:00 pm Council Meeting

We (28) 10:30 am Communicating Christ
7:00 pm Communicating Christ

Fr(29) 3:00 pm Women’s Bible Study

Su (1) 9:00 am Sunday School / Bible Study
10:30 am Worship with Communion
11:45 am First Fellowship
3:00 pm Worship in Poltimore
4:00 pm Bible Class in Poltimore

Divine Word

Evangelical Lutheran Church
1081 Greenbank Rd.,

Ottawa, ON., K2B 5A8
613-825-1629
www.divinewordottawa.ca
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	It is good for you to confess because God’s word says, “When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.” (Psalm 32:3)
	2) Are you sorry for the sins you have committed against God by things you have done, said and thought, and by the things you have failed to do? If so, then answer, “I do repent!”
	I do repent!
	It is right for you to repent because God’s Word says, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not within us.” (1 John 1:8)
	3) Do you now believe that God will forgive you and save you for the sake of Jesus’ perfect life and redeeming death? If so, then answer, “I do believe!”
	I do believe!
	It is right for you to believe because Jesus himself says, “God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)
	4) Do you now promise by the power of the Holy Spirit to make every effort to turn away from sin and live for your Lord? If so, then answer, “I do so promise!”
	I do so promise!
	It is right for you to promise because God’s Word says, “Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.” (Matthew 3:8)

