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343 Once in Royal David’s City CW 343 sts. 1–3 
 

 
Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818–1895, abr., alt.  Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805–1876 Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation 
 

In the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 

Amen. 
 

Bidding Prayer 
 

Beloved in Christ: It is our delight this Christmas season to 
rejoice in the good news of Jesus’ birth. Let us hear the 
story recorded throughout sacred Scripture concerning how 
our loving God planned to save us from our sins. But first, 
let us pray:  
  



Heavenly Father, we pray for ourselves and all people who 
worship you and your Son this holy night. By your holy Word, 
lead us to say with the angels, 
 

Glory to God in the highest! 
 

We pray for your blessing on the people of our city, our 
province, our nation, and our world. 
 

O Lord, have mercy! 
 

We pray for the poor and helpless, the cold and hungry, the sick 
and sad, that you would give them the joy of your salvation and 
the comfort of your presence.    
 

O Christ, have mercy!   
 

We pray for unbelievers and enemies of the Church, that 
through your Law and Gospel you would lead them to recognize 
your Son as their only hope for eternal life.      
 

O Lord, Have mercy!   
 

Finally, we remember before you all those who rejoice with us in 
heaven, who live in greater light and beauty than we, that 
multitude which no one can number, who died in faith, and now 
praise you in your heavenly temple. We confess that we are 
united with them and with one another. 
 

Glory to God in the highest!   
 

We humbly offer up these prayers and praises in the words that 
Christ himself taught us: 
  

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 



 
 
 
Angels We Heard on High CW 346 

 
Text: French; tr. The Crown of Jesus, Part 2, 1862, alt.  Tune: French.  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Penitential Devotion Isaiah 59:15b–16 
 

The LORD looked and saw something evil—there was no 
justice. 16He saw that there was no one.He was appalled that 
there was no one who could intervene. So his own arm 
worked salvation for him, and his own righteousness 
supported him. 
 



 
 
 
Confession and Absolution 
 

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him 
with humble and penitent hearts.  Therefore, let us 
acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.  
 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature 
sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, 
words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed 
to do what is good.  For this I deserved your 
punishment both now and in eternity.  But I am truly 
sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 
Christ, I pray:  Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
  

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has 
given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, 
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the 
brightness of the true light. Grant that as we have known 
on earth the wonder of that light, we may also behold him 
in all his glory in the life to come; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
 
 
 



To Shepherds as They Watched by Night CW 335 sts. 1–3 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–1887, alt.  Tune: Latin, 15th cent., adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571–1621 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

First Lesson Genesis 3:8–19 
 

The consequences of sin and first promise of a Saviour. 
  

 8They heard the voice of the LORD God, who was walking 
around in the garden during the cooler part of the day, and 
the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of 
the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 
  9The LORD God called to the man and said to him, 
“Where are you?” 
  10The man said, “I heard your voice in the garden, and I 
was afraid, because I was naked, so I hid myself.” 
  11God said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have 
you eaten from the tree from which I commanded you not 
to eat?” 
  12The man said, “The woman you gave to be with me—
she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 
  13The LORD God said to the woman, “What have you 
done?” 



 
 The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
  14The LORD God said to the serpent: 

Because you have done this, 
you are cursed more than all the livestock, 
and more than every wild animal. 
You shall crawl on your belly, 
and you shall eat dust all the days of your life. 
15I will put hostility between you and the woman, 
and between your seed and her seed. 
He will crush your head, 
and you will crush his heel. 

  16To the woman he said: 
I will greatly increase your pain in childbearing. 
With painful labor you will give birth to children. 
Your desire will be for your husband, 
but he will rule over you. 

  17To Adam he said: 
Because you listened to your wife's voice 
and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, 
“You shall not eat from it,” 
the soil is cursed on account of you. 
You will eat from it with painful labor all the days of 
your life. 
18Thorns and thistles will spring up from the ground for 
you, 
but you will eat the crops of the field. 
19By the sweat of your face you will eat bread 
until you return to the soil, 
for out of it you were taken. 
For you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God  



 

356 God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen CW 356 sts. 1–3 

 
Text: English, 18th cent.  Tune: English. Text and tune: Public domain. 

 

Second Lesson Genesis 22:15–18 
 

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all 
the nations of the earth be blessed. 

  

  15The Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time 
from heaven 16and said, “I have sworn by myself, declares 
the LORD, because you have done this thing and have not 
withheld your son, your only son, 17I will bless you greatly, 
and I will multiply your descendants greatly, like the stars 
of the sky and like the sand on the seashore.  
 



 
 
 
 
Your descendants will take possession of the city gates of 
their enemies. 18In your seed all the nations of the earth will 
be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God  

 
338 On Christmas Night All Christians Sing CW 338 

 
Text: English, abr. Tune: English.  Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Third Lesson Isaiah 9:2, 6, 7 
 

The prophet Isaiah ascribes divine names and authority to 
the coming of the Saviour. 

 

 2The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. For 
those living in the land of the shadow of death, the light has 
dawned. 

6For to us a child is born. To us a son is given. 
The authority to rule will rest on his shoulders. 
He will be named: 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7There will be no limit to his authority 
and no end to the peace he brings. 
He will rule on David's throne and over his kingdom, 
 to establish it and to uphold it with justice and 
righteousness  from now on, into eternity. 
The zeal of the LORD of Armies will accomplish this. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God  
 



362 Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising CW 362 sts. 2–4, 6 

 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676, abr.; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. Tune: German, 14th cent. Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing 
House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723 Tune: Public domain 

 
Fourth Lesson Micah 5:2–4 
 

Micah prophesies that the Messiah will come from Bethlehem. 
  

2But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among 
the clans of Judah,from you, will go out the one who will be 
the ruler for me in Israel. His goings forth are from the 
beginning, from the days of eternity. 3Therefore the LORD will 
give them up, until the time when the woman who is in labor 
bears a child. Then the remaining survivors from his brothers 
will return to the people of Israel. 4He will stand and shepherd 
with the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of 
the LORD his God. They will dwell securely, for at that time he 
will be great to the ends of the earth. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
333 O Little Town of Bethlehem CW 333 sts. 1, 3–4 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 



 
 
Fifth Lesson Luke 1:26–35, 38 

 

The angel Gabriel announces to Mary that she will give birth 
to God’s Son. 

  

  26In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from 
God to a town of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin 
pledged in marriage to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28The 
angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly 
favored! The Lord is with you. Blessed are you among 
women.” 
  29But she was greatly troubled by the statement and was 
wondering what kind of greeting this could be. 30The angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, because you have 
found favor with God. 31Listen, you will conceive and give 
birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus. 32He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David. 33He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and his kingdom will 
never end.” 
  34Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a 
virgin?” 
  35The angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of 
God. 
  38Then Mary said, “See, I am the Lord's servant. May it 
happen to me as you have said.” Then the angel left her. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God  
 
 



344 What Child Is This CW 344 sts. 1–2 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–1898, alt. Tune: English, 16th cent. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sixth Lesson Luke 2:1–7 
 

The Birth of our Saviour 
  

  1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that 
all the world should be registered. 2This was the first census 
taken while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3And everyone 
went to register, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went 
up from Galilee, out of the town of Nazareth, into Judea, to 
the town of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was 
from the house and family line of David. 5He went to be 
registered with Mary, his wife, who was pledged to him in 
marriage and was expecting a child. 



 
 
  6And so it was that while they were there, the time came 
for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn 
son, wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God  
 

337 Silent Night, Holy Night CW 337 sts. 2–3, G1 
 

(The hymn will be sung by candlelight.  
The first verse will be sung as a solo in German) 

 

1 Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! 
Alles schläft, einsam wacht 

nur das traute, hochheilige Paar. 
Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar, 

    schlaf in himmlischer Ruh, 
    Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh 

 

2 Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight. 

Glories stream from heaven afar, 
heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
    Christ, the Savior, is born! 
    Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

3 Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 

radiant beams from thy holy face 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

    Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 
    Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 



 
 
Seventh Lesson Luke 2:8–20 

 

The announcement to the shepherds. 
  

  8There were in the same country shepherds staying out 
in the fields, keeping watch over their flock at night. 9An 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified! 10But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. For behold, I bring 
you good news of great joy, which will be for all people: 
11Today in the town of David, a Savior was born for you. He 
is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: You will 
find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 
manger.” 13Suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude 
from the heavenly army, praising God and saying, 14“Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
mankind.” 
  15When the angels went away from them into heaven, 
the shepherds said to one another, “Now let's go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 
Lord has made known to us.” 16So they hurried off and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 
manger. 17When they had seen him, they told others the 
message they had been told about this child. 18And all who 
heard it were amazed by what the shepherds said to them. 
19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in 
her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all the things that they had heard and 
seen, which were just as they had been told. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God  
 



361 Go, Tell It on the Mountain CW 361 

 
Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work II, 1873–1925, verses, alt. 
Tune: African American spiritual. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Eighth Lesson Matthew 2:1–12 
 

The Magi worship Jesus 
  

 1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, when Herod 
was king, Wise Men from the east came to Jerusalem. They 
asked, 2“Where is he who has been born King of the Jews? 
We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship 
him.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was alarmed, and 
all Jerusalem with him. 4He gathered together all the 
people's chief priests and experts in the law. He asked them 
where the Christ was to be born. 5They said to him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea, because this was written through the 
prophet: 
6You, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are certainly not 
least among the rulers of Judah: because out of you will 
come a ruler, who will shepherd my people, Israel.” 



  7Then Herod secretly summoned the Wise Men and 
found out from them exactly when the star had appeared. 
8He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search 
carefully for the child. When you find him, report to me, so 
that I may also go and worship him.” 
  9After listening to the king, they went on their way. Then 
the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them, 
until it stood still over the place where the child was. 
10When they saw the star, they rejoiced with overwhelming 
joy. 11After they went into the house and saw the child with 
Mary, his mother, they bowed down and worshipped him. 
Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts: 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12Since they had been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back 
to their own country by another route. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God  
 

372 As with Gladness Men of Old CW 372 sts. 1–2, 4 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–1898, alt. Tune: Conrad Kocher, 1786–1872, alt. Text and tune: Public domain 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ninth Lesson 1 John 4:9–14 
 

Jesus’ birth proves God’s loves you. 
  

 9This is how God's love for us was revealed: God has sent 
his only-begotten Son into the world so that we may live 
through him. 10This is love: not that we have loved God, but 
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice 
for our sins. 11Dear friends, if God loved us so much, we also 
should love one another. 
  12No one has ever seen God. If we love one another, God 
remains in us and his love has been brought to its goal in 
us. 13This is how we know that we remain in him and he in 
us: He has given us of his Spirit. 14We have seen and testify 
that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the 
world. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God  
 



 
350 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing CW 350 

 

 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–1788, alt. Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809–1847. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Final Prayer 
 

Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you 
kept your ancient promises by sending your everlasting Son 
in human flesh. 
 

On this holy night, receive our thanks and devotion, 
our songs and prayers. 
 

 



 
 
 
You sent Jesus as a lowly child to demonstrate your concern 
for all, the weak and lonely, the troubled and frightened, 
the timid and helpless. No one is overlooked by your ever-
seeking eyes. No one is excluded from your upholding arms. 
No one is denied the comfort and help of your outstretched 
hand. 
 

Bless us with a childlike faith in the divine assurance 
that you love and care for us always. 
 

You sent Jesus as the Saviour of the world to deliver all from 
the curse of sin, the power of death, and the torment of 
hell. He took our place. He was born under the law to set us 
free. He became the innocent lamb of sacrifice. He came to 
die and rise again in order that we might live eternally. 
Firmly implant this good news in our hearts, and fill us with 
an eager desire to spread the Word concerning what we 
have heard tonight. 
 

May all who hear the message, in every nation under 
heaven, be amazed and believe what is told them 
about the child. 
 

You sent Jesus as the Light of the world to drive out all 
darkness that would rob us of the full life that you intend 
for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. 
May the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be 
our peace. May the treasure that Mary pondered in her 
heart be our treasure. 
 

For today in the town of David, a Saviour has been 
born to us. He is Christ, the Lord. Amen. 
 
 



 
Blessing  Revelation 22:20-21 
 

Jesus says: ““Yes, I am coming soon.” 
 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with all the saints. 
 

Amen.  
 

353 Joy to the World CW 353 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748. Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759, adapt. Text and tune: Public domain 
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Announcements 
 

 

Church Cleaners 
 

December 28 – John / January 4 - Simon 

 
 

DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR 
  
 

We (24) 10:30 am Lessons and Carols @ Divine Word 
 3:00 pm  Lessons and Carols in Poltimore 
 7:00 pm  Lessons and Carols @ Divine Word 
 

Th (25) 11:00 am Christmas Day Service 
 

Su (28) 10:30 am Worship  
 11:30 am Coffee hour 
 

Th (1) 10:30 am Longfields Manor Devotion 
  

Su (4) 9:00 am  Sunday School / Bible Study 
 10:30 am Worship with Communion 
 11:45 am First Fellowship 
 3:00 pm Worship in Poltimore  
 4:00 pm Bible Class (Poltimore) 
 

We (7) 10:30 am Communicating Christ 
 5:30 pm  Youth Confirmation (W) 
 7:00 pm Communicating Christ 
 

Fr (9) 10:30 am Friday Fellowship 
  

Su (11) 9:00 am  Sunday School / Bible Study 
 10:30 am Worship  
 11:45 am Coffee Hour 
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