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Sunday, September 28, 2025 
The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Service Theme 
CAUSE / EFFECT 

PROMISES / PRAYER 
 

Disciples of Jesus need to learn how to pray. And learning 
to pray consists of a lifetime of persistence. So, what is the 
cause of persistent prayer? The precious promises of God. 
“God is not human, that he should lie. . . . Does he promise 
and not fulfill?” (Numbers 23:19). God cannot lie. So, we 
know every promise he makes us—to forgive, to provide, to 
help, to be with us—he must keep. When we persistently go 
to God in prayer and press him to keep his promises, God 
does not view that as nagging. He loves it! Because it 
demonstrates that our faith grasps not only that he can do 
what we ask, but that he will . . . because he promised. 

 



 
 
 
776 With the Lord Begin Your Task CW 776 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Morgen- und Abend-segen, Waldenburg, 1734, abr.; tr. W. Gustave Polack, 1890–1950, alt. Tune: Peter Frank, 1616–1675 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723. Tune: Public domain 

 

The Service 
Setting Three (page 188) 

 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 

Amen. 



 
 
 
Confession CW 189 
 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose 
sins are covered. 
 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count 
against them. 
  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
 

Almighty and merciful Father,  
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
    We have followed what we have devised and desired 
in our hearts.  
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy 
law.  
    We have done those things that we should not have 
done,  
        and we have not done those things that we should 
have done.  
    Have mercy on us, Lord!  
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent 
his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus 
paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and 
freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We 
have peace with God now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
 



 
Lord, Have Mercy CW 190 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman. Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by 
permission: OneLicense no. 719723 



Glory to God in the Highest CW 191 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman. Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by 
permission: OneLicense no. 719723 

 

The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 

And also with you. 
 



Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray. 
 

God, our refuge and strength, have mercy on your church 
as we come in prayer before you. Answer us not in 
judgment on our sins but in peace and forgiveness; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
 
 

First Reading Genesis 32:22–30 
 

In praying that the Lord would keep his promise of blessing, Jacob literally 
wrestles with God. 

 

  22He got up that night and took his two wives, his two 
maids, and his eleven sons, and crossed over the ford of the 
Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the stream, 
and he also sent his possessions across. 24Jacob was left 
alone, and he wrestled with a man there until daybreak. 
25When the man saw that he could not defeat him, he 
touched the socket of his thigh, and the socket of Jacob's 
thigh was dislocated as he wrestled. 26The man said, “Let 
me go. It's daybreak.” 
 Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 
  27Then he said to him, “What is your name?” 
 He said, “Jacob.” 
  28Then he said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but 
Israel, because you have fought with God and with men, 
and you have won.” 
  29Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” 
 He said, “Why do you ask what my name is?” Then he 
blessed him there. 
  30Jacob named the place Peniel, because he said, “I have 
seen God face-to-face, and my life has been spared.” 



 The Word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 

121A I Lift Up My Eyes to the Mountains Psalm 121A 

 

 

 

 
  

I lift up my eyes to the / mountains— 
    where does my help / come from? 
My help comes / from the LORD, 
    the maker of / heaven and earth. 
He will not let your / foot slip— 
    he who watches over you will not / slumber; 
indeed, he who watches over / Israel 
    will neither / slumber nor sleep.   Refrain 
  

The LORD watches / over you— 
    the LORD is your shade / at your right hand. 
The LORD will keep you / from all harm— 
    he will watch / over your life; 
the LORD will watch over your coming and / going 
    both now and for- / evermore. 



Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 
 
Tune: Marty Haugen Tune: © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723 
Setting: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723 

 

Second Reading 1 John 5:13–15 
 

When we ask God for something that is according to his will—something 
that he has promised—we can be absolutely confident we will receive it. 

 

 13I have written these things to you who believe in the 
name of the Son of God so that you may know that you 
have eternal life. 
  14This is the confidence that we have before him: that if 
we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15And if 
we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we also know 
that we receive the things we have asked from him. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 1 Peter 5:7 

 

 
 
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723 



Gospel Luke 18:1–8 
 

Jesus teaches us to be bold and persistent in our prayers. 
 

  1Jesus told them a parable about the need to always pray 
and not lose heart: 2“There was a judge in a certain town 
who did not fear God and did not care about people. 3There 
was a widow in that town, and she kept going to him, 
saying, ‘Give me justice from my adversary!’ 4For some time 
he refused, but after a while he said to himself, ‘Even 
though I do not fear God or care about people, 5yet because 
this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice so 
that she will not wear me out with her endless pleading.’” 
  6The Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 
7Will not God give justice to his chosen ones, who are 
crying out to him day and night? Will he put off helping 
them? 8I tell you that he will give them justice quickly. 
However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on 
the earth?” 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
723 When in the Hour of Utmost Need CW 723 

 

 



 
 
Text: Paul Eber, 1511–1569, abr.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt. Tune: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–c. 1561  
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon  Luke 18:1–8 
 

Pray 
1) Persistently 2) Confidently  

 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 



Prayer of the Church 
 

Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that 
surrounds us and the globe on which we live. You control 
all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in 
glory. 
 

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence. 
  

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. 
Clear away our confusion, and demolish our doubts. Send 
your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your 
promises and our desire to live according to your will. 
 

Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day 
by your grace. 
  

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. 
Protect us from scoffers who sneer at your truth. Spare us 
and Christians around the world from all forms of hate and 
persecution.    
 

Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and 
joy. 
  

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as 
they prepare for future days. Help them distinguish 
between what is passing and what is eternal, between 
instant thrills and lasting joy. Encourage more young 
people to prepare for service in the public ministry of the 
gospel. 
 

Mold us and move us to be good examples for our 
youth.    
  

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing 
physical or emotional pain and all who are afflicted by 
disease or facing death. Pour out your compassion on the 
grieving, and comfort the mourners who miss someone 
they loved. 
 



Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to 
help when we can. 
  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  

Silent prayer 
 

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to 
hear and answer us. Give us patience to accept your 
blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and 
wisdom, prepare us for the day when you will take us to be 
with you forever. 
 

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
 

Offering 
 

600 All Praise to Him, the God of Light CW 600 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
Text: adapted by Matt Merker, b. 1984; Horatius Bonar, 1808–1889, alt.; adapted by Bob Kauflin, b. 1955 
Tune: Matt Merker, b. 1984; Bob Kauflin, b. 1955 
Text and tune: © 2017 Sovereign Grace Praise, admin. IntegratedRights.com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723 

 
Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for 
our learning. May we so hear them, read, learn, and take 
them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by 
your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
 

Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
 your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 



Blessing 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
 

Amen. 
 

803 Day by Day CW 803 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Announcements 
 

Church Cleaners 
 

October 5 – Mark  
 

Thanksgiving Flowers 
 

For anyone wishing to help beautify the Altar for 
Thanksgiving, please drop off the plant(s) of your choice 
(traditionally mums) to the church by 11:00 am on Saturday, 
October 11th.   You are welcomed to take your plants home 
after the Thanksgiving Worship service or, if you wish, you 
may leave them at church to continue to beautify the altar 
for upcoming worship services. 
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DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR 
 
 

Su (28) 9:00 am  Sunday School / Bible Study 
 10:30 am Worship  
 11:45 am Coffee Hour 
 11:45 am Voter’s Meeting 
 

We (1) 9:30 am Communicating Christ (Adult) 
 5:15 pm  Youth Confirmation (W) 
 7:00 pm  New Communicating Christ (Adult) 
 

Th (2) 10:30 am Longfield Manor Devotion 
 

Fr (3) 3:00 pm Women’s Bible Study 
 

Su (5) 9:00 am  Sunday School / Bible Study 
 10:30 am Worship with Communion 
 11:45 am First Fellowship Potluck 
 3:00 pm Worship in Poltimore  
 4:00 pm Bible Study in Poltimore 
 

We (8) 9:30 am Communicating Christ (Adult) 
 5:15 pm  Youth Confirmation (W) 
 7:00 pm  New Communicating Christ (Adult) 
 

Fr (10) 3:00 pm Women’s Bible Study 
 6:00 pm Friday Fellowship 
 

Su (12) 9:00 am  Sunday School / Bible Study 
 10:30 am Thanksgiving Worship  
 11:45 am Coffee Hour 
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