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Sunday, July 27, 2025 
The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Service Theme 
UNDIVIDED ATTENTION 

ON THE PRIVILEGE AND PURPOSE 
OF PRAYER 

 

In a sense, prayer comes naturally to us. We want, so we 
ask. We hurt, so we cry out. We are frustrated, so we vent. 
We are blessed, so we give thanks. What does not come 
naturally, however, is a proper understanding of the 
privilege of prayer. Prayer is a privilege, based entirely on 
the unique and unearned relationship we have with God, 
our Father. And the purpose of prayer is really not to tell 
God what we want, but to claim that which God wants for 
us. Prayer provides the opportunity to bring our will into 
conformity with God’s will, not the other way around. This 
week, we give our undivided attention to what God says 
about this access we call prayer. Along with Jesus’ disciples 
we say, “Lord, teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1). 
 



722 In Holy Conversation CW 722 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Gregory J. Wismar, b. 1946 Tune: Swedish. Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723  
Tune: Public domain 

 

The Service 
Setting Three (page 188) 

 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 

Amen. 
 

Confession CW 189 
 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose 
sins are covered. 
 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count 
against them. 
  



 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
 

Almighty and merciful Father,  
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
    We have followed what we have devised and desired 
in our hearts.  
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy 
law.  
    We have done those things that we should not have 
done,  
        and we have not done those things that we should 
have done.  
    Have mercy on us, Lord!  
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent 
his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus 
paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and 
freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We 
have peace with God now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 190 

 

 



 

 

 
 
Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman 
Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723 

 

Glory to God in the Highest CW 191 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman 
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723 

 

The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 

And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray. 
  

O Lord, your ears are always open to the prayers of your 
humble servants who come to you in Jesus’ name. Teach us 
always to ask according to your will that we may never fail 
to obtain the blessings you have promised; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
 



First Reading Genesis 18:20–32 
 

Abraham prays on the basis of what he knows about the LORD: that the 
LORD is a just judge, that the LORD shows mercy, and that the LORD invites 

us to be bold in our prayers. 
 

  20So the LORD said, “Because the outcry against Sodom 
and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very 
flagrant, 21I will go down now and see if what they have 
done is as bad as the outcry that has come to me. If not, I 
will know.” 
  22The two men turned from there and went toward 
Sodom, but Abraham remained standing before the LORD. 
23Abraham approached him and said, “Will you really sweep 
away the righteous along with the wicked? 24What if there 
are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep 
them away and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty 
righteous who are in it? 25You would never do such a thing, 
killing the righteous along with the wicked, treating the 
righteous the same as the wicked. You would never do such 
a thing. The Judge of all the earth should do right, shouldn't 
he?” 
  26The LORD said, “If I find fifty righteous people within 
the city of Sodom, then I will spare the entire place for their 
sake.” 
  27Abraham answered, “See now, I who am but dust and 
ashes have taken it on myself to speak to my Lord. 28What if 
there are five fewer than fifty righteous? Will you destroy 
the entire city if the number is five short?” 
 He said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” 
  29He spoke to him yet again and said, “What if only forty 
are found there?” 
 He said, “I will not do it for the sake of the forty.” 
  30He said, “Please, do not be angry, my Lord, but I will 
speak again. What if thirty are found there?” 
 He said, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.” 



  31He said, “See now, I have taken it upon myself to speak 
to my Lord. What if there are twenty found there?” 
 He said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of the twenty.” 
  32He said, “Please, do not be angry, my Lord, but I will 
speak just once more. What if ten are found there?” 
 He said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of the ten.” 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 

138A Your Praises, God, I’m Bringing Psalm 138A 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle. Tune: Heinrich Isaac Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723  
Tune: Public domain 

 



Second Reading 1 Timothy 2:1–7 
 

Paul teaches us that the ultimate purpose for everything we ask is that 
God’s will would be done. 

 

  1First of all, then, I urge that petitions, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, 2for 
kings and all those who are in authority, in order that we 
might live a quiet and peaceful life in all godliness and 
dignity. 3This is good and pleasing in the sight of God our 
Savior, 4who wants all people to be saved and to come to 
the knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God and one 
mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, 
6who gave himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given 
at the proper time. 7For this testimony, I was appointed a 
herald and an apostle—I speak the truth; I am not lying—a 
teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation CW 194 

 

 
 
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723 

 



Gospel Luke 11:1–13 
 

Jesus teaches us how to pray and how our Father will answer. 
 

  1On another occasion, Jesus was praying in a certain place. 
When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, 
teach us to pray, just as John also taught his disciples.” 
  2He said to them, “When you pray, say, ‘Our Father in 
heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 3Give us each day our 
daily bread. 4Forgive us our sins, as we also forgive everyone 
who sins against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.’” 
  5He said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and 
you go to him at midnight and tell him, ‘Friend, lend me three 
loaves of bread, 6because a friend of mine who is on a journey 
has come to me, and I do not have anything to set before him.’ 
7And the one inside replies, ‘Don't bother me. The door is 
already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can't get up 
and give it to you.’ 8I tell you, even if he will not get up and 
give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his 
bold persistence, he will get up and give him as much as he 
needs. 
  9“I tell you, keep asking, and it will be given to you. Keep 
seeking, and you will find. Keep knocking, and it will be 
opened to you. 10For everyone who asks receives. The one who 
seeks finds. And to the one who knocks, it will be opened. 
  11“What father among you, if your son asks for bread, would 
give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, would give him a 
snake instead of a fish? 12Or if he asks for an egg, would give 
him a scorpion? 13If you then, though you are evil, know how 
to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?” 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 



719 Lord, Teach Us How to Pray CW 719 

 

 
 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007. Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731–1776 Text: © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: 
OneLicense no. 719723 Tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon  Luke 11:1-13 
 

Talk to your Father… 
 

1) With childlike faith. 
2) With excited anticipation. 

3) Trusting that He’ll give you what’s good. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary,  suffered under Pontius  
  Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right  
  hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the  
  dead. 



  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that 
surrounds us and the globe on which we live. You control 
all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in 
glory. 
 

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence. 
  

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. 
Clear away our confusion, and demolish our doubts. Send 
your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your 
promises and our desire to live according to your will. 
 

Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day 
by your grace. 
  

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. 
Protect us from scoffers who sneer at your truth. Spare us 
and Christians around the world from all forms of hate and 
persecution.    
 

Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and 
joy. 
  

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as 
they prepare for future days. Help them distinguish 
between what is passing and what is eternal, between 
instant thrills and lasting joy. Encourage more young 
people to prepare for service in the public ministry of the 
gospel. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mold us and move us to be good examples for our 
youth.    
  

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing 
physical or emotional pain and all who are afflicted by 
disease or facing death. Pour out your compassion on the 
grieving, and comfort the mourners who miss someone 
they loved. 
 

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to 
help when we can. 
  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  

Silent prayer 
  

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to 
hear and answer us. Give us patience to accept your 
blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and 
wisdom, prepare us for the day when you will take us to be 
with you forever. 
 

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
 

Offering 
 



 
 
725 Hear Us, Father, When We Pray CW 725 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Chad L. Bird, b. 1970. Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, Halle, 1704, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen 
Text: © 2001 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723. Tune: Public domain 

 
Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for 
our learning. May we so hear them, read, learn, and take 
them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by 
your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
 

Amen. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
 

Amen. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
721 What a Friend We Have in Jesus CW 721 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819–1886, alt. Tune: Charles C. Converse, 1832–1918. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Announcements 
 

Church Cleaners 
 

August 3 – Thomas // August 10 – John 

 
Church Picnic and Friendship Sunday 

 

August 10, 2025 - Invite your friends! 
 
 
 

 



 

DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR 
 
 

Su (27) 9:30 am Worship  
 10:30 am  Evangelism Meeting 
 

Tu (29) 7:00 pm Council Meeting 
 

We (30) 9:30 am Communicating Christ (Adult) 
 

Th (31) 5:30 pm Youth Confirmation (W) 
 

Fr (1) 4:30 pm Youth Confirmation (D) 
 

Sa (2) 11:00 am Communicating Christ (Youth) 
 

Su (3) 9:30 am Worship with Holy Communion 
 3:00 pm Communion Service in Poltimore 
 

We (6) 9:30 am Communicating Christ (Adult) 
 

Th (7) 10:30 am Longfield Devotion 
 5:30 pm Youth Confirmation (W) 
 

Fr (8) 4:30 pm Youth Confirmation (D) 
 

Sa (9) 11:00 am Communicating Christ (Youth) 
 

Su (10) 9:30 am Friendship Sunday 
 11:00 am Church Picnic 
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