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Sunday, July 20, 2025 
The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Service Theme 
UNDIVIDED ATTENTION 

ON THE ONE THING NEEDED 
 

We think we need a lot of different things, but Jesus says 
we only need one. Only His Gospel can create and sustain 
the faith that makes you God’s dear child and heir of His 
everlasting kingdom. If you didn’t have water, you would die 
in a few days; without oxygen, in a few minutes. But without 
Jesus speaking to us through his Word, there is no hope for 
everlasting life. We literally need the gospel more than 
water or oxygen. So, let us listen to Jesus speak, giving him 
our undivided attention. 
 
 



 
 

Order of Service  
(Gathering Rite of the Word & Service of Word and Sacrament) 

 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the 

Holy Spirit. 
C: (spoken) Amen. 
 

 
 
M: Oh, how I love your law! 
C: I meditate on it all day long. 
 

M: Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, 
C: for they are ever with me. 
 

M: I have more insight than all my teachers, 
C: for I meditate on your statutes. 
 

M: How sweet are your words to my taste, 
C: sweeter than honey to my mouth!  

 (Psalm 119:97-99,103) 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

M: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 

   

C: so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped 
for every good work.   

(2 Timothy 3:16,17) 
 

M: Yet so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to 
gladly hear and learn it. For this and all our sins, we bow 
before God and humbly ask his forgiveness. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature 
sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, 
words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed 
to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my 
sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: 
Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 



 
 

M: God gave his Word so “that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 
may have life in his name” (John 20:31). The Scriptures 
testify about Jesus, who lived a perfect life for you, died 
on the cross to pay for all your sins, and rose again to 
assure you of your salvation. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: (spoken) Amen. 
 

 



Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of 
your Word. By your Holy Spirit, help us to receive it with 
joy and bring forth fruits in faith, hope, and love; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 
 

First Reading Genesis 18:1–14 
 

With his gracious visit and gracious words, the Lord gives 
Sarah exactly what she needs most—a strengthened faith in 

God’s promise of a child. 
 

  1The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, 
as he was sitting by the door to his tent during the heat of 
the day. 2Abraham looked up, and he saw three men 
standing in front of him. When he saw them, he ran from 
the tent door to meet them, and he bowed down to the 
ground. 3He said, “My lord, if I have now found favor in 
your sight, please do not pass your servant by. 4Now let me 
get a little water so that all of you can wash your feet and 
rest under the tree. 5Let me get some bread so that you can 
refresh yourselves. After that you may go your way. That is 
why you have come to your servant.” 
 They said, “Yes, do as you have said.” 
  6Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah and said, 
“Quickly prepare twenty quarts of fine flour, knead it, and 
make some loaves of bread.” 7Abraham ran to the herd, 
brought a good, tender calf, and gave it to the servant. He 
hurried to prepare it. 8He took cheese curds, milk, and the 
calf that he had prepared and set it before them. He stood 
beside them under the tree while they ate. 



  9They asked him, “Where is Sarah, your wife?” 
 He said, “She is over there in the tent.” 
  10One of the men said, “I will certainly return to you 
when this season comes around next year. Then Sarah your 
wife will have a son.” 
 Sarah was listening to this from the tent door, which was 
behind him. 11Now Abraham and Sarah were old, well into 
old age. Sarah was past the age for childbearing. 12Sarah 
laughed to herself, saying, “After I am worn out, will I have 
pleasure, since my lord is also old?” 
  13The LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and 
say, ‘Will I really give birth to a child though I am old?’ 14Is 
anything impossible for the LORD? At the set time next year 
I will return to you, and Sarah will have a son.” 
 

119B Teach Me, O LORD Psalm 119B 

  
Teach me, LORD, the way of / your decrees, 
    that I may follow it / to the end. 
Give me understanding, so that I may / keep your law 
    and obey it with / all my heart. 
Direct me in the path of / your commands, 
    for there I / find delight.   Refrain 
  



 
Turn my eyes away from / worthless things; 
    preserve my life according / to your word. 
Fulfill your promise to your / servant, 
    so that you / may be feared. 
How I long for your / precepts! 
    In your righteousness pre- / serve my life. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 
 

Tune: Thomas Pavlechko.  Setting: Thomas Pavlechko 
Music: © 2004, 2012 Thomas Pavlechko, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723  

 

Second Reading Colossians 1:1–14 
 

Through the gospel Christ gives us what we need—a faith 
which bears fruits in our individual lives and in his wider church. 

 

  1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and 
Timothy our brother, 
  2To the holy and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae: 
 Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 
  3We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, when we pray for you, 4because we have heard of 
your faith in Christ Jesus and the love that you have for all 
the saints 5because of the hope that is stored up for you in 
heaven. You have already heard about this in the word of 
truth, the gospel 6that is present with you now. The gospel 
is bearing fruit and growing in the entire world, just as it 
also has been doing among you from the day you heard it 
and came to know the grace of God in truth. 7You learned 
this from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a 
faithful minister of Christ on your behalf. 8He is the one 
who told us about your love in the Spirit. 



  9For this reason, from the day we heard about your love, 
we also have not stopped praying for you. We keep asking 
that you would be filled with the knowledge of his will in all 
wisdom and spiritual understanding, 10so that you might 
live in a way that is worthy of the Lord. Our goal is that you 
please him by bearing fruit in every kind of good work and 
by growing in the knowledge of God, 11as you are being 
strengthened with all power because of his glorious might 
working in you. Then you will have complete endurance 
and patience, joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who 
qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in the 
kingdom of light. 
  13The Father rescued us from the domain of darkness and 
transferred us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14in 
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
 

Verse of the Day John 20:31 

 



Gospel Luke 10:38–42 
 

One sister served Jesus, which was lovely. The other sister 
wanted to be served by Jesus, which is the one thing needed. 

 

  38As they went on their way, Jesus came into a village, 
and a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. 
39She had a sister named Mary, who was sitting at the Lord's 
feet and was listening to his word. 40But Martha was 
distracted with all her serving. She came over and said, 
“Lord, don't you care that my sister has left me to serve 
alone? Tell her to help me.” 
  41The Lord answered and told her, “Martha, Martha, you 
are worried and upset about many things, 42but one thing is 
needed. In fact, Mary has chosen that better part, which 
will not be taken away from her.” 
 

 
 

645 One Thing’s Needful CW 645 

 



 
 

 

Text: Johann H. Schröder, 1667–1699, abr., adapt.;  tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812–1897, alt. Tune: Friedrich L. C. Layriz, 1808–1859 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon  Luke 10:38-42 
 

Just stop, sit, and listen to Jesus! 
 

1) 1. Leave your cares and worries behind. 
2. Listen attentively to His Word. 

3. Apply His peace to your life. 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 

O Lord, light of the world and saving strength of your people, 
we thank you for the gift of your Word. Implant it in the 
hearts of your people, so that, set free from the power of 
Satan and the fear of death, we may live to serve and honor 
you. 
 

Pour out your Spirit on us, that we may grow richly in 
divine knowledge and spiritual understanding. Bless the 
proclamation of your Word everywhere, so that hearts 
may be turned from the darkness of spiritual ignorance, 
falsehood, and despair to the light of knowledge, truth, 
and life. Be with our missionaries in our own and distant 
lands. Protect them, encourage them, and crown their 
labors with success. 
 

 



 
 
 
Let your Word shine in our homes, that parents and children 
may dwell together in love and serve one another in 
kindness and humility. Watch over the sick, the sorrowing, 
the anxious, and the weary. Preserve those who are in any 
danger of body or soul. Supply us by the grace of Jesus with 
the Spirit's power, that we may ever be comforted by your 
truth and sustained by your love. 
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayer 
 

For these and all the other things you know we need, we 
confidently ask in the name of him who gave himself for us 
that we might live through him, Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

The Sacrament 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 
 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
In love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. 
He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his 
children and to strengthen us when we are weak. Now 
have come the salvation and the power and the 
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To 
him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise 
and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever: 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Words of Institution 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave 
it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the 
new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.”  



 
 
 
 
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

  
 

Distribution of the Lord’s Supper 
 
 
 
 



 
 
After Distribution 

 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips 
which have praised you here may glorify you in the 
world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of 
your Son may long for his coming again, and that all 
who have received in his true body and blood the 
pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a 
new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

 

 
 

 



Blessing 
 

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one 
another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you  

and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

868 By Faith CW 868 sts. 1–2, Ref, 3–5 

 
 
 



 
 

 

4 By faith the church was called to go 
in the pow’r of the Spirit to the lost 
to deliver captives and to preach good news 
in ev’ry corner of the earth. (Refrain) 

 

5 By faith this mountain shall be moved 
and the pow’r of the gospel shall prevail, 
for we know in Christ all things are possible 
for all who call upon his name. (Refrain) 

Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 
Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Stuart Townend, b. 1963; arr. Ruth N. Coleman, b. 1953 
Text: © 2009 Thankyou Music (PRS), admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com; © Getty Music Publishing (ASCAP), admin. Music Services . 
Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723 
Tune: © 2009 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723  
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Announcements 
 

Church Cleaners 
 

July 27 – Mark // August 3 – Thomas 

 
Church Picnic and Friendship Sunday 

 

August 10, 2025 - Invite your friends! 
 

 

 

DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR 
 
 

Su (20) 9:30 am Worship with Holy Communion 
 3:00 pm Communion Service in Poltimore 
 

Pastor will be at Synod Convention from July 21-25 
 

Th (24) 5:30 pm Online Youth Confirmation (tentative) 
 

Fr (25) 6:30 pm Friday Fellowship  
 

Su (27) 9:30 am Worship  
 10:30 am  Evangelism Meeting 
 

Tu (29) 7:00 pm Council Meeting 
 

We (30) 9:30 am Communicating Christ (Adult) 
 

Th (31) 5:30 pm Youth Confirmation (W) 
 

Fr (1) 4:30 pm Youth Confirmation (D) 
 

Sa (2) 11:00 am Communicating Christ (Youth) 
 

Su (3) 9:30 am Worship with Holy Communion 
 3:00 pm Communion Service in Poltimore 
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