
 

 

 

 
 

Sunday, June 29, 2025 
The Third Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Service Theme 
UNDIVIDED ATTENTION: 

ON CHRIST’S CALL FOR COMMITMENT 
 

There are different types of followers: the half-hearted 
versus the committed. Jesus is uninterested in followers 
who pay attention to his Word and will only when their other 
pursuits provide the time. Jesus wants followers who are all 
in . . . who love him above all things . . . who would be willing 
to leave everything else behind if that were what it would 
take to be with him. We simply do not have it inside us to 
produce that level of commitment. But in the gospel, we see 
how Jesus went all in for our salvation. As we witness the 
way Jesus made our eternal happiness the focus of his 
undivided attention, the Spirit creates within us the very 
commitment that Christ seeks. 
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Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Jeff Taylor, b. 1957; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 
Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Jeff Taylor, b. 1957; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 
Text and tune: © 2012 Getty Music and Seek 1st Publishing, admin. MusicServices.org and Townend Music. Used by permission: 
OneLicense no. 719723 

 



The Service 
Service of Word and Prayer (page 266) 

 

I rejoiced with those who said to me, 
 

“Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
  

How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord Almighty! 
 

Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are 
ever praising you. 
  

The Lord is near to all who call on him, 
 

to all who call on him in truth. 

 
Time of the Church 

 

Teach me, Lord, the way of your decrees, 
 

that I may follow it to the end. 
  
Your word is a lamp for my feet, 
 

a light on my path. 
  

Faith comes from hearing the message, 
 

and the message is heard through the word about 
Christ. 
 

The following prayer is spoken: 
 

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the 
wisdom that comes from above. Let nothing hinder your 
Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying 
of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in 
steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Amen. 



Old Testament 1 Kings 19:19–21 
 

Elisha commits himself completely to the work to which the Lord had 
called him, leaving family and wealth behind. 

 

  19So Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of 
Shaphat. Elisha was doing the plowing with twelve teams of 
oxen in front of him, and he himself was driving the twelfth 
team. Elijah crossed over to him and threw his cloak over him. 
20Then Elisha left the oxen and ran after Elijah. He said, “Let 
me kiss my father and my mother good-bye! Then I will follow 
you.” 
 Then Elijah said, “Go back! For what have I done to you?” 
  21So Elisha turned back from following him. Then he took 
the team of oxen and slaughtered them. Using the equipment 
from the oxen as fuel, he cooked the meat and gave it to the 
people, and they ate. Then he got up, followed Elijah, and 
served him. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



 

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 11:21b–30 
 

Christ had shown grace to Paul. That grace moved Paul to be committed to 
Christ, no matter the personal cost. 

  

 However bold anyone might be (I am speaking in a foolish 
way), I am going to be bold too. 22Are they Hebrews? So am I. 
Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they Abraham's seed? So am 
I. 23Are they ministers of Christ? (I am speaking in a crazy 
way.) I am even more. I've done more hard work, been in 
prisons more often, been whipped far more, and I've been 
close to death many times. 24Five times I received from the 
Jews the forty lashes minus one. 25Three times I was beaten 
with rods. One time I was stoned. Three times I was 
shipwrecked. I have spent a night and a day on the open sea.  



26I have often been on journeys, in danger from rivers, in 
danger from robbers, in danger from my own people, in 
danger from Gentiles, in danger in the city, in danger in the 
wilderness, in danger on the sea, in danger among false 
brothers. 27I have worked hard and struggled. I've spent many 
sleepless nights. I've been hungry and thirsty. I've gone 
without food many times. I've been cold and lacked clothing. 
  28Besides those external matters, there is the daily pressure 
on me of my concern for all the churches. 29Who is weak 
without my being weak? Who falls into sin without my being 
distressed? 
  30If it is necessary that I boast, I will boast of the things that 
show my weakness. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Verse of the Day Mark 8:34 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 
Alleluia. 

 
Gospel Luke 9:51–62 
 

Jesus teaches that following him means leaving this world behind. 
 

  51When the days were approaching for him to be taken up, 
Jesus was determined to go to Jerusalem. 52He sent 
messengers ahead of him. They went and entered a Samaritan 
village to make preparations for him. 53But the people did not 
welcome him, because he was determined to go to Jerusalem. 
54When his disciples James and John saw this, they said, “Lord, 
do you want us to call down fire from heaven to consume 
them?” 
  55But he turned and rebuked them. “You don't know what 
kind of spirit is influencing you.  



56For the Son of Man did not come to destroy people's souls, 
but to save them.” Then they went to another village. 
  57As they went on the way, a man said to him, “I will follow 
you wherever you go.” 
  58Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air 
have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” 
  59He said to another man, “Follow me!” 
 But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 
  60Jesus told him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but 
you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 
  61Another man also said, “I will follow you, Lord, but first 
let me say good-bye to those at my home.” 
  62Jesus told him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow 
and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
695 Take My Life and Let It Be CW 695 
 

 

5 Take my will and make it thine, it shall be no longer mine; 
take my heart, it is thine own, it shall be thy royal throne. 

 

6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure store; 
take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee. 

 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–1879 Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793–1870 Text and tune: Public domain 



 
 
 
Sermon  Luke 9:51-62 
 

Jesus’ determination for your salvation is: 
1) Your power to love those who oppose you.  
2)Your motivation to give up everything for His kingdom. 

 
702 Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake CW 702 

 

Text: tr. Charles W. Schaeffer, 1813–1896, alt.; (sts. 1–2, 4): Johann Scheffler, 1624–1677, abr.; (st. 3): Geistliche Lieder und Lobgesänge, 1695 
Tune: Bartholomäus Gesius, c. 1555–1613, adapt. Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right     
  hand of God the Father Almighty.  
From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer 
 

Lord, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy; 
 

in your faithfulness and righteousness, come to my 
relief. 
  

Spare us, Lord, from the lies of the devil and the attacks of 
our conscience. Comfort and save us in your patient 
compassion. 
 

Have mercy on us, Jesus. 
  

Guide us, Lord, to the wisdom of your Word and the power 
of your promises. Take away our confusion and doubt. 
 

Have mercy on us, Jesus. 
  



Hear us, Lord, when we come to you in prayer. Make us 
confident to take you at your word and to follow you in 
faith. 
 

Have mercy on us, Jesus. 
  

Empower us, Lord, to walk in your ways and live in your 
truth. Fill us with your love, that we may love you and one 
another. 
 

Have mercy on us, Jesus. 
 
Almighty God, we acknowledge with thanks that all we 
have and enjoy is a gift from your gracious hand. We come 
before you today in heartfelt appreciation for our nation 
and its people. 

We thank you for enabling us to worship you in 
freedom and to serve you without fear. 

You have enriched us with the bounties of farm and factory, 
the beauty of forest and mountain, and the marvels of 
medicine and science. 

For all these blessings, we praise and glorify you. 

Look with favor upon our nation, and preserve our 
cherished liberties. Enable our leaders to govern with 
wisdom, honesty, courage, and justice. Protect those who 
serve in the armed forces and those who maintain peace 
and safety in our communities. 

Give us willingness to obey our nation’s laws and to 
work for the common good. 

Keep our financial institutions secure and our economy 
strong. Bless our fields that they may produce abundant 
harvests. Guard us from calamities of nature and accident, 
and spare our land from the ravages of disease and 
epidemic. 



Teach us not to worry but to cast all our cares on you. 

Strengthen the homes of our nation. By your Spirit lead 
husbands and wives to love each other, parents to nurture 
their children, young adults to assume responsibility, and 
children to show respect.  

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

To you, O Lord, we bring our thanks and our requests. 

Hear our prayers for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

The almighty and merciful Lord—the Father, the T Son, and 
the Holy Spirit—bless us and keep us. 
 

Amen. 
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Text: Francis Scott Key, 1779–1843, alt. 
Tune: John Darwall, 1731–1789 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Announcements 
 

Church Cleaners 
 

July 6 – Barnabas // June 13 – Luke 

 
 

 

DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR 
 

 

Su (29) 9:30 am Worship  
 10:30 am Ladies Strawberry Social 
 3:00 pm Worship in Poltimore 
  

We (2) 9:30 am Communicating Christ (Adult) 
 

Th (3) 9:30 am Longfield Manor Devotion 
  Youth Confirmation (W) 
 

Sa (5) 11:00 am Communicating Christ (Youth) 
 

Su (6) 9:30 am Worship with Holy Communion 
 3:00 pm Communion Service in Poltimore 
 

Pastor will be of town from July 7-9 
 

Th (10) 9:30 am Youth Confirmation (W) 
 

 

Fr (11) 4:30 pm  Youth Confirmation (D) 
 6:00 pm Friday Fellowship 
 

Sa (12) 11:00 am Communicating Christ (Youth) 
 

Su (13) 9:30 am Worship  
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