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Sunday, March 23, 2025 
The Third Sunday in Lent  

 

Service Theme 
ALWAYS PRESENT, ALWAYS PATIENT 

 

The heavenly Father is always present in the lives of his 
children. He sees every sorrow we endure. He also sees 
every sin that we commit, even if it’s only in our thoughts. 
He is always present. Yet, he is also always patient. God 
does not snap at us the second we turn from him. He gives 
us time to see the error of our ways. He assures us that the 
door back to him remains always open. By giving us room 
to share our struggles and shortcomings, he works in us the 
very repentance he desires and saves us from the 
judgement that would otherwise be ours. 
 



 
 
406 In the Hour of Trial CW 406 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. 
Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823–1876 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The Service 
Setting Three (page 188) 

 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 

Amen. 
 



 
 
 
Confession CW 189 
 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose 
sins are covered. 
 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count 
against them. 
  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
 

Almighty and merciful Father,  
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
    We have followed what we have devised and desired 
in our hearts.  
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy 
law.  
    We have done those things that we should not have 
done,  
        and we have not done those things that we should 
have done.  
    Have mercy on us, Lord!  
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent 
his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus 
paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and 
freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We 
have peace with God now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
 



Lord, Have Mercy CW 190 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman 
Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723 

 

The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 

And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray. 
  

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious 
to all who have gone astray from your ways, and bring them 
again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace 
and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
 

Amen. 
 

First Reading Exodus 3:1–15 
 

The Lord reveals his presence to Moses as flames within a bush—fire that 
warms and gives light yet does not consume. 

 

  1Now Moses was shepherding the flock of Jethro, his 
father-in-law, a priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the 
far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain 
of God.  



2The Angel of the LORD appeared to him in blazing fire 
from within a bush. Moses saw that the bush was on fire, 
but the bush was not burning up. 3So he said, “I will go over 
and look at this amazing sight—to find out why the bush is 
not burning up.” 
  4When the LORD saw that Moses had gone over to take a 
look, God called to him from the middle of the bush and 
said, “Moses! Moses!” 
 Moses said, “I am here.” 
  5The LORD said, “Do not come any closer. Take your 
sandals off your feet, for the place where you are standing is 
holy ground.” 6He then said, “I am the God of your fathers, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob.” 
 Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. 
  7The LORD said, “I have certainly seen the misery of my 
people in Egypt, and I have heard their cry for help because 
of their slave drivers. Yes, I am aware of their suffering. 8So 
I have come down to deliver them from the hand of the 
Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good 
and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, 
to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, 
the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9Now indeed, 
the Israelites' cry for help has come to me. Yes, I have seen 
how the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10Come now, I will 
send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out 
of Egypt.” 
  11But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to 
Pharaoh, and that I should bring the Israelites out of 
Egypt?” 
  12So he said, “I will certainly be with you. This will be the 
sign to you that I have sent you: When you have brought 
the people out of Egypt, you will serve God on this 
mountain.” 



  13But Moses said to God, “If I go to the Israelites and say 
to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and 
they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what should I say to 
them?” 
  14So God replied to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” He also said, 
“You will say this to the Israelites: I AM has sent me to you.” 
  15God also told Moses, “Say this to the Israelites: ‘The 
LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you. 
This is my name forever, and this is how I am to be 
remembered from generation to generation.’ 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 

85A LORD, in Your Mercy, Hear My Prayer Psalm 85A 

 

 

 
  
You, LORD, forgave the iniquity of your / people 
    and covered / all their sins. 
You set aside / all your wrath 
    and turned from your fierce / anger. 
Show us your unfailing / love, LORD, 
    and grant us your sal- / vation.   Refrain 
  



I will listen to what God the / LORD says; 
    he promises peace to his / people. 
Surely his salvation is near those who / fear him, 
    that his glory may dwell / in our land. 
Love and faithfulness meet to- / gether; 
    righteousness and peace kiss each / other. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

 
Text: Hal H. Hopson 
Tune: Hal H. Hopson 
Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer 
Text and tune: © 2008 Birnamwood/MorningStar Music Publishers (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723 
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723 

 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 10:1–13 
 

God revealed his presence among the nation of Israel. Instead of his 
presence leading them to repentant faith, with a sense of false security the 

Israelites set their hearts on evil. 
 

  1For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our 
fathers were all under the cloud and all passed through the 
sea, 2and they were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and 
in the sea. 3They all ate the same spiritual food 4and all 
drank the same spiritual drink, for they drank from the 
spiritual rock that accompanied them—and that rock was 
Christ! 5Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of 
them. He had them die in the wilderness. 
  6Now these things took place as examples to warn us not 
to desire evil things the way they did. 7Do not become 
idolaters like some of them—as it is written, “The people 
sat down to eat and drink, and got up to celebrate wildly.” 
8And let us not commit sexual immorality, as some of them 
did, and in one day twenty-three thousand fell. 9Let us not 
put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and so were 
being destroyed by the serpents.  



10And do not grumble, as some of them grumbled, and were 
destroyed by the destroyer. 11All these things that were 
happening to them had meaning as examples, and they 
were written down to warn us, to whom the end of the ages 
has come. 
  12So let him who thinks he stands be careful that he does 
not fall. 13No testing has overtaken you except ordinary 
testing. But God is faithful. He will not allow you to be 
tested beyond your ability, but when he tests you, he will 
also bring about the outcome that you are able to bear it. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 2 Peter 3:9 
 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish,  
but everyone to come to repentance. 
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Gospel Luke 13:1–9 
 

God is always patient, but our time of grace does come to an end at the 
moment of death. Since that can come at unexpected times, Jesus teaches 

that the time to repent is right now. 
 

  1At that time there were some present who told Jesus 
about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with 
their sacrifices. 2He answered them, “Do you think that 
these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other 
Galileans because they suffered these things? 3I tell you, no. 
But unless you repent, you will all perish too. 4Or those 
eighteen who were killed when the tower in Siloam fell on 
them—do you think that they were worse sinners than all 
the people living in Jerusalem? 5I tell you, no. But unless 
you repent, you will all perish too.” 



  6He told them this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted 
in his vineyard. He came looking for fruit on it, but he did 
not find any. 7So he said to the gardener, ‘Look, for three 
years now I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and 
I have found none. Cut it down. Why even let it use up the 
soil?’ 8But the gardener replied to him, ‘Sir, leave it alone 
this year also, until I dig around it and put fertilizer on it. 
9If it produces fruit next year, fine. But if not, then cut it 
down.’” 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

712 Delay Not! Delay Not CW 712 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Thomas Hastings, 1784–1872, alt. Tune: Welsh, 17th cent. Text and tune: Public domain 



 
 
 
Sermon  Luke 13:6-9 
 

God Looks for the Fruits of Repentance. 
1) He is right to expect this fruit. 
2) He warns against fruitlessness. 
3) He does all he can to encourage our fruitfulness. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 



 
 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 

Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that 
surrounds us and the globe on which we live. You control 
all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in 
glory. 
 

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence. 
  

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. 
Clear away our confusion, and demolish our doubts. Send 
your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your 
promises and our desire to live according to your will. 
 

Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day 
by your grace. 
  

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. 
Protect us from scoffers who sneer at your truth. Spare us 
and Christians around the world from all forms of hate and 
persecution.    
 

Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and 
joy. 
  

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as 
they prepare for future days. Help them distinguish 
between what is passing and what is eternal, between 
instant thrills and lasting joy. Encourage more young 
people to prepare for service in the public ministry of the 
gospel. 
 

Mold us and move us to be good examples for our 
youth.    
  

 



Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing 
physical or emotional pain and all who are afflicted by 
disease or facing death. [Especially bless . . . here name the 
person and the cause of the petition.] Pour out your 
compassion on the grieving, and comfort the mourners who 
miss someone they loved. 
 

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to 
help when we can. 
  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  

Silent prayer 
  

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to 
hear and answer us. Give us patience to accept your 
blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and 
wisdom, prepare us for the day when you will take us to be 
with you forever. 
 

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
 

Offering 
 

833 I Run to Christ CW 833 

 

 

 



 

 
 
Text: Chris Anderson, b. 1971 
Tune: Greg Habegger, b. 1973 
Text and tune: © 2010 Church Works Media (adm. at IntegratedRights.com). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723 

 
Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our 
learning. May we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to 
heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy 
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 



 
Blessing 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
 

Amen. 
 

923 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah CW 923 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: William Williams, 1717–1791, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Peter Williams, 1722–1796, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. William Williams, 1717–1791 
Tune: John Hughes, 1873–1932 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 



 

 

DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR 
 

Su (23) 9:00 am Sunday School / Bible Class 
 10:30 am Worship  
 11:30 am Coffee Hour  
 12:00 pm Voter’s Meeting 
 

Tu (25) 5:30 pm Youth Confirmation (W) 
  

We (26) 11:30 am Communicating Christ (Adult) 
 7:00 pm Midweek Lenten Service 
  

Th (27) 6:00 pm Illumine (at St. Paul’s) 
 

Fr (28) 3:00 pm Women’s Bible Study (Romans 9-16) 
 4:30 pm  Confirmation (D) 
 6:00 pm Friday Fellowship 
 

Sa (29) 11:00 pm  Communicating Christ (Youth) 
 

Su (30) 9:00 am Sunday School / Bible Class 
 10:30 am Worship  
 11:30 am Coffee Hour  
 5:00 pm Circuit Gathering (Toronto) 
 

Tu (1) 5:30 pm Youth Confirmation (W) 
  

We (2) 11:30 am Communicating Christ (Adult) 
 7:00 pm Midweek Lenten Service 
  

Th (3) 10:30 am Longfield Manor 
 6:00 pm Illumine (at St. Paul’s) 

 

Fr (4) 3:00 pm Women’s Bible Study (Romans 9-16) 
 4:30 pm  Confirmation (D) 
 

Sa (5) 11:00 pm  Communicating Christ (Youth) 
 
Su (6) 9:00 am Sunday School / Bible Class 
 10:30 am Worship with Communion  
 11:30 am First Fellowship  
 3:00 pm Worship in Poltimore 
  

 



Announcements 
 

Church Cleaners 
 

March 30 – Simon // April 6 – Matthew 
 
Midweek Lenten Worship: Reflections on Repentance 

 

Using David’s great penitential Psalm 51 as our guide, this 
year’s Midweek series of Lenten reflections explores the 
depths of our sinful depravity, the brokenness of our 
relationship with God, our dire need for rescue, and the 
good news of forgiveness, cleansing, and rejoicing in our 
restored relationship with God and the promise of eternal 
life through Jesus our Saviour. Please join us every 
Wednesday evening until Palm Sunday at 7 p.m. as the 
WELS Ottawa pastors take turns leading us worship as the 
reflection on repentance. 
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