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Sunday, February 15, 2025
The Sixth Sunday after Epiphany

Service Theme
BLESSINGS ARE CURSED; CURSES ARE BLESSED

As Jesus gathered followers, he taught them that his kingdom
runs exactly opposite to the principles and priorities of the
world. That which the world considers a blessing can often be
a curse. Things like success and wealth and health can lead us
away from our God. Conversely, there are hidden blessings in
what we would normally consider curses. When we fail, when
we suffer, and when things don’t go our way, it forces us to put
our trust in God and for our souls to be satisfied in him. The
reality is that perceived blessings can be cursed and perceived
curses can be used for our blessing.
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Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy

Spirit.
Amen.



Confession

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the
truth is not in us.

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Holy God, gracious Father,

I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in
my thoughts, words, and actions.

I have not loved you with my whole heart;

I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.

But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.

Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He
sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning
sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy
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In peace let us  pray to the Lord.




=
14

—

Lt

o

)
have mer - cy.

Lord,

LK.§
Y aaty

a bove and for our sal

from

For the peace

Lord.

S Dt

the

pray to

let us

va - tion,

P
wy—o

7 BT

have mer - cy.

Lord,

[ X0

1 W T

of the whole world,

peace

the

For

YV HoTH

God,

of

the Church

ing of

be

the well -

for

L8]

L E.¥
o wpte

the Lord.

to

let us pray

all,

and for the u-ni-ty of

17 e

have mer - cv.

Lord,

o MLlTe
Lk v
bl

and for all who of - fer here their

house

ly

ho -

For this

4,
” PN

the Lord.

to

let us pray

and praise,

wor - ship

=

for K3
Lord,

have mer - cy.



AR P | I I } I f f
$———o 315
Help, save, com-fort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
n s
LT T |
A'j;e—'—e—u
A - men.
Glory to God in the Highest
Hoef | . -
. i — " — n = i -y . i - —
B 7 o o | [T ). 4" & il ii E R ! 1
o M = ™ — o ] »
n o= H - p—
o T I — — | [ { ) i
‘\yi“ P K— - i - - E—
D) b ¥l \ I
Glo - ry, glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God in the
A i ; ! ‘
T % e e
B e e i o e
D) r i l | it
high - est! Glo - v, glo-ry to God, and peace to his
3. \
e —= =====
EGRES et == R o
» # 7
peoc-ple  on earth Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al -
LR | J J
Pl T S (e B N ‘t
A3 I & o —— > I I { =
J e — ¢ v
might -y God and Fa - ther, we wor - ship you, we
nut. ‘ . |
s, S R 1‘ I I E | —= -
G i e r—F
— e I Y |
give vyou thanks, we  praise you for your glo Iy.
a4 -

[

|
|

—

S

e
|

L

U | P
O et [
Glo 1Y, glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God in the
[N . | .
o LTl J | | | 4
G, e | ew lreeee J1J ]
e y | A | \ =
high - est! Glo - ry, glo-ry to God, and peace to his
N 448,
M T | N M \ } |
G = ———
o « ° ° . T e = 4
peo-ple on earth. Lord Je sus Christ, on Iy




TRl ] 1 i | Y ] )
F .1 Lo ] ) | | | 15 | | f | [
L83 — - o — ——C— | — ——
g 4 ° = * 44 ¢ 7
Son of the Fa - ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
Aouf
o WITIe L ! ) M I I
e e e T
) ¥ T ¥ & 4 ¢ o & ¢
you take a - way the sin of the world; have
A w i o
gt I I ) T
fos 1 — } I ] ] X i[ £
A3V - 1 | -l = -l | ] | -
) - o & = = = ¥ —
mer - cy on  us, have mer - cy on  us.
A H H. | 3 L | \ Pe—
M lle I 1 1 | [ i [
@ o N - [ I I~ I — I
) » e - —
You are seat - ed at the right hand of the
Noel, ) | \ . |
o e | A T | L | | T [ i [
@ E ﬂ ? I ] I' ] ‘s‘_l[ a\ Py
] ~— —— :
Fa - ther; re - ceive our prayer, re-ceive our prayer.
-0 - o
o Wyt | — — [ I——HI t
Y - | \P r
D] = o \ I
Glo - ry, glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God in the
Nt , |
o HUTe | 4 | L | 3
G e e = e
[y ¥ |1 = ro | | =
high - est! Glo -y, glo-ry to God, and peace to his
et | o .
o egTe ] 3\ 4 | I I ™ P
It = e
> = o = >
peo - ple on earth. For vyou a-lone are the
T . | p— | e
o e T | | [ | I—-ﬂl f ] }—-'I i
l\_vi" 7 — s . o —— Ty o S —
O] [ ~— d
Ho-ly One, vyou a-lone are the Lord, you a - lone are the
Q ﬂu#ﬁ I t ! | T
i > I f I T o I j - ~ >
T " ——t—
Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly
" i | . p—— —
o T I ™ I — 1 I ] | E—| y I
T T 1 | | [ | II I J -
b & d . | I |

Spir - it in the glo-ry of God the Fa - ther.



N - —
[

v #“ﬁs = - | | |
S —— E— . e = —‘—H:
) il ¥l | \
Glo - rvy, glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God in the
I .
I Tl I | ]
b # O ] [ Y 1 -
on L ] o A ] e A £
ANV [ K | 1 - | IF) 1 I ] | ] -
[ rol ” ro ]
high - est! Glo - 1y, glo-ry to God, and
Wl :
LT | | i | L
it d g 1 ] F -
[ & o
o = o o
peace to his peo - ple on  earth.
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

O God of power and might, you know that we live in the
midst of many great dangers, and in our frailty we cannot
stand upright. Give us strength and protection to support
us in all peril, and carry us through all temptations; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



First Reading Jeremiah 17:5-8

A blessed life is not connected to outward circumstances like health or
wealth. Rather, the one who is blessed is the one who has been given
the gift of faith, whose trust is in the LORD.

>This is what the LORD says.

Cursed is anyone who trusts in mankind,

who seeks his strength from human flesh,

and who turns his heart away from the LORD.
°He will be like a juniper bush in the wasteland.
He will not see good things when they come.
He lives in a dry place in the wilderness,

in a salty land where no one lives.

"But blessed is anyone who trusts in the LORD,
whose confidence is in him.

®He will be like a tree planted by water.

It sends out its roots to the stream.

It does not fear the heat when it comes.

Its leaves will remain green.

It is not concerned about a time of drought.

It does not stop producing fruit.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Blessed is the one who / does not walk
in step with the / wicked

or stand in the way that / sinners take
or sit in the company of / mockers,

LORD.

but whose delight is in the law / of the LORD,
and who meditates on his law / day and night.
That person is like a tree planted by streams of / water,

which yields its fruit in / season
and whose leaf does not / wither—
whatever they do / prospers.

Not so the / wicked!

Refrain

They are like chaff that the wind / blows away.
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the / judgment,
nor sinners in the assembly of the / righteous.

Refrain

For the LORD watches over the way of the / righteous,
but the way of the wicked leads to de- / struction.

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son

and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,

is now, and will be forever. / Amen.

Text: Lectionary for Mass (refrain) Tune: Michel Guimont Setting: Michel Guimont

Refrain

Text: ©1969, 1981, 1997 ICEL (refrain). Music: © 1998 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723



Second Reading

2 Corinthians 12:7-10

Paul had some infirmity he initially viewed as a weakness. He came to see it
as a blessing as it forced him to rely on God’s strength.

"Therefore, to keep me from becoming arrogant due to the
extraordinary nature of these revelations,
I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to
torment me, so that I would not become arrogant. *Three
times [ pleaded with the Lord about this, that he would take it
away from me. °And he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for
you, because my power is made perfect in weakness.”
Therefore [ will be glad to boast all the more in my
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may shelter me.

“That is why I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties, for the sake of
Christ. For whenever | am weak, then am I strong.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation Psalm 121:8
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Gospel Luke 6:17-26

In one of his most famous sermons Jesus teaches that the good things we
seek are found in places we would least expect.

"He went down with them and stood on a level place with a
large crowd of his disciples, and a large number of people
from all Judea and Jerusalem, as well as from the coastal area
of Tyre and Sidon. These people came to listen to him and to
be healed of their diseases. *Those who were troubled by
unclean spirits were also cured. *The whole crowd kept trying
to touch him, because power was going out from him and
healing them all.

*’He lifted up his eyes to his disciples and said:

Blessed are you who are poor,

because yours is the kingdom of God.

*Blessed are you who hunger now,

because you will be satisfied.

Blessed are you who weep now, because you will laugh.

**Blessed are you whenever people hate you,

and whenever they exclude and insult you

and reject your name as evil because of the Son of Man.

*Rejoice in that day and leap for joy because of this: Your
reward is great in heaven!
The fact is, their fathers constantly did the same things to

the prophets.

**But woe to you who are rich,

because you are receiving your comfort now.

*Woe to you who are well fed now,

because you will be hungry.

Woe to you who laugh now,

because you will be mourning and weeping.

**Woe to you when all people speak well of you,

because that is how their fathers constantly treated the

false prophets.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
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Sermon Text & Theme - 2 Corinthians 12:7-10

Let His grace be sufficient for you.
1) As you plead to Jesus for mercy,
2) Asyou consider your reason to rejoice.



Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of
God,
eternally begotten of the Father,God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
Virgin Mary, and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Offering

Prayer of the Church

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies,
especially for the gift of your Son, through whom you have
revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit
and his working through the means of grace.

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce
fruit in our lives.

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and
sacraments faith may grow and love toward all may increase.

Support all who spread the light of your truth
throughout the world.

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their
parents to train them in lives of faith.

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the
Word and in all godly walks of life.

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all
who make, administer, and judge our laws.

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and
hinder evil.

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and
industry, medicine and science, the arts and culture. Protect
all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or
dangerous.

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task.

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity,
[especially . . .]. Remember those who suffer persecution for
the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near.




Grant them your love, and take them into your tender
care.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and
served you, who now rest from their labors. Console those
who are mourning or living with sadness.

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the
joys of heaven.

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died
and rose again.

Amen.
The Sacrament
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Tune: © 2023 Michael D. Schultz and Kevin P. Becker, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission:
Onelicense no. 719723

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in
all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty
and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as
your only Son, full of grace and truth. Therefore, with all
the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy
name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus
Christ, whom you sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and
the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all
things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word,
conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To
fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross
and released from eternal death all who believe in you.

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you
that you have gathered us together to receive your Son’s body
and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son,
Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God
our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.




Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took

bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it

to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my T blood of the new
covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
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Distribution

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
with this saving gift. We pray that through it you will
strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one
another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.

Amen.
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gave me life a - gain, who crushed my curse of sin - ful -
caus-es fears to fly, whose ev - 'ryv prom-ise s e -
ev-'ry thought is love. For ev - 'ty day I have on
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ness  and clothed me in his light and wrote his law of
nough for ev - 'ry step I take, sus - tain - ing me with
earth is giv - en by the King. So I will give my
‘2#’ J !l .h .! N I Y T
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right - eous - ness with pow'r up - on my heart.
arms of love and crown - ing me with grace.
life, my all, to love and fol low  him.
L.

*

* This phrase repeats at the end of st. 3.
Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963
Text and tune: © 2003 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723
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DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR

Su (16)

Tu (18)

We (19)

Th (20)

Fr (21)

Su (23)

Tu (25)
We (26)
Th (27)

Fr (28)

Su (2)

9:00 am
10:30 am
11:30 am
12:00 am
3:00 pm
7:00 pm

5:30 pm
7:00 pm

11:30 am
4:00 pm

10:30 am
6:00 pm

3:00 pm
4:30 pm

9:00 am

10:30 am
11:30 am
11:45 am

5:30 pm
7:00 pm

11:30 am
4:00 pm

6:00 pm

3:00 pm
4:30 pm
6:30 pm

9:00 am
10:30 am
11:30 am
3:00 pm

Sunday School / Bible Class
Worship with Communion
Coffee Hour

Evangelism Meeting

Worship in Poltimore

Online Teen Bible Study

Youth Confirmation (W)
Elders

“‘New” Foundations Class (BIC)
Communicating Christ (BIC)

Devotion at Longfield Manor
lllumine (at St. Paul’s)

Online Women’s Bible Study
Confirmation (D)

Sunday School / Bible Class
Worship

Coffee Hour

Long Range Planning Meeting

Youth Confirmation (W)
Council

“‘New” Foundations Class (BIC)
Communicating Christ (BIC)

lllumine (at St. Paul’s)

Online Women'’s Bible Study
Confirmation (D)
Friday Fellowship

Sunday School / Bible Class
Worship with Communion
First Fellowship

Worship in Poltimore




Announcements

Church Cleaners
February 23 — Luke // February 2 — Timothy

Divine Word's Long Range Planning Meeting...

will be after worship on Sunday, February 23. All confirmed
members (men and women) are encouraged to attend.

WELS National Teen Bible Study
February 16, 2025 | 7 p.m. Easter Time

The WELS National Teen Bible Study is an online opportunity for
teens across the country to connect around the Word. Held
quarterly, teens can sign up and meet through Zoom. Bible study
topics will be relevant to teens and are led by various WELS
pastors. Teens will be able to interact with one another through
breakout rooms. For more information, goto:

wels.net/event/wels-national-teen-bible-study-2



