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Sunday, January 19, 2025
The Second Sunday after Epiphany

Service Theme
GOD DELIVERS MORE THAN WE ASK,
NOT LESS

It is easy for us to assume that if God says “no” to a request,
we are getting less than we wanted. We need to have an
epiphany moment, seeing the reality—that God always
wants more for us than we want from him. Saying “yes” to all
our requests would often result in us receiving less joy, less
blessing, a lesser life. So, when God says “no” to our request,
we can be assured it is because he wants to give us more. Far
more than existing as a “help desk” or gu1 dispatch, God’s love
for us is like that of a groom for his bride. His love for us
exceeds all expectation and understanding. In that love, God
always delivers more than we ask, not less.
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Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy

Spirit.
Amen.



Confession

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the
truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words,
and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He
sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning
sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy
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The Word
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Almighty God, you gave your one and only Son to be the
light of the world. Grant that your people, illumined by
your Word and sacraments, may shine with the radiance of
Christ’s glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and
believed to the ends of the earth; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and
reigns, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading Isaiah 62:1-5

The prophet Isaiah pictures the Church’s relationship with the Lord as an
infinitely happy marriage. As our bridegroom, Christ delivers more than that
for which we ask.

'For the sake of Zion I will not be silent.
For the sake of Jerusalem I will not be quiet,
until her righteousness goes forth shining brightly,
and her salvation burns like a torch.
*Nations will see your righteousness,
and all kings will see your glory.
You will be called by a new name
that the mouth of the LORD will assign to you.



*Then you will be a beautiful crown in the LORD's hand,
and a royal diadem in the palm of your God.

*You will never again be called Abandoned,

and your land will never again be called Desolation,
for you will be called My Delight Is in Her,

and your land will be called Married,

because the LORD delights in you,

and your land will be married.

°For just as a young man marries a virgin,

your sons will marry you,

and just as a bridegroom rejoices over a bride,

your God will rejoice over you.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 145
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Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise;*
his greatness no one can fathom.

One generation will commend your works to another;*
they will tell of your mighty acts.

The LORD upholds all those who fall*
and lifts up all who are bowed down. Refrain

The eyes of all look to you,
and you give them their food at the proper time.*
You open your hand
and satisfy the desires of every living thing.



The LORD is near to all who call on him,*
to all who call on him in truth.

He fulfills the desires of those who fear him;*
he hears their cry and saves them.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain

Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Second Reading Ephesians 3:14-21

St. Paul teaches that God wants us to have a life that is fuller than we could
possibly imagine.
“For this reason I kneel before the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, °from whom the entire family in heaven and on
earth receives its name. "I pray that, according to the riches
of his glory, he would strengthen you with power through
his Spirit in your inner self, “so that Christ may dwell in
your hearts through faith. Then, being rooted and
grounded in love, *°I pray that you would be able to
comprehend, along with all the saints, how wide and long
and high and deep his love is, ?and that you would be able
to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that
you may be filled to all the fullness of God.

**Now to him, who is able, according to the power that is
at work within us, to do infinitely more than we can ask or
imagine, *'to him be the glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever! Amen.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel

John 2:1-11

To spare a newlywed couple embarrassment from having run out of wine,
Mary asks Jesus to do something. Jesus delivers more than his mother
asks, turning water into the choicest of wine.

"Three days later, there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee.
Jesus' mother was there. *Jesus and his disciples were also
invited to the wedding.

*When the wine was gone, Jesus' mother said to him,
“They have no wine.”

“Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does that have to do
with you and me? My time has not come yet.”

°His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells

»

you.




°Six stone water jars, which the Jews used for ceremonial
cleansing, were standing there, each holding twenty or
thirty gallons. “Jesus told them, “Fill the jars with water.” So
they filled them to the brim. ®Then he said to them, “Now
draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.”
And they did.

When the master of the banquet tasted the water that
had now become wine, he did not know where it came from
(though the servants who had drawn the water knew). The
master of the banquet called the bridegroom and said to
him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when the
guests have had plenty to drink, then the cheaper wine. You
saved the good wine until now!”

"This, the beginning of his miraculous signs, Jesus
performed in Cana of Galilee. He revealed his glory, and his
disciples believed in him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
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Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819-1886, alt.
Tune: Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon - John 2:1-11
In Vino Jesu Veritates - In Jesus’ Wine are Truths
1. A truth about asking Jesus.
2. A truth about faith.
3. A truth about Jesus’ compassion.
4. A truth about hidden miracles.

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of
God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from
heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin
Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.



On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Offering

Prayer of the Church

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies,
especially for the gift of your Son, through whom you have
revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit
and his working through the means of grace.

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce
fruit in our lives.

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and
sacraments faith may grow and love toward all may increase.

Support all who spread the light of your truth
throughout the world.



Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their
parents to train them in lives of faith.

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the
Word and in all godly walks of life.

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all
who make, administer, and judge our laws.

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and
hinder evil.

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and
industry, medicine and science, the arts and culture. Protect
all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or
dangerous.

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task.

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity,
[especially . . .]. Remember those who suffer persecution for
the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near.

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender
care.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and
served you, who now rest from their labors. Console those
who are mourning or living with sadness.

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the
joys of heaven.

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died
and rose again.

Amen.



The Sacrament
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in

all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty
and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
promised that wherever two or three come together in his
name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he

comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth

and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join

their glorious song:
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus
Christ, whom you sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and
the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all
things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word,
conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To
fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross
and released from eternal death all who believe in you.




As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you
that you have gathered us together to receive your Son’s body
and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son,
Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God
our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it
to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my T blood of the new
covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”



The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
with this saving gift. We pray that through it you will
strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one
another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to
you.

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.

Amen.
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A - bove, the day is beam-ing, in match-less beau - ty
To you the Lord of  heav-en— your life, your hope— has
The world has heard your sto - ry; her sons come to your
Your eyes will wake from slum -ber as peo - ple with - out
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gleam - ing; the ¢glo - ryv of the Lord s here.
giv - en great glo - ry, hon - or, and de - light.
glo Iy, her daugh-ters haste your light to see,
num - bher re - joice to see the Mom - ing Star.

Text: tr. Gerhard Gieschen, 1899-1987, alt.; Martin Opitz, 1597-1639, abr.

Tune: Heinrich Isaac, ¢. 1450-1517

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723

Tune: Public domain
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DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR

Su (19)

Tu (21)
We (22)

Th (23)

Fr (24)

Su (26)

Tu (27)

We (29)

Th (30)

Fr (31)

Su (2)

9:00 am
10:30 am
11:30 am
12:00 pm
3:00 pm

7:00 pm

11:30 am
4:00 pm

6:00 pm
6:30 pm

3:00 pm
4:30 pm
6:00 pm

9:00 am
10:30 am
11:30 am

7:00 pm
11:30 am
4:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
3:00 pm
4:30 pm
9:00 am
10:30 am

11:30 am
3:00 pm

Sunday School / Bible Class
Worship with Communion
Coffee Hour

Evangelism

Worship in Poltimore

Elder's Meeting

“‘New” Foundations Class (BIC)
Communicating Christ (BIC)

lllumine (at St. Paul’s)
Youth Confirmation (W)

Online Women’s Bible Study
Confirmation (D)
Friday Fellowship

Sunday School / Bible Class
Worship
Coffee Hour

Council Meeting

“‘New” Foundations Class (BIC)
Communicating Christ (BIC)

lllumine (at St. Paul’s)
Youth Confirmation (W)

Online Women’s Bible Study
Confirmation (D)

Sunday School / Bible Class
Worship with Communion
First Fellowship

Worship in Poltimore




Announcements

Church Cleaners
January 26 — Matthew // February 2 — Andrew

WELS National Teen Bible Study
February 16, 2025 | 7 p.m. Easter Time

The WELS National Teen Bible Study is an online opportunity
for teens across the country to connect around the Word. Held
quarterly, teens can sign up and meet through Zoom. Bible
study topics will be relevant to teens and are led by various
WELS pastors. Teens will be able to interact with one another
through breakout rooms. For more information, goto:

wels.net/event/wels-national-teen-bible-study-2

New Women'’s Bible Study Topic - "God's Rest"

God rested at the end of six days of creation. He also
promised spiritual rest to Adam and Eve. Although they
lost that rest when they sinned, God restored it with his
promise of the Savior. This study examines the theme of
"God's Rest" from Genesis to Revelation.
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