Sunday, September 8, 2024
The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Service Theme
FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST SEE
THE TRUE PURPOSE OF HIS POWER

Power is neither inherently good nor bad. Fire is powerful.
The chef uses fire to create meals. But the arsonist uses fire
to destroy homes. Nuclear fission is a powerful force. The
engineer harnesses it, producing abundant electricity. The
tyrant harnesses it, threating others with nuclear weapons.
What matters is the purpose of the one who has that power.
Jesus has limitless power, as the numerous accounts of his
miracles demonstrate. Those who witnessed those miracles
understood that Jesus used his power for good. That doesn’t
mean they all understood Jesus’ true purpose. Some thought
Jesus’ purpose was to make this temporal life better. And
while Jesus did that at times, his ultimate purpose was to
save us from sin and give us the gift of eternal life. Followers
of Christ see the true purpose of his power.
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In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy

Spirit.
Amen.




Confession W 173

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose
sins are covered.

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count
against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired
in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy
law.
We have done those things that we should not have
done,
and we have not done those things that we should
have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent
his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus
paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and
freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We
have peace with God now and forever.

Amen.
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Tune: Marty Haugen. Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723



Glory to God in the Highest
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Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

O God, you reveal your mighty power chiefly in showing
mercy and kindness. Grant us the full measure of your grace
that we may obtain your promises and become partakers of
your heavenly glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Isaiah 35:4-7a

Through the prophet Isaiah God promised that he would come,
making the blind see and the lame leap. But the ultimate purpose of
his coming was to save us.

“Tell those who have a fearful heart:

Be strong.

Do not be afraid.

Look! Your God will come with vengeance.

With God's own retribution, he will come and save
you.

°Then the eyes of the blind will be opened,

and the ears of the deaf will be unplugged.

°The crippled will leap like a deer,

and the tongue of the mute will sing for joy.

Waters will flow in the wilderness,

and streams in the wasteland.

"The burning sand will become a pool,

and in the thirsty ground there will be springs of water.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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[ will praise the LORD / all my life;
[ will sing praise to my God as long / as I live.

Do not put your trust in / princes,
in human beings, who / cannot save.

Blessed are those whose help is the God of / Jacob,
whose hope is in the / LORD their God. Refrain

He upholds the cause of / the oppressed
and gives food to the / hungry.

The LORD sets / pris'ners free,
the LORD gives sight / to the blind.

The LORD reigns for- / ever,

your God, O Zion, for all generations. / Praise the LORD.

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain

Tune: Henry V. Gerike
Setting: Henry V. Gerike
Music: © 2002 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: License no. 130377859




Second Reading Acts 3:1-10

Christ gave his follower Peter the power to heal a man who was lame
from birth. When healed, the man does not go first to family and
friends but to the temple to praise God.

'Peter and John were going up to the temple at the ninth
hour, an hour of prayer. *A certain man who was lame from
birth was carried there every day and placed at the temple
gate, which is called Beautiful, so that he could beg for
donations from those entering the temple. *When he saw
Peter and John about to enter the temple, he asked them
for a donation.

“Peter looked directly at him, as did John. Peter said,
“Look at us.” °So the man paid close attention to them,
expecting to receive something from them.

°But Peter said, “Silver and gold I do not have, but what I
have I will give you. In the name of Jesus Christ the
Nazarene, get up and walk!” Peter took him by the right
hand and raised him up, and immediately the man's feet
and ankles were made strong. Jumping up, he stood and
began to walk. He entered the temple courts with them,
walking, jumping, and praising God.

°All the people saw him walking and praising God.
“They recognized him as the one who used to sit begging
for money at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, and they
were filled with wonder and amazement at what had
happened to him.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand



Gospel Acclamation Isaiah 25:9

Alleluia, alleluia.

Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he saved us.
Let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.

Alleluia,

Gospel Mark 7:31-37

Jesus uses his power not to elicit praise from the crowd but to
demonstrate his love for a man who was deaf and mute.

*Jesus left the region of Tyre again and went through
Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, within the region of the
Decapolis.

>*They brought a man to him who was deaf and had a
speech impediment. They pleaded with Jesus to place his
hand on him. ¥Jesus took him aside in private, away from
the crowd. He put his fingers into the man's ears. Then he
spit and touched the man's tongue. **After he looked up to
heaven, he sighed and said, “Ephphatha!” (which means “Be
opened!”) **Immediately the man's ears were opened, his
tongue was set free, and he began to speak plainly. 3*Jesus
gave the people strict orders to tell no one, but the more he
did so, the more they kept proclaiming it. >’They were
amazed beyond measure and said, “He has done everything
well. He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak!”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
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Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821-1891, alt.
Tune: William Croft, 1678-1727
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon - Mark 7:31-37

Jesus takes us aside...
1) To heal us physically.
2) To heal us spiritually.



Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Installation of Sunday School Teachers

Prayer of the Church
Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place.

Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news
that you forgive our sins in Christ. Lead us to see clearly the
path you have laid out for us.

Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we
have heard today.



Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and
teach your Word. Fill them with a love like yours as they
proclaim your grace to us and all people.

Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever
they serve.

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead
husbands and wives to love each other with commitment,
respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal
value of keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives.
Grant joy to those who are single, and make them a
blessing to others.

Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give
us pure hearts and minds.

Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and
set policies. Give us respect for those who protect us from
crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and
to defend those who cannot defend themselves.

Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the
gospel may be proclaimed to all.

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our
family and friends. Overcome unbelief, and open the hearts
of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus
has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven.

Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and
comes to trust in you.

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and
suffering in body or mind. [Special petitions.] Give patience
and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying.

Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.



Silent prayer

Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love
all people. Hear our prayers, spoken and silent, and answer
them in your wisdom and grace.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
Offering

Prayer

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for
our learning. May we so hear them, read, learn, and take
them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by
your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and forever. Amen.



Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.

Amen.
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Text: adapt. Jonathan Whittemore, 1802-1860, alt.; Jane E. Leeson, 1809-1881
Tune: Geistreiches Gesang-Buch, Darmstadt, 1698
Text and tune: Public domain
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for our 50th Anniversary Celebration Community/
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Abiding Word
Lutheran Church

1575 Belcourt Blvd., Orleans, ON

SUNDAY, September 29, 2024 Since 1974

Celebration Worship Service: 4:00 p.m.
Sit-down Supper to Follow

Guest Preacher: Pastor Kevin Schultz

Please RSVP by Sept. 14
to Andre Lallier
alallier0307@rogers.com
613-983-6563 btw. 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.




Announcements

Church Cleaners
September 15 - John // September 22 — Peter

DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR

Su (8) 9:00am Sunday School /Bible Class
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am First Fellowship

We (11) 4:00 pm Communicating Christ (BIC)
5:30 pm “Test the Spirits” (BIC)

Th (12) 6:00 pm lllumine (at St. Paul’s)
6:30 pm Youth Confirmation (W)

Fr (13) 4:30 pm Confirmation (D
6:30 pm Friday Fellowship

Su (15) 9:00 am Sunday School / Bible Class
10:30 am (with Communion)
11:30 am Coffee Hour
12:00 pm Divine Sisters Meeting
3:00 pm Worship in Poltimore

We (18) 4:.00 pm Communicating Christ (BIC)
5:30 pm “Test the Spirits” (BIC)

Th (19) 6:00 pm Illlumine (at St. Paul’s)
6:30 pm Youth Confirmation (W)

Fr (20) 4:30 pm Confirmation (D)

Su (22) 9:00 am Sunday School / Bible Class
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Coffee Hour
12:00 pm Voter's Meeting




