
 

 

    
 

 

Sunday, September 15, 2024 
The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Service Theme 
FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST  

ARE ARMED FOR THE BATTLE 
 

What is the worst war in human history? One might point to 
World War II, which has the highest death toll of at least 90 
million people. Or consider the Three Kingdoms War, which not 
only resulted in over 40 million deaths but also lasted for most of 
the third century. There is no end to the sad list of nominations: 
the Thirty Years War, the Taiping Rebellion, the American Civil 
War, World War I. None of those is the correct answer. The worst 
war in human history began when the first shot was fired in Eden. 
It has been raging since. It is a war against “spiritual forces of 
evil” (Ephesians 6:12). This is not a war over land or resources. 
It is a war for souls. The reality is that there are demonic forces 
that want to do more than kill you; they want to claim you for all 
eternity. The good news: Christ has already called you his own 
and equipped you for this war. Followers of Christ are armed for 
the battle. 



870 O Church, Arise                                                               CW 870 

 

Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974  

Tune: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974 
Text and tune: © 2005 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723 



The Service  
Setting Two (p.172) 

 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession CW 172 
 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not in us. 
 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness 
  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
 

Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, 
and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a 
sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He 
sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning 
sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 



Lord, Have Mercy CW 174 

Tune: Marty Haugen.  Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723 



 

Glory to God in the Highest CW 176 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723 

 
The Word 

 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 



Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray. 
  

Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend 
ourselves. Guard and keep us both outwardly and inwardly 
from all adversities that may happen to the body and all evil 
thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
 

First Reading 1 Kings 18:21–39 
 

In a showdown between Elijah and the prophets of the idol Baal, the 
LORD makes it clear that all the combined forces of hell are nothing 

compared to the almighty power of God. 
 

     21Then Elijah said to all the people, “How long will you 
stagger around on two crutches? If the LORD is God, follow 
him. If Baal is God, follow him.” But the people did not 
answer him a single word. 
  22Then Elijah said to the people, “I am the only one left 
of the LORD's prophets, but the prophets of Baal total four 
hundred fifty men. 23Provide two bulls for us. Let them 
choose one bull for themselves and cut it up and place it on 
the firewood, but they are not to light the fire. I will prepare 
the other bull and place it on the firewood, but I will not 
light the fire. 24Then you will call on the name of your god, 
and I will call on the name of the LORD. The god who 
answers with fire, he is God.” 
 All the people said, “This proposal is good.” 
  25Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose for 
yourselves one bull, and you go first because there are so 
many of you. Call on the name of your god. But do not light 
the fire.” 



  26So they took the bull which had been given to them 
and prepared it. Then they called on the name of Baal from 
morning until noon, “Baal! Answer us!” But there was not a 
sound. No one answered. So they staggered around the 
altar which they had made. 
  27When noon came, Elijah mocked them: “Shout louder! 
He is a god, isn't he? He may be deep in thought or busy or 
on a journey. Perhaps he is asleep and will wake up!” 28So 
they cried out with a loud voice, and according to their 
practice they cut themselves with daggers and spears until 
their blood flowed. 29After noon, they kept up a prophetic 
frenzy until the time of the evening sacrifice, but there was 
no sound. No one answered. There was no response. 
  30Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come here to me.” 
So they came to him, and he repaired the altar of the LORD, 
which had been torn down. 31Elijah took twelve stones, one 
for each of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the 
word of the LORD had come and had proclaimed, “Your 
name shall be Israel.” 32He built the stones into an altar in 
the name of the LORD. Around it he made a trench big 
enough to hold twenty-five pounds of seed. 33He arranged 
the wood, cut up the bull, and placed it on the wood. 
 Then he said, “Fill four jars with water and pour it on the 
sacrifice and on the wood.” 34Then he said, “Do it again.” So 
they did it again. Then he said, “Do it a third time.” So they 
did it a third time. 35The water flowed all around the altar. 
It even filled the trench. 
  36When the time of the evening sacrifice had arrived, 
Elijah the prophet stood up and said, “O LORD, the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that you 
are God in Israel and that I am your servant and that I have 
done all these things by your word. 37Answer me, LORD! 
Answer me so that this people will know that you, O LORD, 
are God and that you are turning their hearts back to you.” 



 
 
  38Fire from the LORD fell on the sacrifice and on the 
wood, the stones, and the dirt. It even licked up the water 
in the trench. 39When all the people saw this, they fell on 
their knees and said, “The LORD, he is God! The LORD, he is 
God!” 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

864 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God CW 864 sts. 1–4 

 



 
Text: tr. composite; Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Second Reading Ephesians 6:10–18 
 

So that they might be ready for the battle, followers of Christ put on 
the full armor of God. 

 

 10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 
11Put on the full armor of God, so that you can stand against 
the schemes of the Devil. 12For our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the world rulers of this darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 
13For this reason, take up the full armor of God, so that you 
will be able to take a stand on the evil day and, after you 
have done everything, to stand. 14Stand, then, with the belt 
of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of 
righteousness fastened in place, 15and with the readiness 
that comes from the gospel of peace tied to your feet like 
sandals. 16At all times hold up the shield of faith, with which 
you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the 
Evil One. 17Also take the helmet of salvation and the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
  
 



 
  18At every opportunity, pray in the Spirit with every kind 
of prayer and petition. Stay alert for the same reason, 
always persevering in your intercession for all the saints. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation Psalm 31:1 
 

Alleluia, alleluia.  
In you, LORD, I have taken refuge; let me never be put to 
shame; deliver me in your righteousness. 
Alleluia.  
 
 

Gospel Mark 9:14–27 
 

As we fight spiritual battles, Jesus assures us that “Everything is 
possible for the one who believes,” that is, the one who relies on 

Christ, who has already won the war. 
 

 14When they returned to the other disciples, they saw a 
large crowd around them, and some experts in the law were 
arguing with them. 15As soon as all the people in the crowd 
saw Jesus, they were very excited and ran to greet him. 16He 
asked them, “What are you arguing about with them?” 
  17One man from the crowd answered him, “Teacher, I 
brought you my son, who has a spirit that makes him 
unable to speak. 18Wherever it seizes him, it throws him 
down, and he foams at the mouth, grinds his teeth, and 
becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive it out, but 
they could not.” 
  19“O unbelieving generation,” Jesus replied. “How long 
will I be with you? How long will I put up with you? Bring 
him to me.” 



  20They brought the boy to Jesus. As soon as the spirit saw 
him, it threw the boy into a convulsion. He fell on the 
ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth. 
  21Jesus asked the boy's father, “How long has this been 
happening to him?” 
 “From childhood,” he said. 22“It has often thrown him 
into the fire and into the water to kill him. But if you can do 
anything, have compassion on us and help us.” 
  23“If you can?!” Jesus said to him. “All things are possible 
for the one who believes.” 
  24The child's father immediately cried out and said with 
tears, “I do believe. Help me with my unbelief!” 
  25When Jesus saw that a crowd was quickly gathering, he 
rebuked the unclean spirit. “You mute and deaf spirit,” he 
said, “I command you to come out of him and never enter 
him again!” 
  26The spirit screamed, shook the boy violently, and came 
out. The boy looked so much like a corpse that many of 
them said, “He's dead!” 27But Jesus took him by the hand, 
raised him up, and he stood up. 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

517 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness CW 517 

 



 
Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955, alt. 
Tune: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon - Ephesians 6:10-18 
 

Are you ready for battle?  You are if you . . . 
1) Understand your enemy 
2) Stand ready in God’s Armour  
3) Stay in communication with your Commander 

 

Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
          maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and  
   unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,  

 Light from Light, true God from true God,  begotten, 
not made, of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from  
   heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the  
   Virgin Mary, and became truly human. 



    
 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the  
   Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven  and is seated at the right  
   hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
   dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
         who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in  
   unity with the Father and the Son  is worshiped  

 and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  
    sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of  
   the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 
  

Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news 
that you forgive our sins in Christ. Lead us to see clearly the 
path you have laid out for us. 
 

Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we 
have heard today. 
  

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and 
teach your Word. Fill them with a love like yours as they 
proclaim your grace to us and all people. 
 

Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever 
they serve. 
  



Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead 
husbands and wives to love each other with commitment, 
respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal 
value of keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives. 
Grant joy to those who are single, and make them a 
blessing to others. 
 

Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give 
us pure hearts and minds. 
  

Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and 
set policies. Give us respect for those who protect us from 
crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and 
to defend those who cannot defend themselves. 
 

Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the 
gospel may be proclaimed to all. 
  

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our 
family and friends. Overcome unbelief, and open the hearts 
of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus 
has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven. 
 

Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and 
comes to trust in you. 
  

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and 
suffering in body or mind. [Special petitions.] Give patience 
and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying. 
 

Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ. 
  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  

Silent prayer 
  

Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love 
all people. Hear our prayers, spoken and silent, and answer 
them in your wisdom and grace. 
 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 



Offering 

 
The Sacrament 

 

Preface CW 183 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984, 1985, 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723  

 
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in 
all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty 
and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
promised that wherever two or three come together in his 
name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he 
comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth 
and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join 
their glorious song: 



Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184 

 
Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723  

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from 
all people. You created the world and all who live in it, and in 
your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for the grace 
of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
  

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant 
and became obedient to death, even death on a cross. He 
offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its 
curse and penalty.  



He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal 
life with you. He conquered our enemies and gained for us the 
kingdom of grace and glory. 
  

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us 
to remember his suffering, death, and resurrection. Forgive 
our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. Hear 
our praise and receive our thanks as we worship you—the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 

Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against 
us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it 
to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my T blood of the new 
covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 



 
Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186 

 
Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723  

 

 
Distribution 
 
Stand 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 



 
We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly 
banquet you have given us in this Sacrament. Through this 
gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 
strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your 
holy people until that day when you will receive us as your 
guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
 

Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
 

Amen. 
 

869 Onward, Christian Soldiers CW 869 sts. 1, Ref, 3–4 

 



 
Text: Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834–1924, abr., alt. 
Tune: Arthur S. Sullivan, 1842–1900 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Announcements 
 

Church Cleaners 
 

September 22 – Peter // September 29 – Barnabas 
 
 

DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR 
  

Su (15) 9:00 am Sunday School / Bible Class 
 10:30 am (with Communion) 
 11:30 am Coffee Hour 
 12:00 pm Divine Sisters Meeting 
  3:00 pm  Worship in Poltimore 

 

We (18) 4:00 pm Communicating Christ (BIC) 
 5:30 pm  “Test the Spirits” (BIC) 
 

Th (19) 6:00 pm Illumine (at St. Paul’s) 
 6:30 pm Youth Confirmation (W) 

 

Fr (20) 4:30 pm  Confirmation (D) 
 

Su (22) 9:00 am Sunday School / Bible Class 
 10:30 am Worship 
 11:30 am Coffee Hour 
 12:00 pm Voter’s Meeting 
 

We (25) 4:00 pm Communicating Christ (BIC) 
 5:30 pm  “Test the Spirits” (BIC) 
 

Th (26) 6:00 pm Illumine  (at St. Paul’s) 
 6:30 pm Youth Confirmation (W) 

 

Fr (27) 3:00 pm  Online Women’s Bible Study: Romans 
 4:30 pm  Confirmation (D 
 6:30 pm  Friday Fellowship 
 

Su (29) 9:00 am Sunday School / Bible Class 
 10:30 am (with Communion) 
 11:30 am Coffee Hour 
  4:00 pm  Abiding Word Anniversary 
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