Sunday, JuIy 7th, 2024
The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

Service Theme
NOT GLEE AND GRATITUDE,
BUT REJECTION AND RESENTMENT

If ministry involves serving others with love and compassion, you
would think that people would respond only with glee and
gratitude for the help they received. Sometimes, but not always.
If you offer to help a family member who is having trouble paying
his bills, he might be offended, wondering if you are implying that
he is not a good provider. Likewise, if you try and share the
gospel with someone, he might resent the message that he is a
sinner in need of salvation. You are trying to minister to this
man’s greatest need. Your intentions are loving. Yet he responds
with rejection and resentment. When our ministry efforts are met
not with glee and gratitude but rejection and resentment, we are
in good company. The prophets, apostles, and even Jesus
himself all had those who responded negatively to their
ministries. When that happens to us, it doesn’t mean our ministry
is no longer meaningful. For if others do not appreciate our
efforts to serve them, God still appreciates our efforts to serve
him.
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Of all his scattered plenteousness
one-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat,
and bears a harvest, hundredfold:
“Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!”

Preach you the Word and plant it home
and never faint; the Harvest Lord

who gave the sower seed to sow
will watch and tend his planted Word.

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-1976, alt.

Tune: Geistliche Lieder D. Martini Lutheri, Leipzig, 1589

Text: © 1971 The Franzmann Family. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723
Tune: Public domain



The Service
Setting One (p.154)

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

Confession CW 154

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the
truth is not in us.

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts,
words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection



Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He
sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the
atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore,
as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
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Help, save, comfort, and de-fend us, gra- cious Lord.
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A - men.

Tune: Kevin Becker
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723
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Ho-ly Spirit, are mosthigh inthe glory of God the Father. A - men.

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Almighty, eternal and righteous God, you revealed your
divine Word to teach us what we should do and what we
should avoid. Strengthen and lead us by your Holy Spirit
that we serve you in new obedience here until we come to
complete holiness before you in that life to come; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated



First Reading Ezekiel 2:1-7

The LORD sends Ezekiel to prophesy to the Israelites, knowing that
most will not be grateful for the prophet’s message but resentful.

'He said to me, “Son of man, stand up on your feet, and I
will speak with you.” *The Spirit entered into me as he
spoke to me and brought me up to my feet. Then I heard
him speaking to me.

*He said to me, “Son of man, I am sending you to the
people of Israel, to disloyal nations, who have been disloyal
to me. They and their fathers have rebelled against me to
this very day. *These children of mine are brazen-faced and
hard-hearted. [ am sending you to them, and you are to tell
them that this is what the LORD God says. °Then, whether
they listen or do not listen—for they are a rebellious
house—then they will know that a prophet has been among
them. °But you, son of man, do not be afraid of them, and
do not be afraid of their words. Even though briers and
thorns surround you and you are living with scorpions, do
not be afraid of their words, and do not be intimidated by
the look on their faces, for they are a rebellious house. “You
are to speak my words to them whether they listen or they
do not, for they are rebellious.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Text: tr. and original verses by Hal H. Hopson; South African
Tune: Zulu melody, adapted by Hal H. Hopson
Text and tune: © 1994 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723



Second Reading 2 Timothy 2:1-13

St. Paul’s ministry resulted in him being chained like a criminal. Yet
God’s Word cannot be chained.

"You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ
Jesus. *Entrust the things you heard from me, in the
presence of many witnesses, to faithful men who will also
be able to teach others.

>Share hardships as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. *No
one serving as a soldier gets entangled in the affairs of
everyday life. If he does, he will not please the one who
enlisted him. °Also, if someone competes as an athlete, he
does not receive a crown unless he competes according to
the rules. °The hardworking farmer should receive a share
of the crops first. “Think about what I am saying, because
the Lord will give you understanding in everything.

®Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, a
descendant of David, in accordance with my gospel, *for
which [ am suffering, even to the point of being chained
like a criminal. But the word of God is not chained. ““For
this reason I endure all things for the sake of the elect, so
that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ
Jesus, along with eternal glory. "This saying is trustworthy:
Indeed, if we have died with him, we will also live with him;
“If we endure, we will also reign with him;

If we deny him, he will also deny us;
BIf we are faithless, he remains faithful, because he cannot
deny himself.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



Gospel Acclamation Ezekiel 2:7
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Gospel Mark 6:1-6

Many in Jesus’ hometown rejected his ministry.

Jesus left there and went to his hometown. His disciples
followed him. *When the Sabbath came, he began to teach
in the synagogue. Many who heard him were amazed. They
asked, “Where did this man learn these things? What is this
wisdom that has been given to this man? How is it that
miracles such as these are performed by his hands? °’Isn't
this the carpenter, the son of Mary and the brother of
James, Joses, Judas, and Simon? And aren't his sisters here
with us?” And they took offense at him.

YJesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor
except in his hometown and among his own relatives and in
his own house.” >He could not do any miracles there except
to lay his hands on a few sick people and heal them. °He
was amazed at their unbelief. Then he went around the
villages teaching.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated
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1 God has spo-ken hy his proph-ets, spo-ken his un-chang-ing Word,

2 God has spo-ken by Christ Je - sus, Christ, the ev - er - last - ing Son,

3 God is speak-ing by his Spir-it, speak-ing to our hearts a - gain,
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God is King, his throne e - ter - nal, God the first and God the last.
Light from Light, to earth de-scend-ing, he re-veals our God to us.
God a - bides, his Word un-chang-ing, God the first and God the last,

Text: George W. Briggs, 1875-1959, alt.
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879
Text: ©1953, ren. 1981 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723

Tune: Public domain

Sermon - Ezekiel 2:1-5

Stand and Speak
1) The LORD empowers you with His Spirit.
2) The LORD equips you with His Word.

Stand

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of
God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from
heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin
Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Be seated
Prayer of the Church
Briefintercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place.

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your
mercies, especially for the gift of your Son, through whom
you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the
Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace.

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce
fruit in our lives.

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word
and sacraments faith may grow and love toward all may
increase.

Support all who spread the light of your truth
throughout the world.

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable
their parents to train them in lives of faith.

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the
Word and in all godly walks of life.

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless
all who make, administer, and judge our laws.

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and
hinder evil.

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce
and industry, medicine and science, the arts and culture.
Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is
difficult or dangerous.

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task.



Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or

adversity, [especially . . . here name the person and the cause
of the petition]. Remember those who suffer persecution for
the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near.

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender
care.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and
served you, who now rest from their labors, [especially . . .
here name the person]. Console those who are mourning or
living with sadness.

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the
joys of heaven.

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who
died and rose again.

Amen.

Offering

The Sacrament

Stand
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in
all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty
and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
promised that wherever two or three come together in his
name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he
comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth
and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join
their glorious song;:
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus
Christ, whom you sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and the
messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in
him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived
by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your
promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released
from eternal death all who believe in you.

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you
that you have gathered us together to receive your Son’s body
and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and strengthen
our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ.
Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.




Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave
it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my T blood of the
new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
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Be seated
Distribution
Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.



We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
with this saving gift. We pray that through it you will
strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one
another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.

Amen.
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Announcements

Church Cleaners:
July 14 — Peter // July 21 — Barnabas

Church Picnic

Jesus gave us the Great Commission to “go and make
disciple of all nations...” (Matthew 28:19). We know the
Good News of free and full salvation and we have a love for
all people, but going and making disciples of all nations can
be intimidating. Let's break the Great Commission down
into smaller steps and begin with our friends. This
Friendship Evangelism can be a beautiful way for all of us
to follow the command of our Saviour. Step one, you
identified a friend and prayed for and about them. Now you
can take the next step. Pastor Schultz encouraged us to ask
guestions. There are many questions we could ask but with
any you want to show love and lead them to see Jesus. In
the next couple of weeks, we will explore how one question,
‘Do you go to church?”, can accomplish those main
objectives. Stay tuned and keep praying!



DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR

Su (7) 9:30am

Worship (with Communion)

10:45 am Long-range Planning Meeting

3:00 pm
We (10) 5:30 pm
Th (11) 6:30 pm
Fr(12) 6:30 pm

Su (14) 9:30 am
Tu (16) 7:00 pm
We (17) 5:30 pm
Th (18) 6:30 pm

Su (21) 9:30 am
3:00 pm

Worship in Poltimore

“Test the Spirits” Bible Info class
Youth Confirmation (W)

Friday Fellowship

Worship

Elders Meeting

“Test the Spirits” Bible Info class
Youth Confirmation (W)

Worship (with Communion)
Worship in Poltimore




