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Sunday, June 16, 2024 
The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Service Theme 
FROM THE TINIEST SEED 

GROWS THE LARGEST KINGDOM 
 

Usually, a kingdom advances and is secured through things like 
military might or political force or worldly wealth. It can be 
tempting to believe the same holds true in the kingdom of God. 
Perhaps we think churches would flourish if we had the right 
rulers passing and enforcing the right laws. Or we believe that 
for a church to do good requires a robust budget. Political force. 
Worldly wealth. This way of thinking is breathtakingly wrong. We 
need God to give us the top-down faith that grasps the fact that 
kingdom of God advances in ways that are imperceptible. 
Through something that seems insignificant to most—the 
gospel—the King of kings establishes his reign in human hearts. 
Even Jesus himself taught that the gospel seems unimpressive, 
for he often compared the gospel to a tiny seed. Yet within a seed 
is hidden life. As the seed of the gospel is planted, the largest of 
all kingdoms grows. 
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644 Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast 

 

 
 
Text: John Cawood, 1775–1852, abr., alt. 
Tune: The CL Psalmes of David, Edinburgh, 1615 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 

The Service  
Setting One (p.154) 

 

Stand 
 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Confession 
 CW 154 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
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Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
 

Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, 
words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a 
sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He 
sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the 
atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, 
as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Tune: Kevin Becker 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723  
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Glory Be to God on High CW 157 
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The Word 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of 
your Word. By your Holy Spirit, help us to receive it with 
joy and bring forth fruits in faith, hope, and love; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Be seated 
 
Ezekiel 17:22–24 
 

Through the prophet Ezekiel, the LORD promised that the kingdom of 
God would grow large and strong and provide safety and shelter for 

God’s people. 
 

  22This is what the LORD God says. I myself will take part 
of the tip of the cedar and plant it. From the topmost of its 
shoots I will pluck off a tender sprig, and I myself will plant 
it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the high mountain of 
Israel I will plant it. It will produce branches, bear fruit, and 
become a magnificent cedar. Flying birds of every kind will 
live under it. In the shelter of its branches they will nest. 
24Then all the trees in the countryside will know that I, the 
LORD, bring down the high tree and raise up the low tree, 
that I make the green tree dry up, and I make the dried-up 
tree blossom. I, the LORD, have spoken, and I will carry it 
out. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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1B How Truly Blest Are They Psalm 1B 
 

 

 

 
 

5 How will they bear to stand 
    before that judgment seat 
where all the saints at Christ’s right hand 
    in full assembly meet? 

 

6 God knows and he approves 
    the way the righteous go, 
but sinners and their works shall meet 
    a dreadful overthrow. 

Text: Isaac Watts, alt. 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Second Reading Colossians 1:3–8 
 

We thank God that the seed of the gospel is producing fruit 
throughout the whole world. 

 

  3We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
when we pray for you, 4because we have heard of your faith in 
Christ Jesus and the love that you have for all the saints 5because 
of the hope that is stored up for you in heaven.  
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You have already heard about this in the word of truth, the 
gospel 6that is present with you now. The gospel is bearing fruit 
and growing in the entire world, just as it also has been doing 
among you from the day you heard it and came to know the 
grace of God in truth. 7You learned this from Epaphras, our dear 
fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf. 
8He is the one who told us about your love in the Spirit. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Mark 4:26–34 
 

  The kingdom grows when the seed is sown. The Word works. 
 

 26He said, “The kingdom of God is like this: A man scatters 
seed on the ground, 27and while he sleeps and rises, night and 
day, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. 
28The ground produces fruit on its own: first the blade, then the 
head, then the full grain in the head. 29When the crop is ready, 
he swings the sickle without delay, because the harvest has 
come.” 
  30Then he said, “To what should we compare the kingdom of 
God? Or with what parable may we picture it? 31It is like a 
mustard seed, which when sown on the ground is one of the 
smallest of all the seeds planted in the ground. 32Yet when it is 
planted, it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden 
plants and puts out large branches so that the birds of the sky 
can nest under its shade.” 
  33With many similar parables he continued to speak the word 
to them, as much as they were able to hear. 34He did not speak to 
them without a parable. But when he was alone with his 
disciples, he explained everything to them. 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 
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859 Your Kingdom, O God, Is My Glorious Treasure 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: David W. Rogner, b. 1960 
Tune: Joseph Herl, b. 1959 
Text: © 2002 David W. Rogner. Used by permission: 

OneLicense no. 719723 
Tune: © 2003 Joseph Herl. Used by permission: 
OneLicense no. 719723 
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Sermon - Mark 4:26-29 

 

Be a farmer of God’s Word! 
1) Sow the seed. 
2) Let it grow. 
3) Marvel at the miracle God performs! 

 
Stand 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church  
 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your 
mercies, especially for the gift of your Son, through whom 
you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the 
Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace. 
 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce 
fruit in our lives. 
  

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and 
sacraments faith may grow and love toward all may 
increase. 
 

Support all who spread the light of your truth 
throughout the world. 
  

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable 
their parents to train them in lives of faith. 
 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the 
Word and in all godly walks of life. 
  

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all 
who make, administer, and judge our laws. 
 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and 
hinder evil. 
  

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce 
and industry, medicine and science, the arts and culture. 
Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is 
difficult or dangerous. 
 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 
  

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or 
adversity, [especially . . . here name the person and the cause 
of the petition]. Remember those who suffer persecution for 
the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 
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Grant them your love, and take them into your tender 
care. 
  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  

Silent prayer 
  

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and 
served you, who now rest from their labors, [especially . . . 
here name the person]. Console those who are mourning or 
living with sadness. 
 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the 
joys of heaven. 
  

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who 
died and rose again. 
 

Amen. 
 
Father's Day 
 

Heavenly Father, bless all earthly fathers as they seek to 
fulfill the calling you have entrusted to them. Give them 
loving hearts and sound judgment to exercise godly family 
leadership. Help them to bring up their children in the 
training and instruction of the Lord. In loving Christian 
fathers, may children see reflections of you, the Father 
whose love for us is perfect and complete; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Amen. 
 
Offering 
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The Sacrament 
Stand 
 
Preface CW 165 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all 
places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised 
that wherever two or three come together in his name, there 
he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in 
glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus 
Christ, whom you sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and 
the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all 
things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, 
conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To 
fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross 
and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 
  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you 
that you have gathered us together to receive your Son’s body 
and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, 
Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God 
our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 
Words of Institution 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave 
it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my T blood of the 
new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

Amen. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God 
   CW 169 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Be seated 
 

Distribution 
 

Stand 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
with this saving gift. We pray that through it you will 
strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one 
another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Blessing 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
 

Amen. 
 
981 In This Place Your Word Is Planted CW 981 
 

 

 

 
 
Text: Delores Dufner, b. 1939 
Tune: Christian F. Witt, 1660–1716 
Text: © 2011 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719723  
Tune: Public domain 
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Announcements 
 

Church Cleaners: 
June 23 - Simon // June 30 – Matthew 

 
Church Picnic 

 

It’s Summer! Do you have any big plans? Time in the 
pool? Vacations? Extra time with friends? And of course 
coming to the church Picnic on August 11th, right? There 
are two specific ways you can become involved in the 
planning of the picnic. 1) We would like some original 
works of art based on Bible stories. Talk to Laura for more 
details. 2) Everyone is encouraged to prayerfully consider 
inviting a friend to the picnic. In the following weeks we will 
discuss more about “Friendship Evangelism” and give you 
resources to help. Stay tuned 
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DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR 
 
 

Su (16) 9:30 am Worship (with Communion) 
 3:00 pm  Worship in Poltimore  
 
Tu (18) 7:00 pm Elders Meeting 
 

We (19) 5:30 pm  “Test the Spirits” Bible Info class 
 

Th (20) 6:30 pm Youth Confirmation (W) 
 

Fr (21) 3:00 pm Online Women’s Bible Study 
 4:30 pm  Youth Confirmation (D) 
 

Su (23) 9:30 am Worship (with Communion) 
 10:45 am  Voters Meeting 
 

International Youth Rally July 24-29th 
 

Su (30) 9:30 am Lay-led Worship 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Divine Word 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
  

1081 Greenbank Rd., 

Ottawa, ON., K2B 5A8 

613-825-1629 

www.divinewordottawa.ca  
  

http://www.divinewordottawa.ca/
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