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Service Theme 
THE KINDNESS IN HIS CALLING 

 

We try to hide our faults and failures from others. We want 
people to see us at our best. Perhaps we assume that if people 
knew what we were really like, they would want nothing to do 
with us. There’s no hiding anything from God. He is all-seeing 
and all-knowing. Christ Jesus has witnessed our very worst, 
even the sins that only occurred in our heads. The psalmist 
says, “You perceive my thoughts from afar. You are familiar 
with all my ways” (139:2,3). Yet even though Jesus knows all 
our faults and failures, he badly wants something to do with 
us. So, he calls us to follow him. He wants us to be with him, 
secure in his love of forgiveness. Here is this week’s epiphany: 
Jesus shows kindness when he calls us to discipleship. 
Moreover, he shows kindness by giving us the ability to 
answer that call so that we might always be near him and his 
blessing. 

 
Hymn 

CWS 735  Speak, O Lord 
 

1  Speak, O Lord, as we come to you  
To receive the food of your Holy Word.  
Take your truth, plant it deep in us;  
Shape and fashion us in your likeness  
That the light of Christ might be seen today  
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith.  
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us  
All your purposes for your glory. 

 

2  Teach us, Lord, full obedience,  
Holy reverence, true humility.  
Test our thoughts and our attitudes  
In the radiance of your purity.  
Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see  
Your majestic love and authority.  
Words of pow’r that can never fail,  
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 
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3  Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;  
Help us grasp the heights of your plans for us.  
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time,  
That will echo down through eternity.  
And by grace we’ll stand on your promises,  
And by faith we’ll walk as you walk with us.  
Speak, O Lord, as your Church is built  
And you fill the earth with your glory. 

 
 

Order of Service  
Divine Service 1 (CWS p.15) 

 

M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C:  Amen! 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS  
 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart 
and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

   

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by 
nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my 
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is 
evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve 
your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am 
truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 
sinner.  

 

C: (sing) Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on 
us. Lord, have mercy on us. Amen. 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and 
has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: (spoken) Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
(CWS p.16) 

 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 
C: (sing) Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his 

people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we 

worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for 
your glory!  

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on 
earth.  

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us.  

You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive 
our prayer, receive our prayer.  

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on 
earth.  

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father.  

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on 
earth. Glory to God, glory to God! 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
(CWS p.18) 

 

M: The Lord be with you.  
C:  And also with you. 
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M: Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, you gave your one and only Son to be 
the light of the world. Grant that your people, illumined 
by your Word and sacraments, may shine with the 
radiance of Christ’s glory, that he may be known, 
worshiped, and believed to the ends of the earth; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you 
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and 
forever. 
 

C: (spoken) Amen. 
 

1st Lesson 
1 Samuel 3:1-10 (EHV) 

 

 At a time in history when the word of the LORD was rare, the 
LORD shows kindness to the boy Samuel by calling to him. 

 

The boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD in the 
presence of Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in those 
days. Prophetic vision was not common.  

2Now it happened that Eli’s eyes had begun to grow dim, 
so that he could not see. Once when Eli was lying down in 
his place 3and God’s lamp had not yet gone out, Samuel was 
lying down in the LORD’s temple, where God’s ark was. 4The 
LORD called Samuel, and Samuel said, “I am here.” 5He ran 
to Eli and said, “I am here, since you called me.”  

Eli said, “I did not call. Lie down again.” So he went and 
lay down.  

6Then the LORD called once more, “Samuel!”  
So Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “I am here, 

since you called me.”  
He answered, “I did not call, my son. Lie down again.”  
7Now Samuel had not yet experienced the LORD’s 

presence, that is, the word of the LORD had not yet been 
revealed to him.  

8The LORD called Samuel for the third time. So he got up 
and went to Eli and said, “I am here, since you called me.”  



~ 6 ~ 
 

 
Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the young 

man. 9So Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls 
you, say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ”  

So Samuel went and once again lay down in his place. 
10The LORD came and stood there and called as he had the 
other times, “Samuel! Samuel!”  

Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”  
 

Psalm 
139a (CW p. 116) 

 

Refrain: 
To you, O Lord, I lift my soul; 

in you I trust, my God. 
 

O LORD, you have searched me and you know me;* 
you perceive my thoughts from afar. 

 

You discern my going out and my lying down;* 
you are familiar with all my ways. 

 

Refrain 
 

Where can I go from your Spirit?* 
Where can I flee from your presence? 

 

If I go up to the heavens, you are there;* 
if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 

 

If I rise on the wings of the dawn,* 
if I settle on the far side of the sea, 

 

even there your hand will guide me,* 
your right hand will hold me fast. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 
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Second Lesson 

2 Thessalonians 2:13–17 (EHV) 
 

God called us to faith through the gospel, not because of any 
merit or worthiness in us, but entirely because of his grace 

and kindness. 
 

13But we are always obligated to thank God for you, brothers, 
loved by the Lord, because God chose you from the 
beginning for salvation by the sanctifying work of the Spirit 
and faith in the truth. 14For this reason he also called you 
through our gospel so that you would obtain the glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 15So then, brothers, stand firm and hold on 
to the teachings that were passed along to you, either by 
word of mouth or by a letter from us. 16May our Lord Jesus 
Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and in his 
grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 
17encourage your hearts and establish you in every good 
work and word. 

 
Verse of the Day 

(CWS p.19) 
 

Alleluia. Alleluia. John saw Jesus coming toward him and 
said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 

world!”. Alleluia. (John 1:29)  
 

Gospel Lesson 
John 1:43–51 (EHV) 

 

C: (sing) Glory be to you, O Lord! Glory be to you, O 
Lord! 

 

Jesus proves to Nathanael that he knows absolutely 
everything about us. In kindness, Jesus calls Philip and 

Nathanael to follow him. 
 

43The next day, Jesus wanted to leave for Galilee. He 
found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip was 
from Bethsaida, the hometown of Andrew and Peter.  
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45Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the 
one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the 
prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”  

46Nathanael said to him, “Nazareth! Can anything good 
come from there?”  

“Come and see!” Philip told him.  
47Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said about 

him, “Truly, here is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.”  
48Nathanael asked him, “How do you know me?”  
Jesus answered, “Before Philip called you, while you were 

under the fig tree, I saw you.”  
49Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of 

God! You are the King of Israel!”  
50Jesus replied, “You believe because I told you that I saw 

you under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that!” 
51Then he added, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: You will see 
heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and 
descending on the Son of Man.”  

 

C: (sing) Praise be to you, O Christ! Praise be to you, O 
Christ! 

 
Apostles Creed 
(CWS p.20) 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Hymn 
CW 81  Arise and Shine in Splendor 

 

1  Arise and shine in splendor;  
Let night to day surrender. 
Your light is drawing near.  
Above, the day is beaming, 
In matchless beauty gleaming;  
The glory of the Lord is here. 
 

2  See earth in darkness lying,  
The heathen nations dying 
In hopeless gloom and night.  
To you the Lord of heaven— 
Your life, your hope—has given  
Great glory, honor, and delight. 
 

3  Lift up your eyes in wonder— 
See, nations gather yonder 
From sin to be set free.  
The world has heard your story; 
Your sons come to your glory, 
And daughters haste your light to see. 
 

4  Your heart will leap for gladness  
When from the realms of sadness 
They come from near and far.  
Your eyes will wake from slumber 
As people without number  
Rejoice to see the Morning Star. 

 
Sermon Text & Theme 

 

John 1:43-51 … We have found the One! 
1) Jesus graciously called us to faith through His Word 
2) Jesus graciously calls others through our confession 

of His Word. 
 



~ 10 ~ 
 

 
Create In Me 
(CWS p.21) 

 

C: (sing) Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a 
right spirit within me. Do not cast me away from 
your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold, 
uphold me with your free Spirit. 

 
Offertory Prayer 

 
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 

Wen Young Wang & Yu Min Yang, 
 

M: Dear members of Divine Word Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Wen Young Wang & Yu Min Yang, having been 
baptized and instructed in the teachings of the Word of 
God, desire to become members of this congregation. 

 

The minister addresses those being received: 
 

M: Brother and sister in Christ, our Lord Jesus Christ 
promises to confess before his Father in heaven those 
who faithfully confess him on earth. You have come 
before this Christian congregation to declare your faith 
and to unite with us in Christian love and fellowship.  

 Therefore, lift up your hearts to the God of all grace and 
joyfully answer these questions:  

 

  Do you believe in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior? 
If so, answer: I do. 

 

R: I do. 
 

M: Do you believe that the teaching of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, as you have learned to know it from 
Luther’s Small Catechism, is faithful and true to the 
Word of God? If so, answer: I do. 

 

R: I do. 
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M: Do you intend to continue steadfast in the true Christian 
faith, be diligent in the use of God’s Word and 
sacraments, and lead a godly life even to death? If so, 
answer: I do, and I ask God to help me. 

 

R: I do, and I ask God to help me. 
 

M: Will you support with your prayers, time, talents, and 
offerings the work our Lord has given to this 
congregation? If so, answer: I will, and I ask God to help 
me. 

 

R: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

M: Having heard your promises, we, the members of Divine 
Word Evangelical Lutheran Church, receive you in 
fellowship and love, and invite you to share in our 
worship and mission, in the name of the Father and of 
the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
PRAYER 

 

M: Let us pray. 
 

 Lord Jesus, author and perfecter of our faith, in mercy 
you joined this brother and sister in Christ to your 
Church when they were born again of water and the 
Spirit. In mercy you taught them your saving truth. Grant 
that they may offer themselves as living sacrifices to you 
as their spiritual act of worship. Transform them by the 
renewing of their minds so that they will not conform to 
the pattern of this world. Help us live in love and 
harmony with one another and work together in serving 
you. Keep us united in your Spirit, and bring us at last to 
your eternal kingdom, where you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 
 

M: Go in peace. 
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Prayer for Epiphany Season 
 

Jesus Christ, Lord of glory, you delight in making yourself known 
to us and others. Bring us to recognize and rejoice in your 
majesty and your ministry. In love you chose to exercise your 
greatest strength to serve us in our greatest need. You revealed 
the brightness of your glory through humble deeds of love. 
 

You called ordinary men to do extraordinary things as your 
disciples and apostles. You also call us confidently to follow you, 
diligently to learn from you, and lovingly to imitate you. Equip and 
empower us to serve you and our neighbor faithfully. Use us as 
your witnesses to bring many throughout the world to the light of 
your gospel. 
 

You revealed your glory through mighty signs and wonders. 
Assure us that you still rule all things in the universe and use 
them to serve our eternal good. In wise compassion you often 
exercise your power to help and heal people with physical and 
emotional needs. Give us courage and compassion to relieve 
the distress of the hurting, to pray for all according to their needs, 
and to be content and cheerful when in your wisdom you ask us 
to endure hardship. 
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

Preserve your truth among us, and by that truth preserve us until 
you appear in dazzling splendor to bring us to the glory of 
heaven. Let our anticipation of the heavenly kingdom ennoble 
our thinking and speaking, enrich our conduct, and increase our 
joy in all aspects of earthly life. Hear us, Light of the Gentiles and 
Glory of Israel. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer  
(CWS p.22) 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come,  your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
forever. Amen 

 
Final Prayer & Blessing 

(CWS p.27) 
 

M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for 
our learning. May we so hear them, read, learn, and take 
them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by 
your Holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of 
everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  

 

or 
 

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the 
wisdom that comes from above. Let nothing hinder your 
Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying 
of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in 
steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

C: Amen. 
Blessing 

 

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you 

 and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

C:   Amen. 
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Hymn 
CWS 770  O Christ, Who Called the Twelve 

 

1 O Christ, who called the Twelve  
To rise and follow you,  
Forsaking old, familiar ways  
For ventures bold and new:  
Grant us to hear your call  
To risk security  
And, bound in heart and will to you,  
Find perfect liberty. 
 

2 O Christ, who taught the Twelve  
The truth for ages sealed,     
Whose words and works awakened faith,  
The ways of God revealed:  
Instruct us now, we pray,  
By your empow’ring Word.  
True teacher, be for all who seek 
Their light, their life, their Lord. 
 

3 O Christ, who sent the Twelve  
On roads they’d never trod  
To serve, to suffer, teach, proclaim  
The nearer reign of God:  
Send us on ways where faith  
Transcends timidity,  
Where love informs and hope sustains  
Both life and ministry. 
 

4 O Christ, th’apostles’ Lord,  
The martyrs’ strength and song,  
The crucified and risen King  
To whom the saints belong:  
Though generations pass, 
Our tribute still we bring,  
Our hymns a sacrifice of praise,  
Our lives an offering. 
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Announcements 

 

Church Cleaners: 
January 21 - Thomas // January 28 - John 

 
 

DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR 
 
Su (14) 9:00 am Sunday School and Bible Class 
 10:30 am Worship  
 3:00 pm Worship in Poltimore  
 

Tu (16) 6:00 pm Elders Meeting 
 

We (17) 6:30 pm “Test the Spirits” Bible Info. Class. 
 

Th (18) 6:00 pm Illuminé (at St. Paul’s) 
 6:30 pm Youth Confirmation (W) 

 

Fr (19) 4:30 pm Youth Confirmation (D) 
 
Su (21) 9:00 am Sunday School and Bible Class 
 10:30 am Worship & Communion  
 12:00 pm Divine Sisters  
 3:00 pm Worship in Poltimore  
 4:00 pm Voters Meeting in Poltimore 
 

Tu (23) 7:00 pm Council Meeting 
 

We (24) 6:30 pm “Test the Spirits” Bible Info. Class 
 

Th (25) 6:00 pm Illuminé (at St. Paul’s) 
 6:30 pm Youth Confirmation (W) 

 

Fr (26) 3:00 pm Online Women’s Bible Study 
 4:30 pm Youth Confirmation (D) 
 6:00 pm Friday Night Fellowship 
 
Su (28) 9:00 am Sunday School and Bible Class 
 10:30 am Worship  
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