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Sunday, December 10, 2023 
Advent 2 

 

Service Theme 
THE KING SHALL COME - PREPARE TO MEET HIM 

 

Scriptures teach that King Jesus is the Son of God in flesh and the only hope for 
salvation. Jesus himself claimed that he is the only way into the glorious kingdom of 
heaven. You do not approach meeting someone like that casually or carelessly. You 
prepare meticulously. What does that mean? What does a life of readiness—ready to 
meet such a King—look like? In one word: repentance. If we insist on hanging onto our 
sins, how can we receive the One who came for the very purpose of taking those sins 
away? Throughout history, God has raised up called servants—like John the Baptist—
to preach a message of repentance. This repentance is central to our preparation for the 
Lord’s coming. Without repentance, the King’s coming only terrifies. But all those who 
believe and repent look forward to the coming of the King and the consummation of his 
everlasting kingdom. 



~ 2 ~ 

 

 
 
 
 

Invocation and Lighting of the Advent Candles 
 

M:     In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

C:     Amen. 
   

M: We light two Advent candles remembering Jesus, who came in history. He came 
into a world of sin and death. 

 

C: We remember Jesus, who came as the promised Messiah. John the Baptist 
prepared the way of the Lord. 

 

M: We hear his call to repent. 
 

C: We light two Advent candles as a sign of our repentance and desire for 
renewal. 

 

M: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 
 

C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 

 
Hymn 

CW 14 Arise, O Christian People 
 

1  Arise, O Christian people! Prepare yourselves today. 
Prepare to greet the Savior, Who takes your sins away. 
To us by grace alone The truth and light was given; 
The promised Lord from heaven To all the world is shown. 
 

2  Prepare the way before him; Prepare for him the best. 
Cast out what would offend him, This great, this heav’nly guest. 
Make straight, make plain the way: The lowly valleys raising, 
The heights of pride abasing, His path all even lay. 
 

3  The humble heart and lowly God raises up on high; 
Beneath his feet in terror The haughty soul shall lie. 
The heart sincere and right, That heeds God’s invitation 
And makes true preparation—It is the Lord’s delight. 
 

4  Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus; Turn not from me aside, 
And help me to receive you This blessed Adventtide. 
From stall and manger low Come now to dwell within me; 
I’ll sing your praises gladly And forth your glory show. 
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Order of Service: Divine Service 1  
(CWS p.15) 

 
CONFESSION OF SINS  

 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 
and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 
and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to 

be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and 
by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
(+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: (spoken) Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
 

M: Let us pray. 
 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming, give 
us strength in our conflicts, and shed light on our path through the darkness of this 
world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C: (spoken) Amen. 

 
First Lesson  

Isaiah 40:1-8 (EHV) 
 

Isaiah prophesies about one who could come to prepare people to meet their sovereign 
LORD. This prophecy is fulfilled in the ministry of John the Baptist.

 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.  
2Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and call out to her.  

Her warfare really is over.  
Her guilt is fully paid for.  
Yes, she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.  

3A voice is calling out:  
In the wilderness prepare the way for the LORD.  
In the wasteland make a level highway for our God.  
4Every valley will be raised up,  
and every mountain and hill will be made low.  
The rugged ground will become level,  
and the rough places will become a plain.  
5Then the glory of the LORD will be revealed,  
and all flesh together will see it.  
Yes, the mouth of the LORD has spoken.  

6A voice was saying, “Cry out!”  
And I said, “What shall I cry out?”  

All flesh is grass,  
and all its beauty is like a wildflower in the countryside.  
7Grass withers, flowers fade,  
when the breath of the LORD blows on them.  
Yes, the people are grass.  
8Grass withers, flowers fade,  
but the Word of our God endures forever.  
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Psalm 
85 (CW p. 97) 

 
You showed favor to your land, O LORD;* 

you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
 

You forgave the iniquity of your people* 

and covered all their sins. 
 

Show us your unfailing love, O LORD,* 

and grant us your salvation. 
 

Refrain 
 

I will listen to what God the LORD will 
say;* 

he promises peace to his people, his 
saints. 

 

Surely his salvation is near those who 
fear him,* 

that his glory may dwell in our land. 
 

Love and faithfulness meet together;* 

righteousness and peace kiss each 
other. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
 

Second Lesson 
2 Peter 3:8-14 (EHV) 

 

St. Peter reminds us that judgment day will come at an unexpected time. So prepare with 
daily repentance. 

 

8But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: For the Lord, one day is like a thousand 
years, and a thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow to do what he 
promised, as some consider slowness. Instead, he is patient for your sakes, not wanting 
anyone to perish, but all to come to repentance.  

10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. On that day the heavens will pass away 
with a roar, the elements will be dissolved as they burn with great heat, and the earth and 
what was done on it will be burned up. 11Therefore, since all these things will be 
destroyed, what kind of people ought you to be, living in holiness and godliness, 12as you 
look forward to and hasten the coming of the day of God? That day will cause the heavens 
to be set on fire and destroyed, and the elements to melt as they burn with great heat. 
13But according to his promise we look forward to new heavens and a new earth, in which 
righteousness dwells.  

14Therefore, dear friends, as you look forward to these things, make every effort to be 
found in peace, spotless and blameless in his sight.  
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Verse of the Day 
 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. And all 
people will see God’s salvation. Alleluia. (Luke 3:4,6)  

 
 

Gospel Lesson 
 Mark 1:1–8 (EHV) 

 

God raised up John the Baptist to preach a message of repentance and forgiveness,  
preparing people to meet their Lord and King. 

 

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2This is how it is written in 
the prophet Isaiah:  

Look, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,  
who will prepare the way for you.  
3A voice of one calling out in the wilderness,  
“Prepare the way of the Lord.  
Make his paths straight.”  
4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance 

for the forgiveness of sins.  
5The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to 

him. They were baptized by him in the Jordan River as they confessed their sins. 6John 
was clothed in camel’s hair, and he wore a leather belt around his waist. He ate locusts 
and wild honey. 7He preached, “One more powerful than I is coming after me. I am not 
worthy to stoop down and untie the strap of his sandals! 8I baptized you with water, but 
he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  
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Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 

Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 

have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped 
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Hymn 

CW 11 Comfort, Comfort All My People 
 

1  “Comfort, comfort all my people; Speak of peace,” so says our God. 
“Comfort those who sit in darkness, Groaning from their sorrows’ load. 
Speak to all Jerusalem Of the peace that waits for them; 
Tell them that their sins I cover, That their warfare now is over.” 
 

2  All their sins our God will pardon, Blotting out each dark misdeed; 
All that well deserve his anger He no more will see or heed. 
They have suffered many a day; Now their griefs have passed away. 
God will change their aching sadness Into ever-springing gladness. 
 

3  John the Baptist’s voice is crying In the desert far and near, 
Calling people to repentance For the kingdom now is here. 
Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way; 
Let the valleys rise to meet him And the hills bow down to greet him. 
 

4  Straighten out the crooked highway; Make the rougher places plain. 
Let your hearts be true and humble, Ready for his holy reign. 
For the glory of the Lord Now o’er earth is spread abroad, 
And all flesh shall see the token That his word is never broken. 
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Sermon Text & Theme 
 

Isaiah 40:1–8 … Our Comfort is Coming! 
1. Hear God’s intent 
2. Prepare with repentance  
3. Trust his everlasting Word. 
 

 
 

Offertory Prayer 
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Prayer for Advent 
 

Come, dear Savior. We long for your appearing! 
 

Come to cheer us with your promises, as you once cheered your ancient people 
throughout their long night of waiting and watching. 
 

Come to restore our hope. Rouse us from the slumber of despair; lift our hearts from 
petty, earthbound goals; and direct our eyes above, from where you will soon come to 
make all things right again. 
 

Come and work in us a godly grief and a genuine sorrow over sin. Forgive us for the 
shameful way we have dishonored you and the shabby way we have dealt with one 
another. Through your mighty Word, stir up in us a ceaseless yearning to give ourselves 
to others, as you have given yourself for us. 
 

 
Come also to rekindle our joy as we prepare to celebrate your first coming. Do not permit a 
frenzied busyness to rob us of your peace or to deprive us of times to ponder and to wonder 
at your Word. Set our hearts apart from the bustle and the clamor and the jostle of these 
days. Fill us with the quiet delight of finding you in the manger, and keep hearts and minds 
undisturbed by the great throng that streams by uncaring. 
 

We pray also for those enduring great sorrow, for those undergoing spiritual trial, and for 
those whose restless hearts have no knowledge of your coming. Comfort, strengthen, 
and illumine them with the sweet peace born of your love, and keep them in the way of 
peace by your Holy Word. 
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.  
 

Silent prayer. 
 

Come quickly, dear Lord, and fill our longing eyes with the light of your coming! We wait, 
we keep watch, and in you we put our hope. Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer  

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 

and forever. Amen 
 

Final Prayer  
 

M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so 
hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and 
comforted by your Holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  
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OR 
 

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from 
above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and 
edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and 
confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

C: Amen. 
Blessing 

 

M:   The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

C:   Amen. 
 

 
Hymn 

CWS 702  Prepare the Royal Highway 
 

1  Prepare the royal highway; The King of kings is near!  
Let ev’ry hill and valley A level road appear!  
Then greet the King of glory, Foretold in sacred story:  
Hosanna to the Lord, For he fulfills God’s Word! 
 

2  God’s people, see him coming: Your own eternal King!  
Palm branches strew before him! Spread garments! Shout and sing!       
God’s promise will not fail you! No more shall doubt assail you!  
Hosanna to the Lord, For he fulfills God’s Word! 
 

3  Then fling the gates wide open To greet your promised King!  
Your King, yet ev’ry nation Its tribute too should bring.  
All lands, bow down before him! All nations, now adore him!  
Hosanna to the Lord, For he fulfills God’s Word! 
 

4  His is no earthly kingdom; It comes from heav’n above.  
His rule is peace and freedom And justice, truth, and love.  
So let your praise be sounding For kindness so abounding:  
Hosanna to the Lord, For he fulfills God’s Word! 

 

 
 

Announcements 
 

Church Cleaners: 
 

December 17 – Barnabas // December 24 – Luke 
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DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR 
 
Su (10)  9:00 am Sunday School and Bible Class 
  10:30 am Worship  
  11:30 am Coffee Hour  
  11:45 am Voter’s Meeting 
    
We (13) 6:30 pm “Test the Spirits” Bible Information Class. 
 

Th (14)  6:00 pm Illuminé (at St. Paul’s) 
  6:30 pm Youth Confirmation (W) 
 

Fr (15)  3:00 pm Women’s Bible Study 
  4:30 pm Youth Confirmation (D) 
  6:30 pm Friday Fellowship 
 

Su (17)  9:00 am Sunday School and Bible Class 
  10:30 am Worship & Communion 
  11:30 am Coffee Hour  
 

Tu (19)  7:00 pm Elders Meeting 
 

We (20) 6:30 pm “Test the Spirits” Bible Information Class. 
 

Th (21)  6:00 pm Illuminé (at St. Paul’s) 
  

Fr (22)  3:00 pm Women’s Bible Study 
  6:30 pm Friday Fellowship 
 

Su (24)  10:30 am Layled-Worship  
  11:30 am Coffee Hour  
  3:00 pm Poltimore’s Christmas Eve Service 
  7:00 pm Christmas Eve Service  
 

Mo (25)  11:00 am Christmas Day Service 
 

 

Divine Word 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 

 

1081 Greenbank Rd., 

Ottawa, ON., K2B 5A8 

613-825-1629 

www.divinewordottawa.ca  

http://www.divinewordottawa.ca/

