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Sunday, August 20th, 2023 
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Service Theme 
A CHURCH FOR ALL PEOPLE 

 

“All are welcome!” Is that true? Historically, it rarely is true. In the gospels, the average 
Jewish person would have thought it odd, even offensive, if someone who wasn’t an 
Israelite walked into their place of worship. Taking it a step further, some of the Jewish 
religious leaders would imply that church was meant for those who zealously followed 
religious customs and traditions. Those were “good church folk.” So church was meant 
for people of the right heritage and who behaved the right way. What about us? Is it 
conceivable that a stranger could walk into our church and for some reason you would 
ask yourself, “What is someone like that doing here?” Or, just perhaps, you are asking 
that question about yourself? “There are some seemingly godly people here. I’m not like 
them. Do I really belong?” Today, Jesus shows us that God wants church to be for all 
people. All of us—regardless of age, ethnicity, gender, or social status—have the same 
problem of sin. And we all have the same Saviour. Therefore, anyone who comes to 
Christ’s Church and cries out, “Lord, have mercy!” is more than welcome. 
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Order of Service  

Common Service (p.15) 
 

Invocation  
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

C: (sing) Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

 



3 ~ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 
and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 
and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

C: (sing) Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. Lord, have mercy 
on us. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to 
be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by 
his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
(+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C:   (sing) Amen. 
 

M:   In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

C: (sing) glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 
We praise you, we bless you, we worship you,  

we glorify you, we give thanks to you, your great glory, 
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father almighty. 
O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer. 
You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us. 
For you only are holy; you only are the Lord. 
You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 
 

C: (sing) And also with you. 
 

M: Let us pray. 
Gracious God, in Christ you bring people from near and far into the fellowship of 
your church. Open our eyes to your saving plan, and move us to embrace all who 
seek your salvation so that we may rejoice together at the banquet of your love; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C: (sing) Amen. 
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First Reading 
Isaiah 56:1, 6–8 (EHV) 

 

Through Isaiah the LORD told the world that all God-fearing people would have a place in the 
house of his Church. 

 

This is what the LORD says.  
Protect justice, and carry out righteousness,  
because my salvation is coming very soon.  
My righteousness is ready to be revealed.  

6Then the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD,  
to minister to him and to love the name of the LORD  
and to become his servants,  
every one of them who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it,  
those who take hold of my covenant—  

7I will bring them to my holy mountain,  
and I will make them glad in my house of prayer.  
Their whole burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be  

acceptable on my altar.  
For my house will be called a house of prayer for all the peoples of the world.  
8This is the declaration of God the LORD,  
who gathers Israel’s dispersed people:  
“I will gather still more people to my house besides  

the ones already gathered.”  
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Psalm 
67 (p. 91) 

 

 
 

May God be gracious to us and bless 
us* 

and make his face shine upon us; 
 

may your ways be known on earth,* 
your salvation among all nations. 

 

May the nations be glad and sing for 
joy,* 

for you rule the peoples justly 
and guide the nations of the earth. 
 

Refrain 
 

Then the land will yield its harvest,* 
and God, our God, will bless us. 

 

God will bless us,* 
and all the ends of the earth will fear 

him. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the 
Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
 

Second Lesson 
Ephesians 2:13–22 (EHV) 

 

Christ takes foreigners and strangers and, upon the foundation of God’s Word, builds them 
into a holy temple—his Church. 

 

13But now in Christ Jesus, you who once were far away have been brought near by 
the blood of Christ. 14For he himself is our peace. He made the two groups one by 
destroying the wall of hostility that divided them 15when he abolished the law of 
commandments and regulations in his flesh. He did this to create in himself one new 
person out of the two, in this way making peace. 16And he did this to reconcile both to 
God in one body through the cross by putting the hostility to death on it. 17He also 
came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were 
near. 18For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.  
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19So then, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but you are fellow citizens 
with the saints and members of God’s household. 20You have been built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the Cornerstone. 
21In him the whole building is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 
22In him you too are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.  

 
 

Verse of the Day 
Alleluia. Alleluia. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought 

near by the blood of Christ.  Alleluia. (Ephesians 2:13) 
 

C: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 

Gospel Lesson 
Matthew 15:21-28 (EHV)  

 

C: Glory be to you, O Lord! 
 

In the face of Jesus’ test, a Canaanite woman demonstrates great faith, proving that God’s 
Church is meant for all people. 

 

21Jesus left that place and withdrew into the region of Tyre and Sidon. 22There a 
Canaanite woman from that territory came and kept crying out, “Have mercy on me, 
Lord, Son of David! A demon is severely tormenting my daughter!”  

23But he did not answer her a word.  
His disciples came and pleaded, “Send her away, because she keeps crying out 

after us.”  
24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”  
25But she came and knelt in front of him, saying, “Lord, help me.”  
26He answered her, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to their 

little dogs.”  
27“Yes, Lord,” she said, “yet their little dogs also eat the crumbs that fall from their 

masters’ table.”  
28Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, your faith is great! It will be done for you, just 

as you desire.” And her daughter was healed at that very hour.  
  

 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made,of one being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Sermon Text & Theme 
Matthew 15:21-28 

 

“An Example of Great Faith” 
1) Trusting     
2) Humble    

3) Persistent 
 

Response: “Create In Me” 
 

C: (sing) Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from 
me. Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free 
Spirit. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

 
Prayer of the Church 

(Page 127) 
 

M: O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies are 
new every morning. Each day you open your hand and provide for the needs of your 
children on earth. 

 

C: We praise you for every grace and blessing. 
 

M: Strengthen your Church in all the world. Let your comforting message of salvation in 
Christ Jesus be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere. 

 

C: Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope. 
 

M: We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society. Bless our national, 
state (provincial), and local governments. 

 

C: Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect. 
 

M: Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries. Give employers a sense of fairness 
toward their workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in their workmanship. 

 

C: Help us find satisfaction in all work well done. 
 

M: Invigorate the schools of our land. Give success to every effort that helps students 
read, think, and communicate in ways that will promote an informed and responsible 
citizenry. Arouse curious minds to discover the wonders of your created order. 

 

C: Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence. 
 

M: Strengthen the families of our country. Give fathers and mothers a renewed 
commitment to be good parents. Give children and young people the wisdom to 
regard their parents as your representatives. 

 

C: Lead us to love one another as you have loved us. 
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Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

M: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you will 
hear and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. 

 

C: Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer  
 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.  

 

THE SACRAMENT 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: (sing) And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: (sing) We lift them up unto the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: (sing) It is good and right so to do. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, 
there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. Therefore, 
with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join 
their glorious song: 

C: (sing) Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts: heav’n and earth are full 
of your glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he, 
blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, 
hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
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Word of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

C: (sing) Amen.  
 
 O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace. 
Amen. 

 
Distribution 

 
Thanksgiving 

 

C: (sing) Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace according to your word. 
For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared before the 
face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of your people 
Israel. 

 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
 

C: (sing) And his mercy endures forever. 
 

Final Prayer  
 

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your 
Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us 
pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but 
will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day 
after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C:  (sing) Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

M:   The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

C:    (sing) Amen. Amen. Amen. 
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Announcements 
 

Church Cleaners: 
 

August 20 – Simon // August 27 – Matthew 

 
Return to Regular Worship Schedule: 

 

Please note that our regular schedule begins September 10. Bible Study and Sunday 
School will begin at 9:00 and Worship at 10:30. We also hope to resume our Sunday 

snack fellowship following worship. 
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DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR 
 
Su (20)  9:30 am Layled-Worship with Communion  
 

Pastor will be away from August 17-21 to take his children to school. 
 
Fr (25)  6:00 pm  Friday Fellowship and Bible Class 
 
Su (27)  9:30 am Worship  
  10:45 am Coffee Hour 
  11:00 am Bible Class  
  3:00 pm Worship in Poltimore 

 
Pastor will be at a Pastoral Circuit Gathering in Gananoque from August 29-30  

 
Fr (1)  6:00 pm  Friday Fellowship and Bible Class 

   
Su (3)  9:30 am Worship with Communion 
  10:45 am Coffee Hour 
  11:00 am Bible Class 
  3:00 pm Worship in Poltimore 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Divine Word 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 

 

1081 Greenbank Rd., 

Ottawa, ON., K2B 5A8 

613-825-1629 

www.divinewordottawa.ca  

http://www.divinewordottawa.ca/

