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“Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, 
because I am gentle and humble in heart, and 

you will find rest for your souls.” 

 

 

Sunday, July 9, 2023 
The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

 
Service Theme 

THE CHRISTIAN FINDS REST IN JESUS 
 

Without rest, we suffer. Studies show that after 36 hours without sleep, most people will 
experience extreme fatigue and hormonal imbalances, resulting in decreased attention, 
poor decisions, and even speech impairment. Other studies show if someone takes no 
breaks during their workday, their productivity is lower than those who do take periodic 
breaks. We need rest. 
Christians know they need more than sleep or breaks. We need more than physical rest. 
We need spiritual rest. The Christian knows that the only place to find that type of rest is 
Jesus. Jesus provides more than a pause in work, more than enjoyable recreation. Jesus 
provides the removal of our sins, the cleansing of our guilty conscience, and a gentle new 
yoke of discipleship. In Jesus, the Christian finds rest from his burdens, rest from his battles, 
and rest forever in heaven. 
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HYMN 

“I Run to Christ” 
(See Monitor for Lyrics) 

 
DIVINE SERVICE II 

Christian Worship Supplement, page 28 
 
 

INVOCATION 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

CONFESSION 
 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

C:   Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  
For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  

You should cast me away from your presence forever.  
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 
ABSOLUTION 
   

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 
made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 
Christ through his called servant:  

 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the 
Holy Spirit.  

 

C: Amen. 
 

LORD, HAVE MERCY   
 

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
  

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all 
they need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are 
lost in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

C: Christ, have mercy. 
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M: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of 
heaven as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 
 

C: Amen. 
 
GLORY BE TO GOD 
 

1 All glory be to God on high! 
Your name, O Lord, we glorify; 
We praise you for your peace and 
grace, 
Your favor toward our fallen race. 

 

2 Our grateful thanks to you we bring, 
For your great glory, heav’nly King, 
For all, O Father, you have done 
Through Jesus Christ, your only Son. 

3 O Lamb of God, to you we pray. 
You take all human sin away. 
Have mercy, Lord; receive our prayer;  
From God’s right hand, your mercy 
share. 

 

4 You, Christ, are holy—Lord alone; 
The Father’s glory you made known. 
We by your Spirit sing again: 
“All glory be to God!” Amen. 

 
SALUTATION 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: Let us pray. 
 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, your mercy attends us all our days. Be our 
strength and support amid the wearisome changes of this world, and at life’s end, grant 
us your promised rest and the full joys of your salvation; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen 
 
FIRST LESSON – Exodus 33:12-23 (EHV) 

 

The Lord gives Moses spiritual rest by promising that his Presence will go with Israel and 
allowing Moses to see a glimpse of his glory. 

 

12Moses said to the LORD, “Look, you yourself have been telling me, ‘Lead this 
people up,’ but you have not let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have 
said, ‘I know you by name, and you have also found favor in my sight.’ 13So now if I 
have found favor in your sight, please show me your ways, so that I may know you, so 
that I may find favor in your sight. Consider that this nation is your people.”  

14The LORD said, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.”  
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15Moses said to him, “If your Presence is not going to go with me, do not send us up 
from here. 16After all, how would people know that I have found favor in your sight, I 
and your people? Isn’t it in this way: that you go with us, so that we are distinguished, I 
and your people, from all the people who are on the face of the earth?”  

17The LORD said to Moses, “I will also do this thing that you have said, for you have 
found favor in my sight, and I know you by name.”  

18Then Moses said, “Please show me your glory.”  
19The LORD said, “I will make all my goodness pass in front of you, and I will 

proclaim the name of the LORD in your presence. I will be gracious to whom I will be 
gracious, and I will show mercy to whom I will show mercy.” 20He said, “You cannot see 
my face, for no human may see me and live.”  

21The LORD also said, “Look, there is a place next to me, where you shall stand on 
the rock. 22It will happen that, while my glory passes by, I will put you in a crevice in the 
rock. I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 23Then I will take away my 
hand, and you will see my back. But my face will not be seen.”  
 
 
PSALM – 62 (Red Hymnal, p. 88) 
 

 
 

My soul finds rest in God alone;* 
my salvation comes from him. 

 

He alone is my rock and my salvation;* 
he is my fortress, I will never be 

shaken. 
 

Find rest, O my soul, in God alone;* 
my hope comes from him. 

 

Refrain 
 

Though your riches increase,* 
do not set your heart on them. 

 

My salvation and my honor depend on 

God;* 
he is my mighty rock, my refuge. 

 

Trust in him at all times, O people;* 
pour out your hearts to him, for God 

is our refuge. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the 
Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
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SECOND READING – Romans 7:15-25a (EHV) 
 

Jesus Christ gives spiritual rest to the one who wants to do what is good yet cannot carry it 
out. 

 

15For I do not understand what I am doing, because I do not keep doing what I want. 
Instead, I do what I hate. 16And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is 
good. 17But now it is no longer I who am doing it, but it is sin living in me. 18Indeed, I 
know that good does not live in me, that is, in my sinful flesh. The desire to do good is 
present with me, but I am not able to carry it out. 19So I fail to do the good I want to do. 
Instead, the evil I do not want to do, that is what I keep doing. 20Now if I do what I do 
not want to do, it is no longer I who am doing it, but it is sin living in me.  

21So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is present with me. 22I 
certainly delight in God’s law according to my inner self, 23but I see a different law at 
work in my members, waging war against the law of my mind and taking me captive to 
the law of sin, which is present in my members. 24What a miserable wretch I am! Who 
will rescue me from this body of death? 25I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord!  

 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 
Alleluia. (Matthew 11:28) 
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GOSPEL – Matthew 11:25-30 (EHV) 
 

M: The Gospel according to Matthew 11:25-30 
C:      Glory be to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus invites those who are weary and burdened to come to him for rest. 
 

25At that time, Jesus continued, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 
you have hidden these things from clever and learned people and have revealed them 
to little children. 26Yes, Father, because this was pleasing to you. 27Everything has 
been entrusted to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no 
one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son wants to reveal 
him.  

28“Come to me all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29Take 
my yoke upon you and learn from me, because I am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON TEXT & THEME 

 

Matthew 11:25-30 ... Come to Christ for rest. 
1) Only he has the power to relieve you.  
2) His promises make everything bearable. 
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NICENE CREED –  
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made,of one being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

O Lord God, we thank you for the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, your Son, and for the 
promised graces we have received through him. We thank you that through his perfect 
life and his obedience to death on the cross we have been granted cleansing and pardon 
for all our sins. We thank you that in his resurrection we have the promise of life 
everlasting and that in his ascension to the right hand of your majesty, we have the 
assurance that he continually intercedes for us. 
 

Help us believe and trust in him, love and serve him, that in all our thoughts, words, 
and actions we may manifest his spirit. Rebuke our selfishness and subdue our self-
indulgence. Deepen our sympathies, strengthen our hope, and confirm us in our faith. 
Dwell in our homes, O Lord, and let the trust of our families be centered in you alone, so 
that no difficulty, trial, or adversity rob us of the conviction that you are our helper in 
every time of need. Relieve the afflictions of the weary and the sick, and dry the tears of 
the troubled and sorrowful. Lead them to look to you as the unfailing spring of healing 
and hope. 

 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

All these things we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 
 

C:  And also with you. 
 

M:  Lift up your hearts. 
 

C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
  

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

C:  It is good and right so to do. 
 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, 
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who has called us to be his own so that we may live under him in his kingdom and 
serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. Therefore, with 
all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 
glorious song: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
 

1 O holy, holy, holy 
Lord God of pow’r and might, 

Your glory, earth and heaven 
In countless ways recite. 

Hosanna! Come and save us, 
Lord God of hosts on high, 

And in your grace and mercy 
Receive our fervent cry. 

 

2 Hosanna in the highest! 
How truly blest is he 

Who in God’s name is coming 
To set his people free! 

He comes to bring salvation 
And with his blood outpoured, 

Deliver us from bondage— 
Hosanna, mighty Lord! 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending 
your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he 
has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

 

By his incarnation, he became one with us. 
By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 
By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 
By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 
 

Invited by your grace and instructed by your  
Word, we approach your table with repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us 
through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with 
him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting. 
 

C: Amen.  
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LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 

and forever. Amen 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION        
  

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 
this is my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

C: Amen.  
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DISTRIBUTION  

 
 
 
 

 

SONG OF SIMEON  
 
1 O Lord, now let your servant 
    Depart in peace, assured: 
 For I have seen your promised 
     incarnate, saving Word— 
 A Light that will enlighten 
     All gloom where Gentiles dwell; 
 The brilliant, crowning glory 
     Of those in Israel! 

2 All glory to the Father, 
     All glory to the Son,  
 All glory to the Spirit, 
     Forever three in one; 
 For as in the beginning, 
      Is now, shall ever be, 
 God’s triune name resounding 
      Through all eternity. 

 

 
THANKSGIVING 
 

M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you 
have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have 
fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help 
us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your 
guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

C: Amen. 
 
BLESSING  
 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

C: Amen. 
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Announcements 
 

Church Cleaners: 
July 16 - Timothy // July 23 – Mark 

 
 

 

DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR 
 

 

Su (9)  9:30 am Worship with Communion  
  11:45 am Coffee Hour (No First Fellowship in Summer) 
  10:45 am Bible Class 
  11:30 am Evangelism Meeting 

 
 

Su (16)  9:30 am Worship with Communion  
  11:45 am Coffee Hour 
  10:45 am Bible Class 
  3:00 pm Worship with Holy Communion in Poltimore 
 

Pastor will be on Vacation from June 17-27.  
 

Su (23)  9:30 am Worship (No Communion) 
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