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Sunday, July 30, 2023 
The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost  

 

Service Theme 
THE CHRISTIAN SEEKS SPIRITUAL WEALTH 

 

What do you consider your life’s priorities? If you made a list, what would be near 
the top? Faith, family, and friends would probably head the lists of many. Financial 
security and health would be right up there. Reputation and recreation would likely 
make the cut. But perhaps a more interesting question than “What do you consider 
your life’s priorities?” is “Which of the items on that list would you be willing to 
sacrifice to save your top priority?” What if you had to give up the whole list—family, 
friends, finances, health, reputation, recreation—to save just one priority: faith? This 
week we are given an honest assessment of what really matters in life. The kingdom 
is worth everything. Worldly wealth can buy the things of this world, the type of 
things that rust and decay, things that will not last. True wealth is spiritual wealth. It 
can be found only in God and his eternal blessings for us in Christ. The Christian 
seeks first spiritual wealth and will sacrifice anything to obtain it. 
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Order of Service  
Service of Word and Sacrament (p.26) 

 
M:    The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
 

C:    And also with you. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 
penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 
forgive us. 
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C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done 
what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your 
punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, 
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, 
a sinner. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C:  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with 
gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C:  (sing) Lord, have mercy. 
 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and 
for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, 
hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

C: (sing) Christ, have mercy. 
 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who 
offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: (sing) Lord, have mercy. 
 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and 
keep us in your tender care: 

 

C: (sing) Amen 
 

 M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
 

C: (sing) 
 

  O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. 
Almighty God, merciful Father, you crown our life with your love. 
You take away our sin; you comfort our spirit; 

you make us pure and holy in your sight. 
You did not spare your only Son, but gave him up for us all. 
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. 
O Son of God, eternal Word of the Father, you came to live with us; 

you made your Father known; 
you washed us from our sins in your own blood. 

You are the King of glory; you are the Lord! 
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: Let us pray. 
 

O God, you reveal your mighty power chiefly in showing mercy and 
kindness. Grant us the full measure of your grace that we may obtain your 
promises and become partakers of your heavenly glory; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
 

C: (sing) Amen. 
 

First Reading 
1 Kings 3:5–12 (EHV) 

 

The Lord offered to give Solomon anything he wanted. Solomon requested the spiritual 
wealth of a believing heart that could discern right from wrong. 

 

5The LORD appeared to Solomon in Gibeon in a dream at night.  
God said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.”  
6Solomon said, “You have shown great mercy and faithfulness to your servant, my 

father David, just as he walked before you in truth, righteousness, and uprightness of 
heart toward you. You have shown this great mercy and faithfulness to him and have 
given him a son who is seated on his throne to this very day. 7O LORD my God, now 
you have made your servant king in the place of my father David, but I am a little child. 
I do not know how to go out or come in. 8And I, your servant, am among your people 
whom you have chosen, a great people, who cannot be counted or numbered because 
they are so many. 9Now give to your servant a perceptive heart to judge your people, 
to distinguish between good and evil, for who is able to judge this great people of 
yours?”  

10In the eyes of the LORD, Solomon’s request was good. 11So God said to him, 
“Because you have asked for this, and you have not asked for a long life, nor have you 
asked for riches, nor have you asked for the lives of your enemies, but you have asked 
for discernment to reach just verdicts, 12therefore I will act according to your words. 
Yes, I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been 
anyone like you before you, nor will anyone like you rise up after you.  
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Psalm 
119b (p. 110) 

 

 
 

Teach me, O Lord, to follow 'your 
decrees;* 
   then I will keep them 'to the end. 
 

Give me understanding, and I will 'keep 
your law* 
   and obey it with 'all my heart. 
 

Direct me in the path of 'your 
commands,* 
   for there I 'find delight. 
 

Refrain 
 

Turn my eyes away from 'worthless 
things;* 
   preserve my life according 'to your 
Word. 

 

Fulfill your promise to your 'servant,* 
   so that you 'may be feared. 
 

How I long for your 'precepts!* 
   Preserve my life in your 
'righteousness. 
 

Glory be to the Father and 'to the 
Son* 
   and to the Holy 'Spirit, 
 

as it was in the be'ginning,* 
   is now, and will be forever.   'Amen. 
 

Refrain 
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Second Reading 
  1 Timothy 6:17–21 (EHV) 

 

Paul warns against the two pet sins of those who have worldly wealth: arrogance and false 
hope. 

 

17Instruct those who are rich in this present age not to be arrogant or to put their 
hope in the uncertainty of riches, but rather in God, who richly supplies us with all 
things for our enjoyment. 18Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be 
generous and willing to share. 19In this way they are storing up for themselves the 
treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is 
truly life.  

20O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, turning away from godless, 
empty talk and the contradictions of what is falsely called “knowledge.” 21By professing 
it, some have veered away from the faith. Grace be with you. Amen.  
 

Verse of the Day 
 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your minds on things 
above, not on earthly things. Alleluia. (Colossians 3:1,2) 

 

C: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the    
 Son of God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Gospel Lesson 

Matthew 13:44–52 (EHV) 
 

Through a series of parables Jesus teaches the value of spiritual wealth. 

 

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field, which a man found 
and hid again. In his joy, he goes away and sells all that he has and buys that field.  

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls. 46 When 
he found one very valuable pearl, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.  

47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast into the sea and 
gathered fish of every kind. 48 When the net was filled, they pulled it onto the shore. 
They sat down and gathered the good fish into containers, but threw the bad ones 
away. 49 That is how it will be at the end of the world. The angels will go out and 
separate the wicked from the righteous who are among them. 50 And they will throw the 
wicked into the fiery furnace where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

 51 Jesus said to them, “Did you understand all these things?”  
They answered him, “Yes.”  
52 He said to them, “Therefore every expert in the law who has been trained as a 

disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his 
treasure both new things and old things.”  
 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ
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Sermon Text & Theme 

 

Matthew 13:44-52 - The Kingdom of Heaven… 
1) Is a hidden treasure. 
2) Is the end of your search. 
3) Catches all kinds but only keeps the good. 
4) Offers old and new blessings to address your needs. 

 
NICENE CREED 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made,of one being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Offertory Prayer 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 

M: Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we 
receive from your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the 
joy of life and the pleasure of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the 
privilege to share happiness and sorrow with one another. Above all we praise and 
thank you for your saving Word and for your Son’s body and blood, which you give 
us to eat and to drink in the sacrament. Through these means of grace, you send 
the Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the whole Christian 
Church on earth. 
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C: Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and 
our love for one another. 

 

M: Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose 
courage, and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. 
Give us strength to face the evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips 
to speak of your grace, and move us to use the gifts that you give us to share your 
Word of salvation with all people. Protect and prosper the family, the school, the 
government, and all good institutions that you have established for the benefit of 
society. Remember in mercy those who are sick and suffering, and bring your 
healing to troubled homes and lives. 

 

C: Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.  
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

M: Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to 
overcome all things through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Lord’s Prayer  

 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.  

 
THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 
 

C: (sing) And also with you. 
 

M: Lift up your hearts. 
 

C: (sing) We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
 

C: (sing) It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his 
children and to strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation 
and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him 
who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory 
for ever and ever: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

C: (sing) Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.  
The whole earth is full of your glory. You are my God, and I will exalt you.  
I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation. 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of your glory. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

C: (sing)  Amen. 
 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
C: (sing)  
 O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace. 

Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

THANK THE LORD 
 

C: (sing)  
Thank the Lord and sing his praise. Tell ev’ryone what he has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name. 
He renews his promises and leads his people forth in joy with shouts of 
thanksgiving. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here 
may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your 
Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body 
and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy 
life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: (sing) Amen. 
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BLESSING 
 

M:   Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. 
Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
 

C: (sing)  Amen. Amen. Amen. 
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Announcements 
 

 

Church Cleaners: 
August 6 – Phillip // August 13 – John 

 
 

 

DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR 
 

 

Su (30)  9:30 am Worship with Communion  
  10:45 am Coffee Hour 
  11:00 am Bible Class 
  3:00 pm Worship with Holy Communion in Poltimore 
 
Th (3)  10:30 am Longfield Manor Devotion 
 
Su (6)  9:30 am Worship with Communion  
  10:45 am Coffee Hour 
  11:00 am Bible Class  
  3:00 pm Worship with Holy Communion in Poltimore 
 
Su (13)  9:30 am Worship with Communion  
  10:45 am Coffee Hour 
  11:00 am Bible Class  
  4:30 pm Pastor Justin Digman’s Installation (Orleans) 
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