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Sunday, July 2"9, 2023
The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

Service Theme
THE CHRISTIAN LOVES GOD ABOVE ALL

Not all love is good. It is self-destructive to love bad things. However, loving good things
in a bad order is just as harmful. For example, it's fine for a father to love a family pet.
But if the father loves the family pet more than his wife or child, his “love” for all is
disordered. That is not in the best interests of the father, his wife, his child, or even their
dog. For love to be healthy, it needs to be properly ordered. The Christian loves God
above all things. The Christian understands that everything in this present world is
transitory. Relationships fail. Empires fall. Accomplishments are quickly forgotten. But
nothing about God is transitory. God’'s love is eternal. He promises the Christian
everlasting life. And so the Christian struggles not simply to avoid loving bad things. The
Christian struggles to love God above all other good things too. Why? Because the
Christian understands that God is of ultimate value.
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Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus
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Order of Service
Common Service (p.15)

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
(sing) Amen.

Confession and Absolution

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

Holy and merciful Father, | confess that | am by nature sinful and that | have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. | have done what is evil
and failed to do what is good. For this | deserve your punishment both now
and in eternity. But | am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, | pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

(sing) Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. Lord, have mercy
on us.

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to
be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by
his authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
(+) and of the Holy Spirit.

(sing) Amen.

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

(sing) glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
We praise you, we bless you, we worship you,
we glorify you, we give thanks to you, your great glory,
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father almighty.
O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer.
You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us.
For you only are holy; you only are the Lord.
You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the
Father. Amen.

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.
(sing) And also with you.



M:  Let us pray.

God of all power and might, you are the giver of all that is good. Help us love you
with all our heart, strengthen us in true faith, provide us with all we need, and keep
us safe in your care; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C. (sing) Amen.
First Reading
Genesis 22:1-18 (EHV)

Abraham illustrates what it means to love God above all. More importantly, this account
illustrates God’s great love for us — for what the LORD prevented Abraham from doing, God
willingly did for us in Jesus.

Some time later God tested Abraham. He called to him, “Abraham!” Abraham
answered, “| am here.”

2God said, “Now take your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to
the land of Moriah. Offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains there,
the one to which | direct you.”

3Abraham got up early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his
young men with him, along with Isaac his son. Abraham split the wood for the burnt
offering. Then he set out to go to the place that God had told him about. “On the
third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance.

*Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey. The boy and | will
go on over there. We will worship, and then we will come back to you.” ®Abraham
took the wood for the burnt offering and loaded it on Isaac his son. He took the
firepot and the knife in his hand. The two of them went on together.

'Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father?”

He said, “| am here, my son.”

He said, “Here are the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt
offering?”

8Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.”
So the two of them went on together. °They came to the place that God had told
him about. Abraham built the altar there. He arranged the wood, tied up Isaac his
son, and laid him on the altar on top of the wood. °Abraham stretched out his hand
and took the knife to slaughter his son.

1The Angel of the LorD called to him from heaven, “Abraham, Abraham!”

Abraham said, “| am here.”

12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy. Do not do anything to him. For now
| know that you fear God, because you have not withheld your son, your only son,
from me.”

13Abraham looked around and saw that behind him there was a ram caught in
the thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt
offering instead of his son. *Abraham called the name of that place “The Lorb Will
Provide.” So it is said to this day, “On the mountain of the LoRD it will be provided.”
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15The Angel of the LorD called to Abraham a second time from heaven **and
said, “I have sworn by myself, declares the LORD, because you have done this thing
and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will bless you greatly, and | will
multiply your descendants greatly, like the stars of the sky and like the sand on the
seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the city gates of their enemies.
18In your seed all the nations of the earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed
my voice.”

Psalm
27 (p. 75)
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Hear my voice when | call, O LORD;*

: | am still confident of this:*
be merciful to me and answer me. =

| will see the goodness of the LORD
Do not hide your face from me,* in the land of the living.
do not turn your servant away in Wait for the LORD:*

angiﬁ have been mv helper be strong and take heart and wait for
y y Aeiper. the LORD.
1 *
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y =avior. Son*
Refrain and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

Though my father and mother forsake is now, and will be forever. Amen.

me,*
the LORD will receive me. Refrain

Second Lesson
1 Timothy 6:11-16 (EHV)

St. Paul describes the man of God in action, struggling to love God above all things.

1But you, O man of God, flee from these things and pursue righteousness, godliness,
faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness.



12Fight the good fight of faith. Take hold of eternal life, to which you were called and
about which you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 3l charge
you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who made a
good confession as a witness before Pontius Pilate, *4that you keep this command without
spot and without fault, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, >which he will make
known at the proper time—the blessed and only ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords,
%who alone has immortality, who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or
Is able to see. To him be honor and power forever! Amen.

Verse of the Day
Alleluia. Alleluia. Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up
their cross and follow me. Alleluia. (Mark 8:34)

C: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Gospel Lesson
Matthew 10:34-42 (EHV)
C. Glory beto you, O Lord!

Jesus calls us to love him above all—more than family or friends, more than personal safety
or even life itself.

34“Do not think that | came to bring peace to the earth. | did not come to bring peace,
but a sword. 3°For | came to turn a man against his father, a daughter against her mother,
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 3®A man’s enemies will be the members
of his own household.

3™“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. *¥Whoever does not take up his
cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 3**Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever
loses his life for my sake will find it.

40“Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who
sent me. “*'Whoever receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s
reward. Whoever receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive a
righteous man’s reward. “Whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water
to drink because he is my disciple—Amen | tell you—he will never lose his reward.”

C. Praise beto you, O Christ!

Apostles Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the Communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Sermon Text & Theme
Matthew 10:34-42 (EHV)

Confess Christ to your Family

1) Even if it tears your family apart.
2) So your family can share in your peace.
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Response: “Create In Me”

C. (sing) Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from
me. Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free
Spirit. Amen.

Offertory Prayer

Prayer for the Nation

Almighty God, we acknowledge with thanks that all we have and enjoy is a gift from your
gracious hand. We come before you today in heartfelt appreciation for our nation and its
people.

We thank you for enabling us to worship you in freedom and to serve you
without fear.

You have enriched us with the bounties of farm and factory, the beauty of forest and
mountain, and the marvels of medicine and science.

For all these blessings, we praise and glorify you.

Look with favor upon our nation, and preserve our cherished liberties. Enable our leaders
to govern with wisdom, honesty, courage, and justice. Protect those who serve in the
armed forces and those who maintain peace and safety in our communities.

Give us willingness to obey our nation’s laws and to work for the common good.

Keep our financial institutions secure and our economy strong. Bless our fields that they
may produce abundant harvests. Guard us from calamities of nature and accident, and
spare our land from the ravages of disease and epidemic.

Teach us not to worry but to cast all our cares on you.

Strengthen the homes of our nation. By your Spirit lead husbands and wives to love each
other, parents to nurture their children, young adults to assume responsibility, and children
to show respect.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.
To you, O Lord, we bring our thanks and our requests.
Hear our prayers for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

N8N
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THE SACRAMENT

The Lord be with you.

(sing) And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

(sing) We lift them up unto the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
(sing) It is good and right so to do.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name,
there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. Therefore,
with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join
their glorious song:

(sing) Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts: heav’n and earth are full
of your glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosannain the highest. Blessed is he,
blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna,
hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Word of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

(sing) Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace.
Amen.

Distribution
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Thanksgiving

(sing) Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace according to your word.
For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared before the
face of all people, alight to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of your people
Israel.

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

(sing) And his mercy endures forever.

Final Prayer
O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your
Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us
pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but
will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day
after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
. (sing) Amen.
Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
(sing) Amen. Amen. Amen.



619

God Bless Our Native Land
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Announcements

Church Cleaners:
July 9 — Luke // July 16 - Timothy

Su (2)

Th (6)

Fr (7)

Su (9)

Fr (14)

Su (16)

DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR

9:30 am Worship with Communion
10:45 am Bible Class

11:45 am Coffee Hour

10:30 am Longfield Manor Devotion
10:30 am Bible Information Class
4:30 pm Confirmation (D)

9:30 am Worship with Communion
11:45 am Coffee Hour

10:45 am Bible Class

11:30 am Evangelism Meeting

10:30 am Bible Information Class
4:30 pm Confirmation (D)

9:30 am Worship with Communion
11:45 am Coffee Hour

10:45 am Bible Class

3:00 pm Worship with Holy Communion in Poltimore

(1]
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