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Sunday, April 16, 2023 
Second Sunday of Easter 

 

Service Theme 
HE LIVES TO GIVE ME PROOF AND PEACE 

 

Thomas had been taught and trained by Christ. He heard Jesus predict his death and 
resurrection. Yet, even after hearing the eyewitness testimony of friends, who saw the 
resurrected Jesus, Thomas had doubts: "Rising from the dead. That can’t be possible!" 
Today is a day of great comfort for any follower of Jesus who wrestles with doubt 
concerning Christ’s promises or doubts about God’s Word. Jesus does not come to 
rebuke Thomas’ weak faith. He comes to strengthen Thomas’ faith, giving him proof of 
the mind-bending reality of the resurrection. Jesus didn’t reject Thomas. Jesus engaged 
Thomas and gave him peace. Today Jesus comes to his disciples in Word and 
sacrament. The living Lord speaks to us. He lets us partake of his true body and blood. 
When we show weakness of faith, he does not reject us. Just as he did with Thomas, 
Jesus engages us, giving us proof and peace.  
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Order of Service: Divine Service 1  
 

M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen! 
   

CONFESSION OF SINS  
 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to 
God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is 
evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both 
now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to 

be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by 
his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: (spoken) Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
 

M: Let us pray. 
 

O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of 
peace. Come to us also by Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the 
comforting assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: (spoken) Amen. 
 

First Lesson  
Acts 2:14a,22-32 (EHV) 

 

The living Lord appeared to many eyewitnesses so that they might testify to the truth of Jesus’ 
resurrection. Through their testimony, God gives his Church proof and peace. 

 

14Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and spoke loudly and 
clearly to them:  

22“Men of Israel, hear these words! Jesus the Nazarene was a man recommended 
to you by God with miracles, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, 
as you yourselves know. 23This man, who was handed over by God’s set plan and 
foreknowledge, you killed by having lawless men nail him to a cross. 24He is the one 
God raised up by freeing him from the agony of death, because death was not able to 
hold him in its grip.  

25“Indeed, David says concerning him:  
I saw the Lord always before me.  
Because he is at my right hand,  
I will not be shaken.  
26Therefore my heart was glad,  
and my tongue rejoiced.  
My flesh also will rest in hope,  
27because you will not abandon my life to the grave,  
nor will you let your Holy One see decay.  
28You have made known to me the paths of life.  
You will fill me with joy in your presence.  
29“Gentlemen, brothers, I can speak confidently to you about the patriarch David, 

that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Since he was a 
prophet and knew that God had sworn to him with an oath that he would seat one of 
his descendants on his throne, 31he saw what was coming and spoke about the 
resurrection of Christ, saying that he was neither abandoned to the grave nor did his 
flesh see decay.  

32“This Jesus is the one God has raised up. We are all witnesses of that.  
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Psalm 
16 (p. 68) 

 
Keep me safe, O God,* 

for in you I take refuge. 
 

I said to the LORD, “You are my Lord;* 
apart from you I have no good thing.” 

 

I have set the LORD always before me.* 
Because he is at my right hand, I will 

not be shaken. 
 

Refrain 
 

My heart is glad and my tongue 
rejoices;* 

my body also will rest secure, 
 

because you will not abandon me to the 
grave,* 

nor will you let your Holy One see 
decay. 
 

You have made known to me the path of 
life;* 

you will fill me with joy in your 
presence. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the 
Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
 

 

Second Lesson 
1 Peter 1:3- 9 (EHV) 

 

St. Peter points to the resurrection as proof of the hope we have regardless of the outward 
circumstances of our life. 

 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he gave 
us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4into an inheritance that is undying, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you. 
5Through faith you are being protected by God’s power for the salvation that is ready to be 
revealed at the end of time.  

6Because of this you rejoice very much, even though now for a little while, if necessary, 
you have been grieved by various kinds of trials 7so that the proven character of your 
faith—which is more valuable than gold, which passes away even though it is tested by 
fire—may be found to result in praise, glory, and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  
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8Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not see him now, yet 
by believing in him, you are filled with a joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 
9because you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.  

 
Verse of the Day 

 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.. 
Alleluia. (John 20:29) 

 
Gospel Lesson 

John 20:19-31 (EHV) 

 
Jesus gave the proof that led to peace for Thomas, peace that could only be found in his Lord 

and God. 
19On the evening of that first day of 

the week, the disciples were together 
behind locked doors because of their 
fear of the Jews. Jesus came, stood 
among them, and said to them, “Peace 
be with you!” 20After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and side. So 
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 
Lord.  

21Jesus said to them again, “Peace 
be with you! Just as the Father has sent 
me, I am also sending you.” 22After 
saying this, he breathed on them and 
said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
23Whenever you forgive people’s sins, 
they are forgiven. Whenever you do not 
forgive them, they are not forgiven.”  

24But Thomas, one of the Twelve, the 
one called the Twin, was not with them 
when Jesus came. 25So the other 
disciples kept telling him, “We have 
seen the Lord!”  

But he said to them, “Unless I see the 
nail marks in his hands, and put my 
finger into the mark of the nails, and put 

my hand into his side, I will never 
believe.”  

26After eight days, his disciples were 
inside again, and Thomas was with 
them. Though the doors were locked, 
Jesus came and stood among them. 
“Peace be with you,” he said. 27Then he 
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here 
and look at my hands. Take your hand 
and put it into my side. Do not continue 
to doubt, but believe.”  

28Thomas answered him, “My Lord 
and my God!”  

29Jesus said to him, “Because you 
have seen me, you have believed. 
Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have believed.”  

30Jesus, in the presence of his 
disciples, did many other miraculous 
signs that are not written in this book. 
31But these are written that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God, and that by believing you may 
have life in his name.  
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Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Sermon Text & Theme 
 

1 Peter 1:3- 9 … Your Hope Lives with Jesus! 
1) What your hope is. 

2) How it helps you in life. 
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Offertory Prayer 
 

Prayer for the Church & Lord’s Prayer 
 

God of all grace, we thank you for the gift of eternal life in your Son. By the resurrection 
of Jesus from the dead and by the faithful testimony of the apostles, you have assured 
us that our faith stands on a sure and solid foundation. 
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Though we do not see Jesus with our physical eyes, help us see him with the eyes of 
faith. Through your Holy Spirit, breathe on your Church that it may faithfully proclaim the 
gospel of our risen Savior with courage and diligence in all lands and to all people.  
 

Grant that we also may be illumined by the heavenly light of your Word, and so keep us 
in the one and only true faith. 
 

Preserve us from all assaults on our souls, deliver us from doubt and despair, and 
preserve us from worldly wisdom and false teaching. 
 

Forgive the sins of your people. Strengthen the doubting and faithless. Bring back the 
forgetful and wayward, and comfort the anxious and the distressed. 
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.  
 

Silent prayer. 
 

As we go from this holy place today, grant peace and rest to us all. We pray this in the 
name of Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 

and forever. Amen 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord and we praise you especially for the glorious resurrection of your Son, the true 
Passover Lamb, who by his sacrifice took away the sins of the world and by his 
resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts 
of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Word of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen.  
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M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
 

C: And his mercy endures forever. 
 

Final Prayer  
 

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your 
Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us 
pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but 
will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day 
after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 
Blessing 

 

M:   The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

C:   Amen. 
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Announcements 
 

Church Cleaners: 
Apr.23 – Timothy //  Apr. 30 – Mark 

 

 
DIVINE WORD’S TWO-WEEK CALENDAR 

   
Su (16)  9:00 am Sunday School and Bible Class 
  10:30 am Worship with Communion  
  11:45 am Coffee Hour  
  3:00 pm  Worship & Communion in Poltimore 
 

Pastor will be at a Conference in Toronto from April 17-19 
 

Th (20)  6:30 pm  Confirmation (W) 
 

Fr (21)  3:00 pm Women’s Bible Study: Hebrews 
  6:00 pm Illumine at St. Paul’s 
 
Su (23)  9:00 am Sunday School and Bible Class 
  10:30 am Worship with Communion  
  11:45 am Coffee Hour  
  
Tu (25)  7:00 pm  Council Meeting 
 
Th (27)  6:30 pm  Confirmation (W) 
 
Fr (28)  6:00 pm Illumine at St. Paul’s 
 
Su (29)  9:00 am Sunday School and Bible Class 
  10:30 am Worship with Communion  
  11:45 am Coffee Hour  
  3:00 pm  Worship & Communion in Poltimore 
 

 

          Divine Word 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 

 

1081 Greenbank Rd., 

Ottawa, ON., K2B 5A8 

613-825-1629 

www.divinewordottawa.ca  

http://www.divinewordottawa.ca/

